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Foreword

I's my great pleasure to present to you the 11" issue of the
Research Journal (Language and Humanities) of Govt. Arts
& Science College, Calicut. This issue discusses the theme
of Exclusion, Marginalisation and Dispossession. It contains
research papers on various aspects of the themes from various
disciplines of languages and humanities. Another speciality of
the issue is that it is trilingual. | hope the issue would be a
meaningful intellectual exercise which is useful to the academic
community and the general reading public.

Dr. Edakkotte Shajji

Associate Professor in charge of Principal
Kozhikode

30.1.2021
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oflat @I VAR IOAIW BANEL. MVYBIVWHTD @ERO1WINSS
203WREBBREIHLDAN”  AVIDIOOD  ANMIILNEBH o) IN@IEM'.
QY@ ONVEBBBOSOIW E1aMAI® 01996 |56 H0ME1R1HBaM
BaNoeM” LI IHAANIEM” HBRJAVIWS quEele. AIYGIGlHMOJo
BlanainIeseMmam” MVI0o. BRI )hI00 1M, aBH®IMD),
MVOMIaI0o  af)IMIAUN®  AVoNITWaf alOMIEIN@AIW  WI
QMBZHOB  GBRO OG0, 2101(@alO0d® oW B3
CLRHEMIIWONICLINBB HF0YHBOS VUMM ag)allos
MIaMIeM™? ALYV MVEHLIMEBBBOS 1D ]alRL® BB BT ()
GO BIaHUWQBGENZI, BRD BRYWMIHMWESMIGEMI? DS6EE1IW
@aloeEReg  AMMIAOD]  GP®1Og  VAlaIMEBOBHB0] ]
@REMIaH]SBIN. 51908 B 1H0MEBBIOS GRAIVIMAIW
afl®0mMR0Ye  AUGEMAIMEHIL!  TVYBIVWBIYIVOH]IG  BRM]
O3 aVBL|MOJo  MITHOEMAOle  BOMINGS  AUIDIINDHOS
AnO1HB00 af)aN GMNIORLYERUT &S] BRYCRINAING:OS QEAMIS
QlaO1HBIM@I6M.

VABIWO af)aM AVEBHL|MOW]HAF TVLIAOM AW BRAEMNo B3T3
algo, &S0 of)MIM. MIEAIW] e ld@OIN® MVAEUHDH:UD
alB:0IB8IN 8@ &go. QY@ INATDIWIGE QIJOaILIMIEHIMo
aIMAR1H00W] mloaiwl m@@a@mmg@@g Bsan° &S1Wwo
M. BT AVEAABMo, CAH@OD]OMG TVATD], HalDIVICD”
OO DI Y0 agjq‘gm)asﬂcrogg V] ag)MEBROHMWQYSS GPAGN
683806 WN2AS” M1LIMZAING3 BI61MAN D).

0 1O@DIMIG0  MYQITNEINAF  BRAINIMADILjo MTaI®Io
QIMEINMR @SHHOWILjo 2LIVISOWIT MD alBo (@JEWI
nomlelns’. ROIMIOW  aVAYRIVRNIW]  aJMBMIBoxEs3aM
HBQDILISNHHOS QS@JOJO@:;O@(TT) %ﬂq@om(moomce@ohdgg
a1 @RYUWEBBRUE ERYUIMIHTCWIS GalBOD QAIIWIBHINIAM
@262 molam a1@lay0eM(@JAIBOMEBBBo MVoCLISMEG:B0

argl  MAie9eqls  ‘©alo@AcMLEromInag &S00 qumads

*'Udayakumar: Writing The First Person

68



G A C RESERCH JOURNAL Vol.1l. Issue: 1, January 2021

Om1enam” ‘augsowe’  BRANYCIENR|SISBI®.  ALABIWo
8@  GRUWMIGHMIGI®IWINNMIVo B@W o JOIW  @PAIGMII
womleelss” MUIEsamM  MVoNIGWAINEMAVo  MVOD IO 1Mo
MA@ TMo  GAIME1QSS mm%om@mmg@s B
23S1Q8S  B0aHUWIM” MDD TVHL|NOMIHIF OBBSHN0 af)MMV0
®012J01W%.  DalR0®] AlRRMEBBO8 M01dSAo TVABIW
om1eel ‘GRaIGlaH G’ af)MN” al0WHAISAN ©@1).210063BHSWo
@s%m%esﬂ@ WIMIEOWIMO@ANHG 2100 IRLG]HUE OHI
€¢806M1V@8 o loMEEBEIE3 MyH:YM00 laduBlHneaq|gaToemMe"

MOOWsMY@ONO0] 2l MVYBIWe A M® S
@M0dMo RO@RE! af)EI0 RMAHLAUBNBROSVo DUIDHHIBBAN
BaMoam.  “auowinemajo QNGUAHOINIW @BRAMNo MVABIW
OMmME.” ROMIVIGE MIAN” TVABIVTHICRIGS AI0IMIEM”
@RG3a00 HVYAIGOIS (BT@QDJO(’DO@QJQ(TT)@".

gaomﬂ/cmogeom)mogmmg{lgg CaloqV B HHIE8MW T3
QIBEBUY  HHIGBIMIVWMB  MSHAISE|HEIT3  B3aNIWI5I6em”
SN, 200 8@ O5689eMIWG Mo Woem”>?
OHIGBIM W@ Ql(b’q,g"loe)(oememua, OAVABTVAYDU3, ROMIW
201 MITWealg MaEBWE aganial R0GTTVYBIWEBRS1G3
mleimlglan olmle® 20g1aols).  mamyiles MYV
HLDAIBBOBAB01 BB 2 lOMOMIB  NIPEM@ 2 l0PIML MV
QAUBY1HEMEBBBOS aleh af)SAVaIOWID.  DADY GOAN ST
HOMEOMT @YW WA HHIEBIINTVWES EBIGWeMIG]
QOS BIWAWT AN BRUWMIGEMHIEBIIMIWEI Q310810
DADIB MVoMPICOOD 2IMO1s) af)aio 0l afladudles
. aDEMIOYAL! BRHRMIH®WEM” afleldd af)an @RYUTlUD’
nBles MIR1aHsMajo cgeuoﬂ@)@@@)ce@ohdgg al0oMOIG@3
oHoeg8oeMmIoo  eomacawemIglees  @clne fle:0emam 1l
@YBYANO, NIIaOIMIMLEI0 af)M ONBERMOJ MY AOUWHDID
(@JWIM @RYUIMH@INNDBUDMEBBSBIET.

*’Dirks, Inden, M. Muralidharan, Sudhipta Kaviraj
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aMVABIWo, GRUTV®, GHIBM], BRYWMISH® @SBRIVl
9V lQ88 TVBL|MEBUE  (Galoa|EDM®IT  BRYHIYLENI
03  BO0IMONVYBIWoe (imagined community)afan  @RYUOWo
aV1WIM1afIgensT GREMMVAWo RIMIWIG3 Mo aqvaEd
VOMICLIHBBB  MIQo  BIAIMIAILI1M0  of)N@IGE  MlMdo
D @lad @@’ MIdamdemoe (construction) memM@IV @A
af)aMn’ MAI®” VBHHIQ @M 210QB1Wo  AI0E1BBD.
@RHERLI CRUIVMOW BT AMVIPaOLTVICMVIA]H:  TVB:Llo
af)an Me1lensm” aluE1d:e1EsBM@. GRG GRYAM® 100w
al@lZl®0lo  alEAIWIGHIOIVIGIAIABBMIQo  MVH:E{lBRD.
IR0 GIEMIHDMWo @ROIWINDMWo B@ VIR YOO LMEBBUI
991108 &HFOYWOS (@JD]3)0W DENBIABIN.  BREDINSIq o
MVRBIVEIAINYNS  BRYUVANMIAVONIHAG CH@BA0W] @)
Sl  HI6Ma0. Q@S 1O)0,TVICEM &H@), G@Ra|SIYS
@Raldci0l CGHOBOMINEL! A1 aflEGIMIEH LRBOWEBBBOS
BRUAMIDVODINMW  EH@BAOWIFIM  HHMNEADAND®.
DD @02JS1VeMOre  afloNwalmlelensm” @JaIBemao:>
M0 IO ld@aembelo (public sphere) ag)am alBo @RYEIMOW]
@RAUMA1a{lo|® GaOMIGRIIY" @R 0ald@So  af)an’
MLIROMYMOW BRAMN0. OBHIGBITMIW@ HILITI CHOBO|
oLl ©ald@MMbelo  20MIMNVYBIVEBZOS  CRRILIVOW]BHB.
DLIVIBRIAHYASQo  MVIOIBJOM]ORQo  MVIMPIBThald
AMIOIHOD  (Balo|SODM®ICE MDD (@I TaDLIMEERUY
@06M00.  MIaO1MINOAIYHOBINT MBI EADINSIq o
MYB0WeaHWFIFINW  &:0l9)88  GalOBEBRBo  HaIIDAEMY
21003  DWEDAT6NS. MVABIV@Gallh0emajo  BR®1O]
al@lemonole  AMAVILNENIMB  Hald@AIMLIe BT Do ldh®
MR BHEMENIBHIQYIN@IETN >4 @0 JS1MIM & 1H6Mo,
BOaHUDHBOS Mafl»HeMo, Hald@AMLLION]NG Balea ST @S
@3l 31000GMINWEEBUY MDD POWHDM alOMHAD HIOIAIW]
MR ofIgNe.  2I01@ GBRYAILOMEBBBOS GRYAaHOEEMEBBUI

*Dileep M Menon: A local Cosmo politician: Kesari Balakrishnapillai and the
and the invention of Europe for Kerala

**Salah Punathil: Caste and Religion in the Public Sphere: Political
Articulation of Community Identities in Colonial Kerala
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Alfl  aBH1H®0Jo  MVIDIaI00NI® 8@ DafW1adIgl &S]
&HSMDAIAT.

21TYHBOS  AILAPIMBalONIEISS  2101@O2IMIRT]
aV@YBIWEIBUY BRSWIBHNAISOMIND MVABIW MENER DENBIHE
aMm@1ejo AVIERININGHRIESBMDIL|A88 M1BQROMDEIEBRHSLS3
Slwoem”. oJ%!Qﬂe)n@ M1BAUBMEBBBOS BRYAILOM TVIBINIHO
09630134@@ aloMOMI@ PEWH:NIG FUdyOWILIGIBMMAUGBOS
212IMIOLH@@IW] AW1HsM. aVl. Qil. &I ©aila)
QILOAVERIOGOO &210e{lQeN20W aflaEaje @IGAl®IoEBald
00 JINHENMGICVIS” )N (G lOW]LIB8 BRRLYSHEJTVoW0fo
‘BROVM’ A I@OMIEOS GAEJOsS] GROWOM  ABSASEHS0
230QH8E3012I88 OV  GRYCEINAINGHSEO®  AOQADI
6m” MDPIGIOLI 2OQI®  alBlaUBOMININW  AVEaNIBEM
@RYOR  A2IMNHO8 llIDSWEMIWE PACMNOVISBS B
afleadalm @12l &M,  @YIadem - a0l J®IWU0
%mﬁom@mm@gg @RYBYHhoel ggmga)quda)oﬁ. “aVI0®m@D) \o,
VAo, aVIGANIBAJo af)MMIAUNW oflgDSBAN” QlLlOWIG3
DMaHUIMVPa0o  Bafld@le9008 ROD]HBo CNI@EBBGBo  AD
68380 VLOOMVAWo LIVENEMo ag)aM 210D &S] AlE:60QUB6aM.%°

aflaflw MVPLISMGBHS  BRYUWNOJe &0V  (JAIBCIM
EBB8ROYIBID  AVYBIWo  afMDIOM  Aflajelnqe OV
GAIEJH8S] @ROWAY LMO@ HAV(ESOTVWIWL UHIMINIVWEMY @B
afload wlanyad MYWEMIMMBWIET TVIAHUE @BRELIHHMIW
@RYEoEla MVAMY GHOSIVW @PEWANI RMEWIWo 1919 @3
BN ®W0B01T3  (@Balomd06N3. 2100I3GHIg°  VEOMI®I
mIan” ©OAIB 0jo al0Q@ GHUWAIMINIMIE@E MIan’ TVaY®OYo
al0la) caIe|dsg] @O MRRMMBIMIYHS NIV)HWI@3 &al
0109180el@d  aundafla] ANLEMIMAVMBIVMTAUIWVWMUDILIYo
ON@BAUN®I0B@ MINMHTVoLl0 @SEBRIWAI VoMY@ ldOMIQY
omlodo Molak” afl3 o 0MVEMIOM®e  MVIPWIMo  af)aM
2 12QIGOMMEEBESINSIajo MAAN aldAMUQYNJ0 BRHWM]HG Qo
oileiss  @REIYONHeMOmING  MSEROHS8LBS]  DOBBM.

*>Ajay Shekhar: Sahodaran Ayyappan
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@RYWMIGHOWIG3 MVIWo A1HMBSEBAN @RI IEISs UHIMI
PWsMO®ANOM  (JAUBODMEBUWE  MEZUTVMOWVWHS0]4)33
a1 Gal0B3)6EBSIGRINN  HHIMNZGaIIB:IN.  HHICBIGTMIWE3
BRWMIH®QAIY]  HIYR0W]  mMINWATLOm  ®1EMVABE0
aBG1OLNM”  a0IRAVYBIV@BalldHem (@G 1V  B3G3
@Wom  HIPIVIVTODIBMM®IOAG  Iyalm &SIV
AUBPDITM 2 I0)EBEBIGe  AMOIHSTVEOMIFo  &QaJrIB3om]
B0A3rLIVIRIAUOMI®3 MLINILIaN MVYPaOEBRSBIEM” M1IVAZIW
BBU3.  HHICBEMIV@ VANIMEANILIYHS o laDSA 2|V ]e|8s
oflvo:eINEBRUE MM MSEBSEIT 62106 §M0WITmeHaN Mleja.

CHOBOWNONM alnomLIOm]Ed afloflw aIgaole: afled
1RGN ISWIG ERYUMIHM®OS TVEHL|MAJo  AVI1MhOEMAJo
QY@ LOAVAEN. @RYWM]HD BT aIIURIID Ja IRLMTWIV] M@0
306MIMIAIOLIIMo aldh@o @JICBUTlM:OJ0 MNINA0NINY VA
AU@1H @RYUOWEBUT MMILIBS DS ISEIKSIAINS DENBIHATD
af)o MDEAUBOS MVIYPaO2ILINICADHOWARO1 28 2 lOM
OI@3 5H20eilad BOTVE, adlefloaq o seave] N 1Ho1H863a10.
eoegoemIelomlne ¢3u01IVmPo @R J0ASS @JOGBUd1d
GHIBIYINaIFIgMITVOfo BHABIWM]HMWHS HOIVELINTIId:
21SEBSHUBHD aJOBDNH HSAMOHIME SaN]elWldo @JoG3
RNHOBBo  BRYWMIBMHBSo  aloMAEWDAISMM  MVATalMo
A®B®Bo ERL|NEMM@]IEMIS’ @2l AUIWTBHIYIN®OEM'.

AR VOV]CLIHBSS o IB1eMINOD N CHBERYUOWAIW]
MoMIAH0fe 2IRl@al00)2I®  D@SBa]  af)MBONOD @I
a1dOMIOYHODMaIRGUIW]HBEMINUE DG @3RS, 9al0Q
0108 @Palald, GAILIHBS] @REWM, af)aN1ANOQe TVIGBUY]
QEIgVelcm oIy N2a IMEBBBHS Vo QISMIGHBOIWT  GMI
CHNMBOME. TVIAMIBIW]HMIBLHINY” 2101@o0 HOHAIBYEGNO ofl.
af)aV’. QLA af)aM Galdl@d @S6a1B1 GP@IG3EMHIM M1dman,
@SRMOBBOIVIHOF  BRWINO@ITVIGINIABS D@1V J0Id
MO MVe2LNSMOM]NRWQ0 a0LINIW] (Yat{ledqls
@aldhSo af)aM  OSILIEM” OOB:®:I0)0  §21QEaloMIBM®.
TMUYBIVEBBBOS AM - MYl - @JEBW WGl s
AMBMIZOM Q8BS (UYHGRLONIW aflel (soJo%del@ VR la N1
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HBo HMIo.  M@OMBYSAAM” BREHIBATH: AMLLION G
) §al@HEBINS (@Jald0o GMSIVW @  (JEGWINMIGM VI
IERIIENON adQl@ole  (WONHEIMEHIQASS  TVABIW
Mm@ ayallal480M M@  OHICBIONIWVBI  HILICOD
‘Dalo@nemuerojaol mITWweaqls’ OM20W FUoy™MWQo alelM0jo
oflwaVYeOE@BBOS  aJEEIVAMo o)  AflUR1H:EMEBOS
og’ 921QOHING DO MVAGIL1EHMVAIIBEEBRU3 a ldDAEMD
clodless oMo @RE1)A NGHEMEERUY @da ldhSEhOnIW]
IO, ACM® LIMINTE o IB1CJHUYEBUD MI@AL] GaldqY’
OIEBIMIVM MIRLOINEBGo AMAIORIW AR 1HOMBROS
€2108406).21Q)a0.

“DImIn® RODIHUW MILIB8  MINWHO  F0UOAIG
O®MIMo  AVPNABINEBBUIBH  &*G0LsS] ARl  al@lG0laHo
mejomo  eAMEl H¥lem  QIMEIT  MVfHAlENeq]s S
MIBO3 G lNd6eM” AMAVYBIWEBBBOS BRYUW0.220M1BH” ald:00
QOAVYBRIVEROSB @@10&31@63@@194@2 af)®1Baf  GEUIW
@mupomomlmgsslejo . GR@IM T GUaHOjo  AUMEMIT LSS
@YUV TVALISMOD M’ @;oomomﬂgm@‘i OO @RA®No
R0MHS16EIH” @012)GaldHaMORMEL  AMAVYBIVWOHRM
@YW MAOVYB TLoMPIEOWING  @RSINLOIMELISH:AOLIAM”
DONLNEBHWEM” CAUTRD® 7.2 . ag)M. aleM1EOd, O
o). WEMaH" af)MMT MBIV 2101@HICWIBOS OflKod:
EIMEBBGo  MVAIMAEM.  af)o. Sl BRMAVIE] MVAYBIVEBBOS
@O AVeIBWEBRBIW]  afladrdMalend®]  @1alajolQam
(&1WICLHHW  BANWIGEIHN8s  SaNIWIgiem” mM1oloH]
ABIM®-Y  M0REIVBHMOW geliwmomload afladumadw]
@1012J01QaMm @0am  qVAlalMo  G@RAIVDIANINIMIMVSES] AI1d3]
AB3MM.  “eeu01wald 233KHINY I@TMIWIMEBU Ha @I
D®alENI®  (@JRAMDLIONTLIEM” (210109600 |S1SB8B8O®N”
oOlBa@OBImaslonl  @RGAMODINWQo  ERAVAG IO
oMo  Aly@aleINaW]  AdYIV®OW MdTdHly Fleflal’
af)o. GAEMOM 0PI aloMOMIGE aelncleel oolaz-amilo

@RG2OOD  aB®IMo  AUGOMIAUBPEBBBOSWQo  E3UTAIAE]

**gooalen 100q|3: AGRIVOQE 2II@ee. Y0k
270@)0. S1. GPA3VIAL: BeINIIA GRUTYMWHS MSEAISEIB:Ud
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BBo  OONCHIBABAM  al2L®1WIOIMAN” @RENEJIVWEQ M.
2101(@021MI DaldBIMEBBOS a DA aleMI@eO 6N RO Qo
ODHICBIMIVEE AWM  ®AIS8  2101(@a 100w
Ol IBLD]HOB  HIOJAIWT  VPWIMIEBMME" Y 2 loM
EROBLI0 MOM. af§al@HWB A 2VAMAIM B’
HOMRLIAN]HWIOHNS  AMBHMVafla] MVIPaOIH®YY @YW
000  WEMOBMIAUAMEBBHOS  MVIaNal0yo alfl AlMIWlejo
aLABIWOIRIW] MNINLARIG DY BRYWMIHINULIILOMEBBRHS
21eloogall@d ERYWIERIGHIVISME.  NIBHIMTY AGMI0ECAI
SUWIG B ejo 2MIWaI® YOG MM DWAAAIGAM
8@ aJ®1® 03NV H1PISMEAUIMVIMOHOD Al22AIMo
92lQIaN  DSWa IAHWOAW E3UIVMQSS G@RalO®Io @RME
aflasam QA ToNVPR00JodsS] 9U3E2JBMM (@JTMIWIMEIHlW
OO AR 3elG) NipORMD @m“ao@a@;go MVoMIBBBEMIIUB
BRWMIHEHOBSOMINF MVIMYITTHINGMNIIWHOD  HEOLIS]
(&1 WICVHRISHNIM TVANELAIBBA. @O 21ANEHMIW IR
eJa” MOMAVI*® @oaJ3an@@osm” ®00mIAQYOS ORI
HIMMMD .  BIaHIAIODIWo TUNLIAINAIONIY0 @ID) &Il
20001 @OSBAN BAN". BAGOA o JNBMIBANEMEBBUT TEBEBOHM
MIEOMOo MLoAINBOMIMIW]T @OMMIBIL63MD.

MVaOIW B (HMAGEBU:

1. Sam Varghese, Satheese Chandra Bose: Kerala Modernity -
Idea, Space and Transition (Ed.)

2. Dileep M. Menon: Blindness of Insight.

3. Filippo Osella, Caralin Osella: Social Mobility in Kerala

4. Partha Chatterjee: Nation And It's Fragments Colonial And
Post Colonial Histories

5. Sanal Mohan: Modernity of Slavery: Struggles Against Caste
Inequality In Colonial Kerala

6. Sumit Guha: Beyond Caste

7. Benedict Anderson: Imagined Communities

8. Eric Hobswam: Invented Tradition

%% Jean Luc Nancy: Singular Plural Existence, Co-Entology, Dirks; Caste of
Mind Inden; Imagining India, M. Muralidharan; Hindu Community Formation
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9. Jean Luc Nancy: The Unavoidable Community; Being Singular
Plural

10. Salah punathil; Interrogating Communalism

1. Gyanendra Pandey; The Construction of Communalism in
Colonial North India

12. Sumit Sarkar; Writing Social History

12. I8s18920I1" GRIaOMBBIMV: @ROXOJ

13. 9@, @YAS 202BMIAB: V@ allaMo

14. . af)M. aH02Z]: MIOIWEMY® 1aflMo BARUIMo &) 13

(ag)awl.)
16. . OH. MNINMJ00; 1OQO@ &a®o TVORLYAIEM.

eelameRUd

1. 9B3QGHNIG-BRYOVHLOGHUT 2101(@HDEDEMIOU]

2. G. Arunima, Imagining Communities Differently: Print,
Language, Public.

3. Dileep M. Menon, Religion and Colonial Modernity: Rethinking
Belief and Identity; Becoming Hindhu and Muslim

4. Ranjith Thankappan: Debating Community, Print and Dalit in
India
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DA MEBBOS DBJRIHQo
CHISMIVUWIBI0N0Jo

a0len@d eranma” aul. adl.

Vo(@aNo?

2601 ®EB8eS 0elwIg eflalWICRION88 2J0IgMIQ0 GHAIRI
MG IHAE!  af)Vo  BIHOVBBOIBS  EREZOCN O]
@RAIGMIWOM]HZ aNLINIV WA af)Mo AINE1ABHWIEM” DD
aloMo. Bojo EROMOEOAIT GRAIGMNIOWHEM MBI 1H6I00
@R @RAIGNIIWHDI MVIWINIGH]W BRWIBHIVHOD oJNE1HHI
5000 (UYA1HEBaT.

@ICANITD AMIBBHUB: EHICBIMIOW] M0, EHOB AN oMEAI0
@OIMo

E»0g1 oyl MEAD@OINORIOW  @RYBIGalTBHS1 @I
BaN26em” ME{lE" MVMIREI0 AGMI®EERUS. 18473 HAISIWEE0S
M| MGGado 2MAMBLIELOIVA BV 1HHAINBL06810IV0Jo
@RA=a| GWato EYISTaH BEIMONINVGIFIT  af)HOEMV
DE3LWAVOMIV]  RIelemIanl. aflamls’ @y 92638400
00Z1OASBHQo  AYAUMAVAW  (@JBIaHSHMIWo  AlaHeMO1M0A@
09o®100 Mo af)@IQo 0ils).  2eIwog] eflalwlo
aJH10661@  BRYRIAMIlo  af)EAWHIOMIVIETN” TVMIDEIO
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2aMI®EBOE  all.aldl@MB  MOIMOASTDM®*?  2emI®
BRWHO gMi” AaYlodkud WBJOWIeje al3jOWIejo EaIMGHUY
MSOIVIZNE. @A BRoSINOISISAME.  of)MIG3 @A
oeldo  @RoM2eIwIg  ellallYIeNWI@aD  o)an” 20@o.
@mﬂ@mgos 0D efllafllnogo  @dHalLlo  TVICH®IHAL]
af)Mo  BIHUNWHR012)83 @REZOOMINA  @RAIGNIIWOD]
903 a0LINWIBIM af)io AIGE1HBHWIEN” DD aldoMo. Balo
GBROMOHRI@ GRAIGNIIWAHBI M1BAILANH0IM0 @R) @GRAIGENIIW
OO TVIWINIHHTW BRWIRHIVODD JNEIHHISIMO YHATHAEBA.

DATIOIBBOS RIHQo EPOMINLIVIBNBYNJo

m&mﬂ@mgz@s HOLIom ®OaN @ROoMIaeIwIgella 11ad
aJ0OM0EB10  VBIHD]HSInel RBIHWAIW] AN IMEBBOS
(NBYBIHOHW MIODAIHNAISON]IWIGE @POI @ONITI  HD AW
afler aly@y® 08 ME1EHIEHIM TVOWIdR0. 1884@3 AE™]
@SOS HEOI0H:0000 aJOOMIOERAN  MVAWAIQYEMUICPHS”
@0MIN2LIVISODI 1B MIOImSe  MVRININOWIgME0W]
@a. @ROMIDLIWISOWIOL!  NBINVIOTD Y@ UdHe”
al®lem®io MQIMEIPLl HAIBBIST ANVBRRICYISO o l9B9))
e @romNomal¢led mlan” aladomMo OalQdals 0D
SHOIQeS aaBOM:0M 01931 a01QFIMIem.  @ROMINEIW)
gomleel 2les VBJHMId:Bo DOMAONI@  al@1RIHSHBIEM”
ad)am” 306mM20.>" 18713 20NMB:S] a8V )M ONlYyEL
0J3@RM aldlRaHVe 186608 BIUVMHMIQ0 1883@3 oJBEMMIQ0
RV 1HE1E8000]g 2108BBGAINY° af)aD GalBaiad emoalefl

ngaﬂ@oﬁ, afl, 06m1 @B MIQBIHUYHS Galdg]l, M0OY)EA],
05-01-2013

YaolBogmel, afl. 20 {IgMaslmynie DLIWIBEIAIN®, 6N alaV;
§al0mos, 2017. GalzZ” 101 mog@%nﬁ QIgslasaN, 20 (18800H @RO
MN2e1008eM M1’ CUYHALIVISODICGRIDD af)D o JIRSADITI @R
Sla) QIR0 1896 melmo. ©WMDealwI®malon 2lofloma:oelo
MMBO®@IEM” afl. a01HRAADE] B2IMIGHILI0 alBIEMPIo 1YQIMBINMAN
HMNBHIBBANO).

3‘mqamgoen, sl., @oomil - PeIWIBe AIBI@OJ MVIAOI®Y0J, aadayoeil
Sl. (aWl.) @ROMIDLIVIZIVIOI®YalOMEERUS, QlalMo Midy;, CHIFIECHNI
s, 2017.

77



060 MEBBBHS NBJBIHYY GHIBMIVWIBHIR0J0

01 aNaIBemma®  y»z20wW] o200 AN VIBOS ©PaLGT3
anQOU3(1887) aLODMAO@ aNOMIa0" (1909) @SBRIV dalM:80
DAVIDEBBOS  EREDRHILIND®OIN  BROMNINDLIVISON T
@RI ®RIW GHD1HSG3 (@JAEIRI6M.

DOm0 @ROMIINLIVWIB NBIHDHBOS BaH af) OO
£106m” 2N I®EBBBHS 1B§EBIHVIGMIAM” AlYG1BTEMRJM®”
o)’ aMAY1L108HIMIV] aflel ©Ba0EsMEBUE  ald@1euow]
a920. 187103 00W1MHES] af)BW 0afla] OJBBYMD al@1BIaHWQ @3
@AM’ nioelg ey AUSS1HsM” 2RLE1SBAM BB BIWo GHIMIo:
@OSBHQAN  GDNTBMIVCABOHIMNE DD WVONIANOAIG &)
ABRMIOM BID®AIM D@SEBRAM. OHWEBBMHDD @RSBI20?
gmlooallm” @rAIMILN” MIWIN|E500EB0  MIUDINA|SICOII
QHBo BRYMNIW] oeﬂ(o"aoagjgmmm“. afloam HWEBMEOMIM?
3MIoaNan”  @RAIMILS”  MIN1NQIS®IN®  MEIDRMEBE HS”
@REN0EmIMo RIMYIWS &1Tan e alganaIn.>

2OQI@W  DBIAOOMAOW]  (BORIW] QI PIGMIWEleHE
1887@8 (@JMVIAVIHODD 9aNBB aNQIS™ oMM HOIQOS
DRIWIBERIaH 0 Qafla] GWI.Al.AVBHIB 2000MVM  HOBS”
@RMMINWRXT Meflolgss  W2RVWIWES  NBIMIY)SHIG
MIM88 BIWNERU3 aldlemM1ando:

alnileoaol ®danlal” aglafan” mvoralls] MUIBIaHB®EA!
oM’ Ha0am” Mmloeomy eniafleoy 16831 enilear] oalosaRlem el
ajelomm  a8@miloqalmoei” moel” aflammow. @R haoel”
@ROUY, KOV, altlo, BIMNad” HDHOS alSa). afloan @Rgq o0
an” @pdmrss ajdmilend mMlelnisles alayleowloe @&oelo
®IBTVo Buvlerory. >4

*ZaolBagmel, afl., 200 {I8T0a01m0j ALIWIBEIAIMTYP, MH IV, Hal
0m0S, 2017. Galz”104.

Bassiesan, MnIoeIG M. 20q{Igedat GROMI2LIVISEMI@3 MM’ WY
AYOLIWIBOMIGRISN. QlalMo Mdy, CHIYIEHNIS, 2018. Gal 120

34 a3 20090V, ol oamgel“ 09a0QIg, DANIATB: alenfladleas’ %
€09, GHI¥IEH9IS, 2017. Galed’ 221. U2V HAIYPANTVIBOS SHDIQOS
DLIWIBERICHINEM B

78



G A C RESERCH JOURNAL Vol.1l. Issue: 1, January 2021

OV 1BIPIYHHOB DIV OEBBFOS  NBIBIQ)HQROW]
@IO®AY0 §2IYEMNUS BREZOOMINAG BoaH MDD NBIOHICI
mlan” aflel $:0046B68 Aly@ITTIHNAEM” af)an’ &HI6MIA3 TVIW]
@d630.  @IOMAITNHINIV] @BREZaOTNING HEOIOE:0IVMH I
MaME8S 3@ RBIWNo DRLA1BNIo:

CYUOND @M ME] af) SO N lEsmMoeaIs1e)o
HOBQUY@M af)MD AUGB@DAIIM @GN0 aleNIMOHM. af)6aE]
OM af)IMIGI @IRYBIRIMMIW BRYBIANMo RNGERIGINIW a0
ag)am ngloes;o @R 2]00o @RONW MEAL oIS @RL| SBHH]
g OomIeoel MYEIMI3YIVIW BRLIVMBEG:AI )N IR &3
@®AMNEPO® JAN” 0 J@O0 @JTVOMls). @RAIB MYOYJ@E af)am”
B9 ]SIEBN. V0802100 BHBo BR2JMB MEL  MEBOM
@ 2]MLOD BREME: @u@&;gm@i @203 DLPOM@IMIG3
ONBAUY@M @YU BRAIGININAIZIN af)EH]1d3 DHAIBHEB0
@YU OIHIUD0 an1cas)®)1%c3®>o?35

D AN’ NBIMIY D Bo MAALIBS QY JINVEBBUZ EGHAILI
efla mogomeIwl®:aoem” of)an” SQEMISOMIGE  AYaUAEM.
a)IMO@  MYAYNOW]  alB1EUIW]SBEMIINE  BIaHIa 10NV
aflel avafleuoa  AIY@YIAVEEBU  af)SOD BN 1CHNENZDENE.
@RBY QM DOYDHDHBo BHIAN MIIV0 HBHINE DSEBFAN
al368BU3 ASMIMEBBBOS NBJOMIGE HIeMOMILl.  20WIMBd:S]
af)8VQHS  alGlRaHWIT  DalcINaflolesan  ‘Mnileaqlsg
QOB MIN1OE|SOTMNICHEB” DSEBIV  al3eEBg0 WO220W]
020 AN1VIBOS HIVIG Boenoam miless], milaqilmoal”
®S68R10 (JEWINBBRSE]Ljo &HI6MaN miI-al AlMIa®o 7ad1W
3108 MIRIGWIBo Al9HNABBAUWIEM.  alBI3JOMINEI QKO0
MU0  MIQAN  (@JAUMDMES  @ROMIT  DLIYISOMIoE]
BBV @ARYBYHDICWIBe alPHNRME" af)am” AVIM0. 93
99U 21303101@ aIdlHlegian @oalw mlwacmled mlan”
QY@ HMSWILje QISSHM  DLIVWISODILje  (00flaw
AIBEBBOS GRYBIOMINLI Qlk000 alLlGajdgo MIGHIOMISBMM®O
6M” OO0 alBEEBUD (JDGHHUNAISIM HIVEMHAND” GAI. afl.

3 0o eay3, TVmogel. nHm1 BSOS (n)mddsm &1 U3, AlalMo m,lﬁ;,
B3HIP1GHNIS, 2006. GalR’ 44(HGOIVH:0IM0 af)aN SH1WI@ Mmlam”)

79



060 MEBBBHS NBJBIHYY GHIBMIVWIBHIR0J0

af). @RMYENIDE ME1aHlesM.>®  20a{I8 BHYES TVIGIo
MM PSBM@N@ QN AWERIHSHBOS  Halo@OI®  auafl
GRAHMHUT  af)NGIINL] DN  (@JIWIMIABaO1BBINMIEM’
2191E3 Mo HDENMWEHOBRIUWIG MIAWo  OLINIIA
B0aHA® QAIIMIAPAIBIN  (@JEDIDHMHBBo  af)aN 2fNElHO0
emM1EHIM  GAUME1WIEM” @RGZGa00 MM al-eNI AMIAWHED
2JNE199MABSAND®. BRLOAI AN IDEBBBOS NDBJONIT DO
©o00@ allnlae WAl o)IN@ 0flE@3aJeNZIN®” aclncleel
20 {1820aHVIGE MMM @HINYSS EREZOON]HF BIHWOS
AR HMOIOWWIE.

D NBYRINEBRUY aldleuIUW]afoms AMMIILING:IN AOQIT
QUIY®, HARIC AMAYRIVS] MINLEOQS TVIEE D alB3o0INB:03
D0 ICRINTHBEMINUT @RYBIHOD OME WMOHIOMMIMBo AHOD
@lejo ®@oomleiss aluoa1d06mMeERU38 MDISG:ANIE] af)IM@EM .
af)MI@3  ASVIMEBBS0ING  MAVIAAOWVW]T  MINWOQIS BOD
Blejo MVIGH M al3o DalGWIN]ABHHWINANE; T3 @R@ 1M’
SO aflvaB1lHhosMo MMBHAND HI6MIo. @AY IR Lo
@@ ALIVI8 EIRYMINIVH8I® AaYlo 2Moje afl3§o85MV
Qo af)aM BREZOOMIOM CLIAINONID NBF 1000V, 0BG
oM @serle  MaVIala oe;@uaoc@o,;o&ﬂ NINLOA]
AMLICHM]B  alBEBRO8 (JEWIW12|QSHM BRGGa00 GBRAIOHW
2310180 Y201 Rl @@1@0@,‘@@1%000’1 (O]
ab18i”ag)m” @JEWIWIBRMD af)MELIIO® @OADMADIEM” ag)an”
ol 1eclasaniel. 2001l a8V ‘@rallos @saElw
@JGWIWEBUY aNuBTGHE1ESMILL  af)aMOM3 TLOWIVEM (o]
CRIN1BONIFAM 2 IBEBBURBARJ0ON WaOlaBNNM MU
aBo®mB1ejo (Tuoag@ueamuaoe@” 06 1®eaBud  alvodld:06amo
MBIV 506MIM TLOWleelel. @REZ0OW]OH] @YY
A JANHOD DA GalDIQ HEOIOEH:0IV0 MHAN M@MBEIAODEMo.
@RLOAKD  @RG3a00  NRIVIBRIAHOW  TVoAVINRIHEWIGSI
0LIMIN01eel  QIEORIFIAIPHNCOMICSI  BROMINLIVISOINIHE!

% @enyenIonad, afl.ag). @aHQOS MM 1BH0eMo: Bda lgIvIasImyemias,
220003 BREMIG3 TVAMIB Odh. . (af)Wl.), 2018 &19IBaIOMEBUS, Qad
ong” mmé@%oe,m“]o, O3B Gandd a016RI01ENE3 OlTVAB4); OB0EM=I5] &
QlalMo My, EHIFIEHNIS, 2014. Galoz2” 341.

80



G A C RESERCH JOURNAL Vol.1l. Issue: 1, January 2021

@RENILIOOM  NBYBICUEWICS)  Gald@DOOIajel  0fl_onIMo
021Q®.  aldh0o ODBNM DLINIOIB (B len|3O®:0MmE1EBaN
BaHIWBIEOMISIM”.  AlaHMOINBLEOB DRV DI@BON®I0HA
al00ajaps SRS  (@JAUBGEMManLINdW]  Galdalg
OHIMNSN®BaM, m)oog@(s(omos“ 20088 B@ NBINIQHWIEM’
OO . A lB3VMIIBMODIM’ TV NY®OGI @)U WNHHIMI
EMEL0  ALIADTMINVIOJODIT  DBIATVIAOTD §HIOMRINO
()-GRYB.02M0RAUBM  DaleBUlBBIMO.> @ROMOODIT

MUYV o 0 1®6BRS1@3 36MJo.

@ROMN2LeIWI8 VEJEMIG3 MIAN” BREAIUT PNZDOONHIMI
DHVIDBBBOS RoaH AUYDITIHMAIBND af) MO al0Wo. B,
BR® 2 §®IMaIEWIWIBRM eflall@. eme” vweyemlend
oewelwled. oM 0me” ®leeatmga(lejo GHI8MT @owlmn]
GQIOMING aNLINOW] BOAHWIEIMNSIW MOQEBRBHS MVRWIMo
SHIMIDNC199H0M8 H¥lolel.  @YENUELID @OIMWAVITY D@3
DRIWIBRICHQNS @RYBLHIL!I  HHNIWIGHEINIBNINOLI00  AlaH
MO1RGOI HMNHIEBIIMIVWDB DEBLIWNAVOGCAI BRHYWIBAD af)aN’
H06MI0. DD AIIBHOM aJIRMEBBBOSWYo OMIeIRNMG emIw]
efl, ®a0Bomad WeN=2Ads” @SBRI AaHMO] (JAUBTD @S Lflail
a1@layeMOM1MNSS YABBIHSYo OL|IMAE” AW EBBUI
®]OOEDFOD MV NBYEIH. BREZOODNIY AT DMBHUDO
o) a JANHODIGE @EZa00 MEBBOM alOQAN® &HIMIo: @Y
Qléh GRINIMEBRUY NLIYISOM @3 mé%m”l @RGUAHO LD
MIgORMOTD 0n0I BRAIGHSOMILISBAD.  RIaHIQIYQITVO-D
2]006MEBRo- @RMIRLAYENIAL - @RAMOo - &Ikl - efloo -
afleam] - EWINV@YEIWe ADLIDVWHIMAGTVWIND a M o
) $DIMDo (JIVIRLOA SODINDo TVE:So N>

o) IVOHIMNE @REZaOo @O WBYRIAHY” MOMOOAIT
0000ell M fld:dls) o M@IM” 2101@0 1020V 0" 2ONOEBBUI
M@Hoo.  SAN” HaldAMINIV]GE RMD2j8s1eje @O HAMNA

¥ pomo2201300, af) @RYA. V01 IAVIA0 Yo, TVIWIaM aNDEENBAHMS, @]
GBAIMIa 0o, 2013. Gal” 04

060 ®eERU3, aqumogel. 0am] BSOS aVMYB6N H@ U, AlalMo MYy,
CHo¥1BHNIS, 2006. CGalz” 700.

81



060 MEBBBHS NBJBIHYY GHIBMIVWIBHIR0J0

aMLEINIW] @REZa00 @1RHVHNSTND D ANMWEHOBSTM ORI
O3HI2[lWoeM.  OHRIaflOloel al@a0aVlddg1nel NELHeUAI
©OAIo @RGZa00 allI®SAMN®. 2HQIAM” @OEZa00 (@JWIMAIW
2f)@1RIS®”" 1YV ADJEOIOIDMINHAWIEM .  MIFEIMRL0
m%aogo 0laHeMO1MI @0 momﬂgd 2MAN1L1DHHIM MSYSS B@3
82aHW1@3 GOIEMo ®HG NBJOIM af)MM’ @REZa00 HGB® W01
@900. 2f)IMIT BREZOCN]HAF BIHHVBBO2|8H TVEREL|BROS
al@16UIW]HBEMINWE  WEBBOM  ‘DalCINYPLIHOD’  NIDo
ABMIBO®] Baloals®odI@aMlel @RE3.00m1ead MH @l
OEMGa | af)an” @AM THHINB Hh¥1Q0.

DS ®EBGROS @IaHITLEHLIBBUD

@eUOWBRO1 2] DSV MBBUIBRBB TVEHL|6BBUD BREZOO]
oM HOHSEI0 LIPSOV (@D ISHNSAND HH06eMIT
aVIWdERBo.  GREJRLO ) 29 !BOMOSEWITBOS BIHHW
GHOlLlo DG ISHOBDH MI@0L] BRAIDW  0fladualasaogms”
@REZa00. @RGROOW]NR AGD] AMEBHUDO Af)IM YWMOO @I
@ROMINLIWISOM]HEI HD NB{WMOGIOMIBHS BInHW]L)BS
AMPV  (@JEVWINEBOS GBREZa00 ofN1OWeN] Myallales
e @afles qalewauno®] UoRLIEHNME BBG:00Y0,
C»0g1w aaYlEsud @ames Mo iloleomics cnudlenow]
DaIGIW]HBIN EMZ aIBEREBISBB BREZaOOM1OHZ VAT IM
226mM~ 3N AMIIWIB 2f)MMVBS alBo. MV o IBOWIM” HBOYLOQ”
af)Mo AMIIWIB af)IMo EENFMO0 Do IGVWINYBB®IOM @BRE3F
200 8@ @JUYRIWIEM” HITMVAND. AOQIAN” NIOEL af)IM alBo.
A® BIaHWIAIBR o I3006M1HMAN BRE3a00 GaldE1H630M. @RLO
a0 2o {18 2LIWISHOM VIRV al36BUd ©e[0G]lq lenoad
Y1088 B@ RaHINIPHONIW] @BREZa00 V@ {laflaanlel.
221380, GROM af)MIEROHM MVIMEDAIW] M0 &¢Il
B2aUBHUB af)aM” @BRoUTB00 MV 4] BOaHE:S1@IMIOM 0 1363303
HSONGABAD B3@3 mu«ﬂogg@ BIaHIQUPHHRIWIEM” @REZa0O
200 {I8BIHHW HHITMDAND. MYV SGBWIVEMIHBo HHIGBIGM]
O3 CAUGBNHUB 2JME1HNEMIBNIM H¥IWo.  BHHIGEMaM |3

> nem meRU, MUMIDE]. A MEBSOS CVMYB6IR H®1HUI, AlalMo MYy,
CHIY1BHNIS, 2006. GalzZ” 701

82



G A C RESERCH JOURNAL Vol.1l. Issue: 1, January 2021

BaHHOB AMIAO®], BRAUGBOS AUBA 2 W1T3 HEHICBIM TV @I
B2aHIAIOIMIGHWIARBSB AVIWIMHO® al0la] CMIDAV GSI
SO @RAIBHSH” MO0 BIAHHEBISBSB TVAlaIMOAANIEM”
o)D" Q1Y SMAIHBMVENE .

Though mixture is an aspect of every natural language, for
a natural language to enter into the historical-linguistic tree, it
must first give up its borrowed clothes and get naked. Much as
ancient genealogists learned to sculpt the relations of kinship
to form beautiful, treelike branching structures by throwing
away all relations of descent and marriage except those that
pass exclusively through males, modern linguists could map
languages onto such structures only after the languages had
been thinned down, carved out, and abstracted from all that
time, proximity, and communication do to make neighboring
natural languages, such as the languages of India, resemble one
another. It will be well to keep in mind the highly artificial nature
of both these effects, and to remember that they flow from the
word list and its theory. While in the eighteenth century there
was considerable vacillation between mixture and genealogy as
the explanation of similarity among languages, the inexorable
tendency, or at any rate the tendency that won out, was the
latter, epitomized in the slogan of the Young Grammarians of
the mid-nineteenth century: there is no such thing as a mixed
language (Es gibt kein Mischgesprach). The audacity of this
statement is breathtaking, for in truth there is no such thing
as a pure language, a language that is not mixed, if we are
speaking of natural, actually existing languages spoken by
human beings rather than artificial languages abstracted from
them for purposes of comparative study.*®

@RLOAID EROMINLIVIBHTID) B BIaHWIW] aldleM 1B
O, 8@ ‘WINIANN’'RI-HWI@ @RA®No @ﬂgcm@ms)(o Qollel:N
)M MIEDLaICWIW alBOO @R 1HAIANING  HF1WIOD

“®Trautmann, R, Thomas. Languages and Nations: The Dravidian Proof in
Colonial Madras, University of California Press, California, 2006 p. 37-38
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We see at work here the common presumption of his age:
that languages and nations are inextricably connected, so much
so that relations among languages index the relations among
nations, and historical relations among nations can be inferred
from relations among languages. Even when, in later years,
comparative philology acquired a body of works all its own,
the connectedness of language with issues of nation and race
remained so deeply presumed that it was not available for
discussion and debate. It was not until more than a century
after Jones that Europeans declared, as a surprising new
discovery, that the connection between languages and nations
is contingent, not necessary.*'
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Hurtful Past and Haunting Memories:
Rummaging through Sasanka Perara’s
Warzone Tourism in Sri Lanka:

Tales from Darker Place in Paradise

Dr. Anuja Raj

Abstract

Sri Lanka is a nation country which has always been deprived
of much international attention during the war chaos that drove
the island for about three decades. The long history of the
nation was studied upon to understand the reasons behind this
unsettled dispute and still the dispute has not set in. The article
gives a glimpse of Sasanka Perara’s book WarZone Tourism
in Sri Lanka which speaks volumes on the newly awakened
travel and tourism in the history of Literature. Here there is an
exponential seek into the memories, dilemmas and the hurtful
past that occurred during the travel that the book takes us into.
The study, in a way unravels a new area of research which
is bound to expand with a considerable amount of time to be
spent on these articulations of memory.

Keyword: Memory, warzone, tourism

Sri Lanka is an island country situated at the Northern tip
of Indian mainland which has close connections with India from
time immemorial through trades and travel. The island was
shattered inwardly by the warfare that was fought from 1983 to
2009 between the Sinhala majority government and the militant
group of the minority Tamils in the island, the LTTE. The three
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decade old war came to end in 2009 with the brutal killing of
the LTTE leader Velupilla Prabhakaran and the controversial
killing of many tamils. The Rajapaksha regime still faces many
allegations with regard to these brutal and inhuman killings,
many of which escaped the interest of many outside nations.

My paper is an attempt to understand the horrific after
effects of the Sri Lankan war that took place during the period
and to understand the memory that it created in the minds of
the Sinhala tourists who revisited these places through Sasanka
Perara’s Warzone Tourism in Sri Lanka: Tales from Darker
Place in Paradise. The book is an ethnographic travel account
through the perspectives of the Sinhala tourists to the war
affected Northern provinces of Sri Lanka.

Warzone Tourism in Sri Lanka: Tales from Darker Places
of Paradise by Sasanka Perara can be seen as a primary
ethnography on travelling through the memory archives of a
population that was haunted by the realities of a Civil War.
The book is a sneak peek into the horrible remnants that are
created by a foregone nightmarish warfare which created voids
that remain unfilled even after many years. The book explores
the contemporary socio political and cultural area of Northern
Sri Lanka during the ceasefire and after the end of the war.
The term warzone tourism encompasses the ethnographic
tourist destinations that was once wavered by a three decade
old war. The question of what travel and tourism means in a
war encompassed society topples over the idea of tourism and
travel as mere modes of rejoice. The halcyon impression that a
tourist destination provides is altered completely by the horrific
stature of warzone tourism that include witnessing monuments
and war sites that act as remnants of a not so happy past.

The critical thought carried throughout the book gives an
insight into the understanding of the travel writing as a form
and mode of exhilarating the spirit. The focus moves from a
utopian fantastic world that has been inculcated by the modes of
travelling for over two centuries and more. The connection with
the past and present becomes a reality where the otherwise
fantasy world gets shifted from focus, only to induce a means
of including travel and tourism with the war demolished sites
that curtails mood of exhilaration and bring attention to the
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reality that lingers around. The tales form a connection from
the past which is not a tale of a harmonic past, but is one that
ousts the present harmony.

The legacies of the Sri Lankan Civil War is brought from
the etches of memory by the tourists who travel through
these grave zones. The travel to these internal warzones
happen in two distinct phases- the first one happens from
2002-2005, when the ceasefire agreement between the Sri
Lankan government and the LTTE was in force. The second
phase happens after the end of the war in 2010 when the major
roads to the Northern provinces were open for the civilians
without any restrictions. The book develops into a travel
narrative and a preliminary ethnography of travel here. The
nature and politics of the gaze that fell upon the war affected
areas get analysed throughout the book. Perara in his book
articulates the life and modes of living of the people who were
destroyed by the war- who was once seen marginally, and who
must have been met by the tourists, had there been peace
prevailing in the island. The photography and representations
of these warzones were deciphered as modes of constructing
meaning to the silences which was constructed consciously and
how these trails left back acquired the incessant attention of the
travellers. These images created a pictorial contextualization of
images that were recorded, tales that were heard and retold,
and the kind of emergent narrative that sprouted from the
background of a war affected island.

Sasanka Perara’s book not only focus on the turbulent past
of Sri Lanka which was haunted by three decade old Civil war
but also is an intricate analysis on the search for the past and
why people try to reconnect with their past.

Memory is a very complicated domain. The fragment of
memory that is created in the mind of a populace who was
blown in the winds by the most critical time in their life gets
more connections here. This connection with the past, through
the present is a reconfirmation of a distorted harmony through
a very visceral, emotional and an embodied present.
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The paper co-mingles and analyses tourism through its
newer version of warzone tourism. Warzone tourism was
dominant even in the earlier period where writing about the visit
to places of sacred wars and lost civilizations had taken place.
It was the kind of travel where a detached past was imagined
and the constructive sites discovered to understand the way
of living prevalent there. A long lost memory of war can take
the form of a myth or a legend. The creation and recreation of
such sites of memory pose themselves as a place around which
myths and legends about the war and its aftermath revolves.
The tourists in Perara’s book carry a past with them- the past
of a distorted reality. This distorted reality gains its importance
only through emanating certain emotions and connections which
was internalized in their memory, to understand the sense of
their worlds in the present moment. The book tries to rewrite
history in terms of the destructed, abused, and marginalized
through exploring different sites of archives that predominantly
speaks volumes about a life that was tampered underfoot in the
name of territory and religion. The national Trust for Historic
Preservation,2014 defines heritage tourism as “travelling to
experience the places, artifacts and activities that authentically
represent the stories and people of the past”. Today, there is
a wide range of study which includes the preservation of these
sites of memory, which are the museums of war. These sites
act as a trigger initiator that helps in bringing forth the many
repressed tragic memories confronted during the time of the
war.

On the psychological aspect, the tourists who tend to
revisit these places may have been twice removed by reality.
They might have been voluntary empathizers of a tragic event
which has not yet been lived by them. This confrontation of
a distanced reality may fulfill their thirst of understanding the
reality behind their once alive counterparts, bringing them far
more closer to the absurdity of the event that initiated all these.
The war zone tourism undertaken to the southern parts of
the island mainly had different emotions that raged from the
return to the native place after a long exile that can be termed
as the homecoming. The other end of emotion was the kind
of heroic spirit that one had on knowing that the family had
once heroically fought to withstand the army. Another set of
emotional outburst was the kind of anger, desperation and rage
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that one felt when he realized that everything he had called his
family was not alive now.

The term “warzone” is used in the title to indicate the
places where war was once active and affected the populace
and landscape alike. The areas are hereafter identified as
museums of distorted, fractured and haunted memories that
underline them. The advent of travel in its modern form from
a religious pilgrimage to one that was associated with ecstasy
and relief is being border lined here.

John Urry in his work The Tourist Gaze (2002) observes
that all tourists “embody a quest from authenticity and this
quest is a modern version of the universal human concern
which is sacred” (9).

The transformation of former battle zones to tourist elite
places can be seen as a transition from the destructive, not
so alluring places to one where recreation and respect can be
earned. These are the places where memory still lingers. The
multiple narratives that emerge from these places are seen
as “poignant narratives of war history that shaped battle site
tours” (Figal 91). A place of inhabitation which was destructed
by the war gains importance only when there is a necessity for
empathizing with the destructed. This integration of empathy
can only be a resultant of the action of any of the five senses.
Here comes into play the need for understanding, valuing and
embodying the meanings of the silenced words and voices. As
Perera notes:

a specific site of warzone curiosity or a ruin is not only
what it is supposed to represent but also what it has excluded
through under emphasis, exclusion or expulsion of people,
narratives and memories. In this sense, tourist places or
landscapes particularly in former warzones, cannot be simple
domains of innocence without contradictions.(WTS 9)

Here warzone tourism explores the different identities
and submerged voices which get a window to the world. The
tourists here are people who strive and seek for the hidden
voices of one of the most critical warzones in the world. The
warzone tourism here becomes a kind of adventure where
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“travelling through former warzones still contain obvious sign
of battle, cooking one’s food along the road and sometimes
sleeping in the open and being told stories of war and heroism
by soldiers and combatants”(WTS 10).

The book is significant in the academia for highlighting the
events that took place during the times of ceasefire till the end,
giving more face to face conversations with the people who
once resided there.
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Abstract

The Kumbharan are a community of potters who have been
part of Kerala society for more than three centuries now. Over
the years, the community has faced severe marginalization due
to the prevalence of the caste system and intra-community
links and restrictions. The poverty faced by the community and
their plight in the modern world have not been documented
properly. The present study seeks to understand how modern
education and exposure to the outside world have brought in an
inter-generational shift in attitudes and capabilities, triggering
an escape from poverty and an attainment of upward social
mobility.

Keywords: Marginalization, potter community, artisans, life
course approach

Pottery has been one of the first industrial activities
undertaken by human civilizations globally, with the activity
discovered to pre-date agriculture in many regions.
Archaeological evidence from Asia and Europe have
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corroborated this fact, with the earth being moulded not
into pottery but also terracotta sculptures and artefacts (Wu et
al., 2012; Craig, et al., 2013; Keally, et. al., 2004; Vandiver, et
al., 1989; (Kenoyer, 1991). Evidence for both wheel-made and
handmade pottery has been found from multiple locations in
Kerala, with Megalithic Age burial urns a prominent discovery at
sites like Marayur and Porkulam (Thapar, 1952).

Pottery in present — day India continues to be a traditional
activity carried out by certain artisan castes known as the
Kumbharan, Kummara, Kumbaro, Prajapati,etc. in various
regions of the country (Singh, 1998). Across India, the
community has been observed to be socially backward and
riddled in poverty (Jaitly, 1997; Parthasarathy, 1999; Perryman,
2000;Natrajan, 2011%;).The rise of a hypercompetitive, globalized
world order and subsequent Government policies that have
done little to safeguard the livelihoods of such communities.
Like most artisan communities they are left staring at a bleak
future for their hereditary craft (Subrahmanian, 2006; Jena,
20105 Scrase, 2010).

The Kumbharan community of potters are one of the
major communities in Kerala who are involved in the traditional
occupation of pottery. Various accounts and documented
works about the Kumbharan community describes their state
of livelihood and social status as being low (Jinan, 2004; Jaitly,
1997). Sociological and anthropological accounts about the
community by the likes of Thurston (1909), lyer (1912), Menon
(2002) and Singh,et al. (2002) have also depicted how the
marginalization of the Kumbharan community is linked not
only to their pitiable economic condition, but also to a social
background that comes with a multitude of rituals, separate
communal livelihood, rigid caste rules and a differentiated
cultural background to the rest of Kerala society.

Ob jectives and Methodology

The main objective of the present paper is to examine
how inter-generational shifts in perception and exposure to
the outside world among the Kumbharans have impacted the
life courses of the community members. The study has been
carried out under a qualitative framework, incorporating data
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collected from detailed personal interviews and focus group
discussions among the Kumbharan community members in
various potter villages of Kerala. Potters from ten different
villages located across Wayanad, Kozhikode, Malappuram,
Palakkad, and Thrissur districts were chosen for the study.

The qualitative data collection was conducted over a
period of over three months from January to March 2018.
Initial interviews conducted at Padukad, Pathramangalam and
Aruvicode were unstructured in nature, and potters were
asked to narrate their life experiences directly. Subsequently,
however, structured interviews were conducted in all the
locations to get an idea of how each generation perceived the
world based on their life experiences. Individuals including
school going children, college graduates, middle-aged potters,
and the elderly were subjected to the present study.

The Kumbharan in Kerala Society

The word Kumbharan originates from the Sanskrit root
‘Kumbhakar’ which translates into potter. In Kerala, the
community members are also known as the Kusavan. This
term is an amalgamation of Ku meaning earth, and avan, a
common personal termination in Malayalam (Thurston, 1909).The
members of the community in Kerala trace their ancestors to
present - day Andhra Pradesh and Telangana by way of their
native language, which fundamentally has elements of Telugu in
it.

The migration of the community members from Andhra to
Kerala is considered to have been in search of raw material
to carry out pottery production. They are noted to have
undertaken a migration pattern running in the South-Western
direction crossing the banks of the Kaveri in Tamil Nadu before
entering Kerala through the gap in the Western Ghats at
Palakkad. This view has been echoed by the likes of lyer (1912)
who states that the Kumbharan have mostly migrated to Kerala
from the Tamil speaking regions of Madras and Tiruchirappalli.

The traditional potter in Kerala, belonging to the Kumbharan

caste is considered among the sudra and is thus a polluting
caste. The Kumbharans consider themselves to have been
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descended from Brahmin father and sudramother, and thus to
be above the other sudra castes in the society. They attribute
their perceived caste superiority as the Vedas prescribe that
sacrificial pots are to be crafter by the Brahmins themselves.
The community members interviewed spoke with much pride
about their superiority to other sudra as well as untouchable
castes.

There exists another group of temple potters in Central
Kerala and South Malabar, known as the Andura Nairs who were
temple potters and ranked alongside menial temple servants
in the classification of the Nair sub castes, like the Vattekkad
Nair (oil mongers) and Odatt Nair (tile makers). The pottery
produced by the Andura Nair was of superior quality compared
to the products of the Kumbharan which were largely meant
for consumption by commoners. The difference in quality was
attributed to the use of their wares exclusively for temple
rituals. The Andura Nair owing to their superior position in the
caste hierarchy was considered among the Savarta castes.
While the Andura Nair lived within the traditional Kerala village,
the Kumbharan’s place was outside its precincts, and they sold
their wares outside the village perimeter (Schneider and Gough,
1961). However, the Andura Nair was a very minor sub-caste
among the Nairs due to their small population, and in terms of
overall number of practicing potters, they were far outstripped
by the Kumbharans.

Charting the Life of an Elder

The life stories of senior members of the Kumbharan
community reflects the strong intra-community linkages, a
prevalence to stick to age old customs and a reluctance to
embrace modern trends in the labour market. The traditional
lifestyle of the Kumbharan is almost completely centred on the
earth. Until around a few decades ago when modern education
started making inroads into the community, the population was
illiterate, and the sole education received by an individual in his
childhood was the technique used to craft articles on the wheel.
Every male child born into the community was expected to take
up the hereditary occupation of pottery in line with the rules
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of the caste system which locked an individual into his/her
traditional occupation.

A child who starts learning pottery at the age of six or
seven as in the case of the Kumbharans becomes adept at
the craft very early due to the tender age. The everyday life
of the Kumbharan begins early in the morning when the male
members enter the workshop and start working on the clay.
Back in the day, there was no machinery to filter impurities
from the clay, and this was a cumbersome process which
would often take days to complete. Since pottery was a craft
that linked the households to one another, activities like firing
the pots was done collectively, although the potters crafted
the items individually. While one individual prepares the clay,
the other would spend the entire day crafting pottery on the
wheel. The activity would almost certainly continue until late at
night, when the potter calls it a day and retires until the next day.

Pottery for the older generations, is more like a part and
parcel of their existence, and it assumes a meaning greater
than that of just an occupation or means of livelihood. It can be
said that the spirit of the activity lingers in their very breath,
and the religious beliefs of the community are intertwined with
their occupation. Crafting pottery on the wheel is more of a
ritualistic activity than an economic one for the elder generation
of Kumbharans.

When Work Becomes Devotion

The Kumbharans worship a large spectrum of Gods which
included elitist deities of Brahmanism such as the Trimurtis -
Brahma, Vishnu and Siva - and other gods like Murugan and the
Bhagavati, as well as folk deities assimilated from Tamil Nadu
such as the Karuppu Swami, and the Mariamman who is central
to their craftsmanship. The Mariamman is the primary deity
worshipped by the Kumbharans.

The Mariamman is literally the personification of the earth
itself as a Mother Goddess. She has been identified to be a
central part of the ancient Tamil folk religion during the Sangam
Age. The journey of the Kumbharan people through the
heartland of the Thamizhakam could have led to the Mariamman
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assuming a central position in their religious beliefs. She is
considered the bringer of good fortune for the community,
as she provides them with the earth which forms the basis
of their traditional livelihood. The Miriamman in Tamil Nadu
has been noted by historians to be similar to the North Indian
fertility Goddess Sitala Devi, who is worshipped by the Kumhar
community of potters (considered ethnically the same as the
Keralite Kumbharan) in Maharashtra, Gujarat and the rest of
North India.

The Wheel as a Symbol of Religious Piety

The Kumbharans are social group who place great emphasis
on personal rules of purity or Sudhi. They consider their work
with the earth as being an activity which is fundamentally pure,
as it involves invoking the blessings of the Mariamman before
the wheel is spun to forge pottery. The potter’s wheel used by
the Kumbharans is intricately linked with their religious belief,
with the worker’s shed being considered the equivalent of a
temple, and the wheel a manifestation of Vioou’s discus. Talking
to one of the senior potters in Varavattoor who spoke with
much reverence about the craft revealed that the design of the
initial potter’s wheel was such that it involved an incredible level
of balancing by the artisan.

The primal potter’s wheel is a pivoted spoked wheel
comprising the felly, a pivot, and a base. The pivot is wooden
and shaped like a top, with a wooden or iron stud that goes
into the stand. It is not possible to keep the wheel upright
on the base unless it is being spun at a rapid pace. This
technique has been outlined by Saraswati and Behura (1966).
The potter has to first seek the blessings of the Mariamman
before spinning the wheel with sufficient force to create the
momentum required to balance it on the screw. The wheel thus
spun can go out of balance at any point if the potter loses
his concentration, and the initial prayer is meant as a way to
appease the Goddess so that she does not bring misfortune
upon the potter.

The potter throws a lump of prepared clay on the

fast-spinning wheel so as to being crafting the pot. Should
any slight imbalance descend upon the wheel, the potter faces
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the risk of both the clay being thrown off the wheel, and the
whole apparatus falling on his feet, dealing a crushing blow
that could cause fracture at the very least. Instances of the
wheel breaking loose and cutting off toes and entire feet were
described by the community members as consequences of the
slightest misfortune or ignorance. Invoking the Mariamman by
prayer needs to be done once the potter completed his job as
well, as a token of thanking for the deity’s benevolence upon
the Kumbharan and his family.

The three components of a potter’s workflow are also
linked to his religious belief, specifically to the Trimortis of
Brohmanism. The basic elements of pottery include the wheel,
the lump of clay which is moulded into the pot, and a thread
used by the potter to separate the finished pot from the
wheel. The religious belief of the potter is that each of
these represents an aspect of the Trimurtis Brahma, Vishnu
and Siva. As has been mentioned earlier, the wheel itself is
considered a manifestation of Vishnu’s Chakra (discus). The
potter considers the lump of clay thrown on the wheel to be
symbolic of the Sivalinga, which is the general manifestation
of Siva in Saivite temples. The Linga (phallus) of Siva signifies
fertility and prosperity, which in tandem with the blessings of
the Mariamman, is of prime importance to the Kumbharan. The
finished article is separated from the wheel with the help of
a thread that the potter expertly coils around the pot before
pulling it forward to cut the item off the wheel. The cutting
thread is, in the eyes of the traditional Kumbharan, the Punul
(sacred thread) worn by the creator God Brahma.

Poverty as a Handmaiden to Exclusion

The social exclusion faced by the community was also
accompanied by widespread poverty across the years. Even
in the old days when they had plenty of business in the
village economy, the community members earned very little in
terms of money. Most of the payment that they used to get
was in terms of kind, primarily grain. The elder generation
of Kumbharans speak with great respect of the local Nair
Tharavads which acted as their patrons, often buying their
products and creating a steady demand for the items in the
traditional village economy. Giving pots to toddy tappers of
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the Ezhava community also fetched toddy in return (Singh, et
al., 2002) - this trend however, was blamed by the women to
have given rise to rampant alcoholism among menfolk of the
community.

The receipt of returns in kind is not viewed as a drawback
by the elderly members of the community, as they highlighted an
absence of hunger as being a very satisfactory result for them.
However, the lack of monetary income was a cause of rather
pitiable living conditions, as most members of the community
lived in kutcha houses in the past. The lack of monetary income
was also an impediment to accessing education, clothing, and
modern amenities in the past.

The lack of proper monetary returns from the traditional
industry also means that technological innovations and modern
means of production are out of the traditional Kumbharan’s
reach. The poverty and lack of political clout also locks them
out of accessing clay, which is becoming an increasingly rare
resource. In the past, the symbiotic relationship which the
potters had with the feudal lords allowed them to collect clay
from the fields. Today, environmental regulations mean that
this is no longer possible. It is also difficult for potters to
extract sand and clay legally since they are not financially sound
enough to procure requisite permits from the Government.
The sharp decline in availability of river sand has forced many
potters to using substituted such as M-sand and quarry waste
to make their wares. However, the pots thus produced see
visible degradation in quality.

The procurement of raw materials is also becoming an
expensive process for the individual potter. Each truckload
of clay required for the production of pots costs around Rs.
25,000/- to procure, and the cost is only rising every year.
Clay is available in abundance in neighbouring Tamil Nadu at
much cheaper prices, but the potters do not have the financial
muscle to purchase it from there and transport it all the way to
Kerala.

Aside from the lack raw materials required for making pots,

the traditional Kumbharan also faces technical issues in the
production process. The community members continue to use
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traditional kilns which are inefficient in production. The primitive
technology involved in the traditional kiln leads to large-scale
inefficiency by causing breakage of pots in huge numbers
during the firing process. Three such instances were withessed
during the field survey, at Vailathur, Pookkottumpadam and
Aruvacode, where the rudimentary technology involved in firing
the pots led to the potters becoming broke and their hard work
being wasted. In Vailathur, the accident led to not just the
breakage of the entire stock of pots kept for firing, but also a
complete burning down of the work shed, which was thatched.

At Aruvacode, the kiln misfired on three continuous
instances, thus forcing the potter into abject poverty, until he
shifted his operations to Melattur. At Melattur, he was observed
to be a normal employee in a fairly profitable pottery enterprise.
Thus, the inefficiency of the traditional apparatus forced the
potter to go from entrepreneur to a nominal worker for the sake
of meeting his family’s expenses. Although he is able to earn
more than he used to as a free potter, the loss of independence
is something he is unable to digest. When asked if he was
willing to return to his hometown, he replied that he would
love to, but not until he had made enough money to being afresh.

Education as a Gamechanger

The largely illiterate Kumbharans started getting more
exposure to the outside world around five decades, ago, when
the children of the community started attending local schools.
However, as stated earlier, children in those days found it
difficult to mingle with their peers in school, and dropout rates
were extremely high. The dropout rate was higher among
girls than boys. Over time, efforts by a few fairly educated
community members and encouragement from local bodies
helped some children grow out of their fear of common society
and embrace modernity.

In the case of certain settlements like Aruvacode, children
started attending school more often beginning in the 1980s,
although collegiate education still remained a dream for most.
It was also pointed out in many interviews by middle aged
individuals that seeing the rest of the society attaining progress
made them feel the same way for their children too, and thus
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they encouraged children to go to school more often and
study more than they used previously. The efforts of school
authorities in encouraging the Kumbharan children to study also
cannot be overlooked in many cases.

Modern education has granted the children of the community
an ability to communicate better with the outside society, grab
opportunities which were previously inaccessible to their
predecessors, and often deviate from their traditional livelihood
into more profitable and uplifting professions. Recent times
have seen engineers, doctors, social scientists, and highly
skilled artisans emerging from the community. There are also a
number of other government officials from the community who
have been able to put their abilities to good use courtesy of
receiving good education. The increase in the educational levels
of the community, while throwing open more opportunities, has
also led to a situation where the traditional way of livelihood is
becoming lost at a rapid pace.

Breaking the Shackles of Tradition

Youngsters interviewed as part of the study were very
vocal when it came to rejecting traditional notions of caste
superiority. A great desire to break away from a past which
they consider restrictive was visible in many cases, and today,
caste endogamy is slowly getting discarded. Although an
overwhelming majority of Kumbharans prefer to marry within
their own community while practicing clan exogamy, there have
been many individuals who have dared to marry individuals
belonging to other castes and religions. Most of these
individuals are highly educated and accomplished individuals,
and as a result, their modern outlook has not been refuted by
elder members of the community. Although senior members
of the community do feel a certain disdain towards the actions
of these youngsters they are powerless to speak against the
younger generation who represent a changing face for the
community as a whole.

The desire to break away from tradition is also visible
in the views of many youngsters who frown at the prospect
of pursuing pottery as their means of livelihood. One of the
significant changes brought about by the modern education
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system among the community members is that they are today
aware of the opportunities that exist for them outside of
the traditional occupation. This has also led to the younger
generation looking at the traditional livelihood through the eye
of an opportunity cost. This outlook has led to an inevitable
decline in the interest of the youngsters.

Although the opportunity cost of pursuing pottery as an
occupation is very high for both the old and new generations
alike, the older generation continue to practice pottery solely
because crafting pottery is much like a ritual to them. For
such individuals, going prolonged periods without making the
clay pots is a nightmare. Apart from the few settlements
where potters have been able to achieve sustainability from
their traditional industry, the situation looks largely bleak due
to the uncertain and often poor returns from carrying on the
traditional occupation.

Elder members of the community expressed an opinion
that it is modernity and thoughts about money that influenced
many of their younger peers to abandon the craft. The old
system where the life of the Kumbharan revolved simply around
making pots as their way of life, rather than making money
for sustenance, is much cherished by such septuagenarian and
octogenarian individuals.

The opportunity cost of pottery was explained by the
potters as being very high owing to exorbitant rates of
acquiring raw material and technology. Making pots also
requires the potter to work tirelessly for anywhere between
15 to 20 days, after which they can be fired and sold as the
finished product. However, the technical backwardness of their
industry does not guarantee one hundred per cent success
rate in firing, and again, the prices received by them for their
products is very low. The fear that the older community
members hold towards interacting freely with the public forces
many of them to sell their wares to intermediaries who pay
them only a pittance compared to the prices the wares fetch in
the open market.
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The discrimination meted out to the potters by
intermediaries can be illustrated by the example of potters
at Varavattoor, who reportedly received only Rs. 20 and Rs.
27 for small and big pots respectively. The same products
are sold for Rs. 120 and Rs. 140 respectively in the Thrissur
market. Urban consumers buy the wares for prices that are
far higher than what the producer gets, thus implying that
intermediaries take a huge chunk of the profit involved in
pottery. It must be noted that a potter can escape the clutches
of the intermediaries and make a sustainable living from
pottery, as in the case of Chinnan, who chose to not involve
intermediaries in his business. As stated earlier, he makes
good living from traditional pottery, but this partly due to the
fact that he has completely obliterated intermediaries in his
area. The situation is a win-win for all parties involved as the
potter, in the absence of intermediaries, can charge around Rs.
60-70 for his wares, which is a price that consumers are more
than willing to pay.

Given how little most of them earn from their traditional
occupation, it was not a surprise to see that most of them
have abandoned pottery as a tactic to survive in the modern
world. The potters say that every day spent working as a
casual labourer, for instance, instead of pottery, helps them
earn above Rs. 700. Some of them continue making pots in
their leisure time simply because they are unable to let go
their past. However, the younger generation has no such
qualms, and they happily pursue other occupations. There are
youngsters who practice masonry, carpentry, and other jobs,
as well as technically skilled work including those of electrician,
welder, etc. in the community, having been to industrial training
institutes (ITls).

The question of opportunity cost is thus, one which cannot
be ignored. The mentality of educated individuals in the
community can be seen from the perspective of an artistically
skilled young man at Aruvicode who drives a JCB for his
living. Despite being blessed with a skill set envied by many,
terracotta art and pottery have never appealed to him. His
words capture the mood of the present generation towards the
age-old tradition of pottery. To quote him,
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“If my time and energy can give me a better livelihood from
other occupations, why should | waste my time huddled over
the wheel which is nothing more than a symbol of a sacred, but
impoverished past?”

Taking Tradition Hand-in-hand with Modernity

While youngsters abandoning pottery for other careers
is becoming increasingly common among the Kumbhirans,
there are a few bright spots for the traditional industry among
the youngsters. There are educated, highly skilled young
Kumbhirans in many potter settlements who seek to bring
their modernity as a way to salvage the traditional occupation
and make it a sustainable livelihood option. A number of
encouraging signs were seen in locations like Pathramangalam,
Muttil, Aruvacode and Pookkottumpadam, where youngsters
exhibited a keen interest in new innovations.

Unlike the older generation for whom making the art is
a literal work of devotion and subservience to his superior
Gods with is unquestioned devotion and reverence, younger
members of the community who practice pottery do not always
pay heed to traditional belief systems. With technological
advancements including the presence of the stable traditional
wheel, and the modern mechanized electric wheel, the potter
stands no risk of losing his limbs to his instrument of creation.
Practices such as offering prayers to the Mannu Miriamman
have been therefore done away with by the younger potters,
some of whom go as far as calling it a superstition.

While they are highly critical of associating the art with
religious beliefs, the youngsters like to stick to the traditions
followed in the community’s temples and annual festivals.
They also choose to take a neutral stand with regard to
subjects like caste endogamy, choosing to not anger or
disappoint the elders despite they being open minded about
such aspects themselves. They are however, vocal when it
comes to opposing certain misogynistic practices prevalent
in the community, such as denigrating women to an inferior
status within the household, menstrual taboos, and practices
like paying a bride price for marriage.
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For many youngsters who have made a conscious choice
of sticking to pottery as their career, it is mostly driven by a
desire to reconnect with a lost heritage. The education and
subsequent exposure they have received has helped these
youngsters identify newer ways to express their artistic skills,
such as terracotta murals, decorative pots, painted pottery,
and ceramics. These decorative pieces which would cater to a
vast export market and urban populace in Indian metros are in
addition to novel household products and terracotta rings which
are lowered into traditional wells in Kerala.

Increased interactions with outsiders has also led the
youngsters to work towards direct marketing of their products.
The youngsters indulge in using multiple marketing channels,
including online sales, making wares according to custom
orders, etc. which eliminate the presence of exploitative
intermediaries. The product innovations engineered by the
younger generation are largely alien to the older generation,
with the possible exception of Aruvicode, where the efforts
of the Dasthakari Haath Samiti and K B Jinan during the early
1990s encouraged potters young and old alike to experiment
with clay and make diversified products that could appeal to an
upscale urban audience.

Comparing the Inter-Generational Life Tra jectories

The life courses of the younger and older generations are
thus highly divergent. Certain aspects of a shared community
life such as temple festivities, ritual practices associated with
family events, etc. help keep the community’s distinct spirit and
identity alive. However, the career choices have undergone
a sweeping change as a result of the Kumbhirans attaining
higher levels of education and letting go of many aspects of the
tradition, such as usage of their mother tongue, and in many
cases, the traditional livelihood as a whole.

The various factors which have combined to drag the
Kumbhorans into a state of social marginalization can be
identified as a distinct ethnicity, the presence of a rigid caste
system, use of an exclusive language and abstinence from
using
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Malayalam for communication. = The social background of
the community as people who came from outside Kerala
and continued with their traditions in seclusion from other
local communities with the exception of the Nair, Nambutiri,
Ambalavasis and certain castes like the washerman and barber
(lyer, 1912; Thurston, 1909;Singh, et al. 2002),can be concluded
to have brought about a spatial separation for the Kumbharans.
The intra-community linkages which prevent them from breaking
traditions or moving out from the potter settlement can also be
considered to have limited their social interactions to a large
extent. The prevalence of using an indigenous language which
was alien to the general populace of Kerala only served to
alienate the community further from the mainstream of society
when the renaissance of Kerala society was going on in the
20th century.

The psychological fears and apprehensions thus created
have not only prevented the community from going mainstream
in Kerala society, but also led to others side-lining them
increasingly. This social marginalization has only led to the
community members finding it unable to gain education, thus
remaining unsuccessful in the traditional industry by not fulfilling
their capabilities. The state of social marginalization going bring
economic ruin, which in turn reinforces the marginalized feeling,
can be considered a vicious circle which has engulfed the older
generation of the Kumbharans.

Modern education can be zeroed in on as the single most
influential factor in diverting the life choices and trajectories of
the community. It has broken the wheel of oppression which
greatly limited the older generations. Irrespective of whether
they stick to pottery, or go in search of other career choices,
the youngsters are able to traverse a much more open and
rewarding life course. Modern education has granted them
the ability to bring product innovations and technical upgrades
into the traditional industry, thus providing a beacon of hope to
the elder Kumbharans. The only problem that such individuals
face is a lack of capital for investment into the industry, but if
enough capital is present, the traditional industry can flourish,
as proven by the people at Aruvacode, Pookkottumpadam,
Pathramangalam, and Vadakara.
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Conclusion:

Piecing together the various aspects of the lives of the
traditional Kumbharan is a process which can link their social
situation to their economic hardships. Each of the individual
aspects of the potter, such as traditional belief systems,
psychological issues posed by the prevalence of a traditional
language, the ruthless subjugation of females in the community,
and economic ruin of the traditional industry, are closely woven
together.

The situation of social marginalization which haunted the
community during the days of the older generations has today
somewhat started eroding thanks to the younger generation
gaining education and moving away from clustered settlements
into an independent urban lifestyle. The greater occupational
mobility exhibited by the younger generation has also enabled
them to make life choices which were previously inaccessible
to their older generations. Understanding the role of modern
education as the breaker of a vicious circle is important when
one studies how two generations of Kumbharans have fared in
Kerala society.

Although winds of change are sweeping through the potter
community today, the situation where social upliftment happens
at the expense of the traditional industry cannot be considered
to bode well for society. If the current situation persists, we
could see the traditional knowledge of pottery disappear into
oblivion. Effort must therefore be taken to ensure that such
a tragedy does not happen. The Government of Kerala can
learn much from other states like Uttar Pradesh(Sodhi, 2006;
Rath, 2001) and West Bengal (Maiti, 2008) who have given
great importance to the revival of the craft in their states.
Uttar Pradesh, especially has seen the Kumbhirans become
extremely self-sufficient entrepreneurs who have made a niche
for themselves in the world handicraft market. The way out
of poverty for the traditional industry is to usher in modern
techniques, and it has also been proven in Kerala itself that with
sufficient investment, pottery can become a highly profitable
endeavour. Until such efforts gain traction, it can only be
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concluded that the traditional activity is facing an uncertain
future at best.
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Mystique of Stardom and
Making of a Celebrity

Indu M.S

Abstract

Celebrity refers to popular fame and public attention in the
media, usually applied to a person, or group of people or
occasionally, to animals or fictional entities. These stars
were considered as capital value; a sort of consumerism was
established. Though its generally said that the film industry
construct stars, they too have a role in constructing their
own image and participation in their own myth making. Media
plays a great role in the authentication of star status. Image
construction is predominantly about ’illusionism’. Manufacturing
a star image confronts them with a loss of identity. As a
fragmented self, the star with more than one image can be
compared to a child prior to the mirror phase and ’unaware’
of his difference or that which seperates her/him from
mother. Stars can also be taken as shifting signifiers reflecting
time. As signs, they function as mediators between real and
the imaginary and sometimes, spectator expectations are
transferred on to it.

Keywords: Stardom, celebrity, star value

Who is a celebrity?
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On the publication of Childe Harold, poet Byron declared
that he went to bed and woke up famous. Celebrity is "a
person who is well-known for his well-knownness.”, defines the
famous historian Daniel Boorstin. Celebrity refers to popular
fame and public attention in the media, usually applied to a
person, or group of people (celebrity couple or family etc.), or
occasionally, to animals or fictional entities.

Who is a star?

“Stars articulate what it is to be a human being in
contemporary society; that is, they express the particular notion
we hold of the person of the ’individual’ but they articulate
both the promise and the difficulty that the notion of the
individual presents for all of us who live by it... Stars represent
typical ways of behaving, feeling and thinking in contemporary
society, ways that have been socially, culturally, historically
constructed”, says Richard Dyer (Heavenly Bodies: Film Stars
and Society).

Celebrity and star system are generally associated with
Hollywood. Hollywood, first of all is an industry, a collection of
profit maximizing cooperation with its headquarters at United
States. In early cinemas, films bore only the name of the
studio and productions were anonymous. Certain performers
became so popular than others. Naturally, these performers
were perceived as having much star value. These stars
were considered as capital value; a sort of consumerism was
established. Mary Pickford also known as "Little Mary” in her
films of that period can be called as the first 'real’ star followed
by Charlie Chaplin. As long as this capital value of stars made
the studios’ fortunate, they too made fortunes.

Both male and female stars were archetypal. After the
introduction of sound, there was a shift in their stereotypes, but
this was the case only with male stars. Female stars remained
virgins or complete sex-goddess. Their main purpose was just
to provide a sense of beauty and eroticism while male stars
could be anti-heroes or rebels or socially aware heroes.

n3



Mystique of Stardom and Making of a Celebrity

Hollywood dominated the western film industry and they
massively exported star ‘commodities’ for some stars, ‘going to
Hollywood’ made them mega stars. Stars sold films. Producers
put up money for films to include the most popular celebrities.
Even film scripts were written with specific stars in mind. As
films are considered platforms for performers to exhibit their
talents, stars equally turned out to be vehicles for film genres.

Even the advertising field has no exemption. For example,
Aiswarya Rai being the model for 'Lux’ soap or Manju Warrier
being the brand ambassador for ’Kalyan Jewellers’; not only
those brands that gained fortune, but those advertisements sell
their names there by brings fortune to those stars too. 'Boost’
changed their model Sachin Tendulkar since his star value
started deteriorating after his retirement from international
cricket. These advertisements sometimes propagated some
wrong notions or ideologies though without intention and the
star value of the models added to it. For example, in the
advertisement of a soap ’Indulekha’, in which Mammootty is the
model, a candidate who was once rejected in an interview, after
using this soap turned fair and was selected. The craze for
something fair, that colonial hangover left in us gets highlighted
here though not intentionally and the star value of Mammootty
adds to it.

Officially star system went into a decline after 1950 owing
to the Hollywood studio system collapse. Also with the increase
of young audience from 1960s and still they continue their
domination, stars are of a different order- example ’even more
like us’ but still they are stars.

Though its generally said that the film industry construct
stars, they too have a role in constructing their own image and
participation in their own myth making. Media plays a great
role in the authentication of star status. Image construction is
predominantly about ‘illusionism’ about ‘putting there’ what in
fact isn’t there. They appear on screen, but they are not really
there; a carefully manufactured appearance. But spectators
accept this construct as real. This admiration and fan ship
gradually grows and finally stars turn out to be idols and they
are worshipped as we know there are temples in Tamilnadu
for film Stars like Rajinikanth. This admiration turns out to the

14



G A C RESEARCH JOURNAL Vol.1i. Issue: 1, January 2021

level of imitation and sometimes, a mania. A case was reported
about the death of a boy who climbed up a train and danced
while imitating Sharukh khan in a popular Hindi song “Chaiyya
Chaiyya”from the movie Dilse and many suicide cases and
attempts were reported during the time of M.G.R.’s death.

The stars primarily reach us through appearance; especially
with bodies. But this ‘reaching-us-with-their-bodies’ changes
depending upon male and female stars as ageing is a great
problem for female stars. Comparatively there is a lack of roles
for older, mature women. For male stars, ageing is less of an
issue. Star, when taken as a construct has three component
parts- first, the real person, second, the reel person or the
character he enacts and third, the star’s persona, which exists
independently of, but is a combination of the other two. The
film industry makes the multi- faceted star images and so does
the star and the audience chooses. In this respect, the star-
image has four component parts- first, what the industry puts
out, second what the media and critics, say, third, what the
stars say and fourth, what audience say and select, even to the
point of imitation that varies from person to person.

Star images, are more than just the image. They can
extend in meaning, and over the public and private spheres;
they are intertextual that is a star’s image is used by others;
they are multimedia; and finally they have histories that may
outlive their lives. A star thus becomes a cluster of meanings
or a combination of various parts. So stardom can be taken as
an unstable phenomenon.

Manufacturing a star image confronts them with a loss of
identity. As a fragmented self, the star with more than one
image can be compared to a child prior to the mirror phase and
‘unaware’ of his difference or that which separates her/him
from mother. The construction of star is about excess, excess
of meaning which may be reflected in his/her life style. Very
rarely we accept un excessed star images but those exceptions
are also a part of their star image.

Stars can also be taken as shifting signifiers reflecting

time. As signs, they function as mediators between real
and the imaginary and sometimes, spectator expectations
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are transferred on to it. For example, in Hollywood, during
1930s and 40s two types of female characters were mostly
portrayed, as independent ‘just as good as the boys’ and
as the weak, vulnerable type. During 1950s the feminine -
masculine independent type were replaced by dutiful wives
at home supporting her husband. By the late 1960s a radical
liberal feministic portrayal of female characters prevailed.

A star functions as both extraordinary and ordinary. In
the first instance, she or he turns out to be an object of
our speculation or an impossible object of our desire. In
the latter case, she/he is ‘just like us’- an identification of
stars with the spectators. But in neither of these binary
functions, star becomes a subject but she/he is always the
object. The star on the screen is absence made presence
and spectator is the subject. In this respect, the screen turns
out to be a mirror into which the spectator and for a moment
she/he identifies herself/ himself. But soon they realise their
lack, a separation- the star as ’'not like us’. What was once
seen- now becomes absence- an image that stands for the star.

Audience has certain expectations of a star; the star is the
point of synthesis between representation and identification.
She/he represents the ’host culture’ of which she/he is a part
and with which the spectator identifies. She/he stands for the
roles she/he has played before. The star gazer, depending on
the star, expects either a degree of sameness (personification)
or un sameness (impersonation). To this effect, strategies of
performance are mobilized both by the industry and the star
to satisfy this need. These strategies function as markers of
authenticity.
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Education and Upward
Social Mobility: A Study of
Malayalam Novel
Saraswativi jayam by
Potheri Kunhambu

Manu Madhav

Abstract

In a caste-ridden society like India, social reformers often
stressed the need for education for the uplifting the depressed
classes and for getting rid of superstitious beliefs and other
social evils. In Kerala, social reformers and renaissance leaders
like Sree Narayana Guru and Ayyankali recognised the role of
education to free the lower caste people and untouchables
from the shackles of caste system. Potheri Kunhambu (1857
- 1919) was a social reformer and novelist who belonged to
the Malabar region of Kerala. This paper attempts to analyse
the role of education in upward social mobility as portrayed
in the Malayalam Novel Saraswativijayam (1892) written by
Potheri Kunhambu. The novel was written at a time when the
Kerala Society was reeling under the curse of untouchability.
The novelist advocates western education as a means of
emancipating the ‘untouchables’. The novel was a critique of the
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chaturvarnya system which divided the Indian society into four
Varnas. The novel was also a systematic assault on Brahminical
writings like Manusmriti, which sanctified the inhuman caste
system.

Keywords: Saraswativijayam - Education - Upward Social
Mobility — Untouchability — Critique of Brahminism

One of the greatest injustices associated with the caste
system in India was the denial of education to the members
of the lower castes. The caste system in India divided human
beings into four varnas or ranks; Brahmins (priests), Kshatriyas
(rulers), Vaishyas (traders) and the Shudras (labourers).
The persons who were outside this varna system were the
‘Untouchables’ or the Dalits who performed the menial jobs.
Education was prohibited under the varna system to the Shudras
and the Dalits. This denial of education to the lower castes
was a part of the insidious agenda of the elite castes to keep
the lower castes in eternal subordination. The subservience
of the lower castes was essential to maintain the economic
structure of the society based on feudalism. As pointed out by
B.R. Ambedkar, the denial of education to the members of the
lower castes was sanctified by Brahminical texts like Gautama
Dharma Sutra. According to Gautama Dharma Sutra, if a Shudra
“listens intentionally to (a recitation of) the Veda, his ears shall
be filled with (molten) tin or lac. If he recites (Vedic texts), his
tongue shall be cut out. If he remembers them, his body shall
be split in twain” (qtd. in Ambedkar Who Were the Shudras 37).

Hence major social reform movements in India concentrated
on imparting education to the depressed classes of the society.
Major social reformers like Jyotiba Phule and Ayyankali by their
respective organisations, Satyashodhak Samaj and Sadhujana
Paripalana Sangham strived for the education of the Dalits. The
social reformers understood the importance of education in
ensuring the upward social mobility of the depressed classes
of the society. Potheri Kunhambu was one such social reformer
from Northern Kerala. He was born in the year 1857 at
Pallikunnu near Kannur in a Thiyya family. He attained success
as a lawyer and went on to become the chairman of the Kannur
Municipality. He fought against untouchability by participating
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in mishrabhojanam (inter-caste community feast) and tried to
uplift the lower caste Pulaya people by opening a school for
them. In the year 1892 he published the novel Saraswativijayam,
one of the earliest novels in Malayalam language. In the novel
he championed the cause of the education of Dalits by narrating
the story of an untouchable Pulaya man who rises from a state
of servitude and poverty to a position of power and prestige
due to the education received by him. The major characters in
the novel are Kuberan Nambudiri, a Brahmin landlord; Subhadra,
the daughter of Kuberan Nambudiri; Ramankutty Nambiar, the
servant of Kuberan Nambudiri and the untouchable Pulaya man
who later adopts the name Jesudasan, on his conversion to
Christianity.

The novel has a simple plot and it begins on a day
when Kuberan Nambudiri along with his daughters and his
servant Ramankutty Nambiar are returing to his lllam (house
of Nambudiris in Kerala) after a long journey. While resting at
a place they hear a beautiful song from the fields. Eager to
know about the singer, Kuberan Nambudiri sends his servant
Ramankutty Nambiar to investigate. When Ramankutty Nambiar
reaches the spot, he realises that the singer is a Pulaya
man, an untouchable. Unable to control his anger Ramankutty
Nambiar kicks the Pulaya man who falls unconscious. Believing
the Pulaya man to be dead, Ramankutty Nambiar narrates the
incident to Kuberan Nambudiri. When Kuberan Nambudiri comes
to know that the singer is his untouchable Pulaya slave, he is
shocked. However on knowing that Ramankutty Nambiar has
killed the Pulaya man, Kuberan Nambudiri gets pleased and gifts
him clothes. Later the Nambudiri explains to his granddaughter
the reason for gifting clothes to Ramankutty Nambiar for killing
the Pulaya man. According to him, “Cherumas are not even
supposed to learn how to read and write. If he does learn
and what’'s more begins to sing as well, we shan’t have any
rains” (8-9). Subsequently, the Nambudiri decides to banish the
family of the Pulaya man. When Kuberan Nambudiri questions
the mother of the Pulaya man, she informs him that her son
was taught to read, write and sing by the white sahib in whose
plantation her son works. She also informs the Nambudiri
that there is a school for Cherumas in the plantation. The
information about the Pulayas receiving education from the
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white sahibs causes great consternation in the Nambuthiri. He
expresses his utter dismay in the following words:

Why did you not inform me about this earlier? You are
not supposed to learn how to read and write. If you educate
yourself, not only you, but the entire country will be stricken
with poverty. Don’t you see that the rainfall has decreased?
We get only thunder and lightning these days. If you go against
the religion of the rishis isn’t it inevitable that all of this will
come to pass? Ayyo! Ayyo! What are these mleccha white
men up to? They will be satisfied only after they have set the
country on fire. (10)

Kuberan Nambudiri refers to these new developments
as the result of Kaliyuga (the last of the yugas or ages
when dharma or righteousness is at the nadir). He also
refers about the Treta Yuga, a golden age when King Sri
Rama ruled the country. He quotes a verse in Sanskrit from
Sriramodantakavyam which describes how Sri Rama killed
Sambuka, a Shudra who dared to practice austerities and
penance, meant only for the Brahmins. Thus Kuberan Nambudiri
is a character who desperately tries to maintain Brahminical
hegemony and caste structure of Kerala society. He wants
to ensure the permanent subordination of the Shudras and
the Dalits and strongly resents the attempts made by the
Dalits for social emancipation and upward social mobility by
receiving western education. He also tries to dissuade the
British officers of Malabar district from supporting the activities
aimed at imparting education to the untouchables. The following
arguments are raised by Kuberan Nambudiri while talking to the
District Collector:

Brahma created caste. Those who indulged in criticism
of Brahmins and other sins in their previous birth were then
born as lower castes in their next birth. They must pay in this
birth for the gravity of the sin committed in the previous one.
Learning from this example others will not criticize Brahmins. It
would be against God’s wishes to try and promote education
among these people and improve their lives. It would be a sin.
In fact the smritis say that they should not be allowed into the
village itself (35-36).
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According to Kuberan Nambudiri, “God has created Sudras
to be our servants and servants don’t need education”
(34). Kuberan Nambudiri quotes Manusmriti to justify all
his arguments and to assert that Chandalas have no right to
reside in a village, he quotes the following lines from Manusmriti.

But the dwellings of “Fierce” Untouchables and
“dog-cookers” should be outside the village; they must
use discarded bowls, and dogs and donkeys should be their
wealth. (Manu, 10:51). Their clothing should be the clothes of
the dead, and their food should be in broken dishes; their
ornaments should be made of black iron, and they should
wander constantly. (Manu, 10:52) (qtd. in Kunhambu 34)

Kuberan Nambudiri is thus a Brahminical zealot who
steadfastly tries to maintain a society based on Varna system.
He cannot even tolerate the fact that his Shudra servant bears
the name of Lord Rama. Kuberan Nambudiri is greatly angered
when his servant (a man of Nair caste classified as Shudra) is
referred to as ‘Ramankutty’. According to Kuberan Nambudiri,
his servant should be referred to as ‘Darutty’, which means ‘a
block of wood’ (24-25). Kuberan Nambudiri then elaborates the
laws of Manu which prohibit Shudras from having respectable
names. “(The name) of a priest should have (a word for)
auspiciousness, of a ruler strength, of a commoner property,
and (the name) of a servant should breed disgust” (qtd. in
Kunhambu 25).

The caste system in Kerala as practiced till Indian
independence was severe and rigid. However, there was a time
when Kerala society was devoid of caste system. According
to A. Sreedhara Menon, during the Sangam period (the first
five centuries of Christian era), Kerala was part of Tamilakam
(65). During the Sangam age, the people of Kerala mainly
followed Dravidian practices which were not related to any
particular religion (83). However, they were also influenced by
the religions that came from North India like Jainism, Buddhism
and Brahminism (83). A. Sreedhara Menon notes that Buddhism
exerted great influence on the people of Kerala until 8th
century A.D when it came under the attack of Hindu saints like
Sankaracharya (87). He further notes the following: “In the
8th century A.D the Aryanisation of Kerala reached its climax
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with a major batch of Brahmin immigrants coming here and
strengthening the already existing forces of Brahminism” (89).
The strengthening of Brahminism invariably led to the spread
of Brahminical ideologies founded on the concept of Varna. It
also led to the waning of Buddhism and Jainism in Kerala. In
the work Buddhism in Kerala, P.C. Alexander notes the following:

The Namboodiri Brahmins were the chief defenders of
the vedic faith and the chief opponents of the Buddhists in
Kerala. Sankara’s teachings had profound and far-reaching
influences in Kerala. The Namboodiries constituted themselves
into a militant band for establishing the supremacy of the vedic
faith and carried on a vigorous persecution of the Bauddhas.
It was during this period that the word “Bauddha” became a
synonym for a contemptible man. The viharas of Buddhists
were converted into Hindu temples and the images of the
Buddha were removed from all the prominent places. Social
ostracism was the chief weapon which the Namboodiries used
for destroying the influence of Buddhism. The Bauddhas
were not allowed to enter Hindu houses and temples and to
participate in the social functions. They could not bathe in
the public tanks or even touch the wells of the Hindus. The
disabilities imposed on the Bauddhas were so great that they
were compelled to change their religion (184-185).

When the Bauddhas changed their religion from Buddhism
to Brahminical Hinduism, they were accepted only as lower
castes, Shudras and untouchables in Kerala society. According
to B. R. Ambedkar, the “Broken Men” practiced Buddhism and
they had no reverence for the Brahmins. As a result, the
“Broken Men” or Dalits were condemned by the Brahmins
as untouchables (Ambedkar The Untouchables 76). In Kerala
society, the Brahmins were mainly Nambudiris (Kerala Brahmins).
The royal families of Kerala were considered as Kshatriyas,
while a major community called Nairs, though considered
as savarna were classified as Shudras. The castes like
Ezhavas, Thiyyas and Dalits like Pulayas and Parayas, not
included in any varna constituted the avarnas or lower caste
people. Kuberan Nambudiri in the novel Saraswativijayam,
belongs to the Nambudiri or the Kerala Brahmin community.
Kuberan Nambudiri’s servant, Ramankutty Nambiar is a Nair
and Jesudasan belongs to the untouchable Pulaya community.
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Kuberan Nambudiri lives fully by the laws of Manusmriti and
earnestly tries to hinder the upward social mobility of Pulayas
like Jesudasan.

However the attempts made by upper caste people
like Kuberan Nambuthiri to deny education to Dalits failed
desperately in Kerala. This was due to the activities of the
Christian Missionaries who established educational institutions.
As Krishna Kumar and Joachim Oesterheld observe, “The
European expansion in India was, from the very beginning,
accompanied by missionary activities, which started with the
Jesuits’ arrival after Vasco Da Gama’s discovery of the sea
route and was followed by, in the early eighteenth century,
Protestant missionaries who settled in the Malabar coast”
(Kumar 3). The activities of the Christian missionaries exerted
tremendous influence on the Pulayas of Kerala. Many of the
Pulayas of Kerala converted to Christianity and started to attend
the schools of Christian missionaries where they received
modern western education. According to George Oommen,
“From the late 1860s onwards in Travancore, there was a
large-scale conversion of Dalits to Christianity. As a result
of this, there was an unprecedented growth in the Christian
population, especially during the period 1891-1911” (Oommen
102). In Malabar region too, Europeans like Edward Brennen
and Christian Missionaries associated with Basel Evangelical
Mission played a major role in the establishment of educational
institutions. The Pulaya man in the novel Saraswativijayam
converts to Christianity and adopts the name Jesudasan. He had
not died as a result of the kick he received from Ramankutty
Nambiar and had only become unconscious. He later escapes
from his native village and goes to Kozhikode. After accepting
him to Christian faith, a European padre sends him to an
English medium school and later to Madras Christian College
for higher education. He studies law, becomes a clerk at the
High Court and rises to the position of Deputy Registrar. Finally,
fifteen years after his supposed death Jesudasan gets posted
as the Sessions Judge at Thalassery in the Kannur district
of Kerala. Meanwhile, Kuberan Nambuthiri and Ramankutty
Nambiar get implicated for the ‘murder’ of the Pulaya man
due to the machinations of his arch enemies Bhavasharman
Nambuthiri and Kuttyhassan. Even though Ramankutty Nambiar
gets arrested, Kuberan Nambuthiri manages to escape to Kashi.
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Bhavasharman Nambuthiri also manages to spread rumours
about the unchaste behaviour of Kuberan Nambuthiri’s daughter
Subhadra. As a result, Subhadra is forced to face the trial
called smarthavicharam and is excommunicated along with her
children. Kuberan Nambuthiri manages to live in exile at Kashi
for fifteen years. Finally he gets caught when a Pulaya servant
of a planter named Joseph recognises him, when the planter
goes to Kashi to meet one of his European friends. Quite
dramatically, the trial of Kuberan Nambuthiri for the ‘murder’ of
the Pulaya man is presided over by Jesudasan, the Sessions
Judge. Finally it gets proved that the Pulaya man kicked by
Ramankutty Nambiar is not dead and that it is none other than
the Judge presiding over the trial. Kuberan Nambuthiri and
Ramankutty Nambiar are thus acquitted. It is also revealed that
Jesudasan is married to Saraswati, the daughter of Subhadra,
the excommunicated daughter of Kuberan Nambuthiri. (After
excommunication, Subhadra and her children were helped by
missionaries who educated Subhadra and gave her employment
as a teacher at a girls’ school). As a result of all these incidents,
Kuberan Nambuthiri gets reformed. The Nambuthiri “who had
been previously of the opinion that even to call a Shudra by
a proper name was not correct, now began to see that such
beliefs were sinful” (89). Ramankutty Nambiar gets released
from jail, manages to meet Jesudasan and falls at his feet to
ask for his forgiveness. He too gets reformed “having given up
forever his hatred for other castes and his useless ignorance”
(91). Thus, as the English translator of the novel Dilip Menon
points out in his afterword, “Saraswativijayam was a radical
novel for its time with its fierce critique of the injustice of caste
and the emancipatory message of education of lower castes”
(98). It was the education received by Jesudasan which helped
him in his upward social mobility. According to G.G. Wankhede,
“the term ‘mobility’ refers to the process by which individuals
move from one position to another in society — positions
which by general consent have been given specific hierarchical
values” (Wankhede 114). Before the arrival of the British and
Christian missionaries, social mobility was prevented by the
caste system. The introduction of western education changed
this scenario to the advantage of the oppressed classes in
Kerala society. George Oommen explains this great social
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change which happened in the Kerala society in the following
words.

The effect of upward mobility among Pulaya Christians
through conversion and increased accessibility to education
began by the end of the nineteenth century. A number of Pulaya
Christian men and women educated in missionary schools and
groomed in boarding establishments were qualified to compete
with Syrians in every way equal to others. They proved that
intellectually they were as competent as high-caste groups
within the Anglican church. For instance, in 1896 when the
Travancore government allowed the Pulaya and other Dalit
Christian students to compete for government scholarships
and for teachers’ certificate, 18 percent of the Tiruvella school
students who belonged to Pulaya and other Dalit castes
obtained the scholarships and certificates passing high up in
the list. (Oommen 114-115)

Potheri Kunhambu was a forerunner of many radical
individuals who dared to challenge the inhuman system of
caste. Like B. R. Ambedkar, he identified the Brahminical
writings like Manusmriti as the root cause of all the evils
associated with caste system. Social reformers of Kerala
like Ayyankali had also realised the role of education for the
upward social mobility of Dalits. Ayyankali was a Pulaya who
belonged to the Travancore region of Kerala and was a fierce
critic of untouchability and caste system. The Dalits of Kerala
like Pulayas were severely oppressed by the upper caste
landlords who denied the Dalits education and proper wages
for their labour. Ayyankali established the Sadhujana Paripalana
Sangham in 1907 to strive for the emancipation of Dalits. He
was the person who was instrumental in launching the first
labour strike in Kerala on the question of wages and for forcing
the Government to take steps for the education of Dalits. He
declared to the upper caste landlords: “If you won’t admit our
children to schools, your lands will lie fallow and grow weeds”
(qtd. in Chentharassery 37). The strike was successful and
the landlords conceded to the demands of Ayyankali. Due to
sustained efforts of persons like Ayyankali, the Government
issued orders in the year 1907 to admit untouchables in
Government schools. However the goons of upper caste
landlords burnt the school which gave admission to a Pulaya
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girl (Gurukkal 262). Even Swadeshabhimani Ramakrishna Pillai,
a fearless journalist noted for his anti-establishment stance,
failed to appreciate the need for Dalit people’s education and
observed as follows:

We don't find any reason to support the claim of the people
who demand complete equality in customs and manners - - and
on that basis seek admission into schools without taking into
account their respective caste merits. To provide admissions
to the caste that has been cultivating land on par with the caste
that has been cultivating intelligence for generations is worse
than tying a horse and a buffalo under the same yoke in order
to make them plough (qtd. in Nisar 79).

The aforementioned remarks made by Swadeshabhimani
Ramakrishna Pillai reveal the diabolical nature of the Brahminical
ideology which had become entrenched in the mind of an
average Indian. Potheri Kunhambu challenges this ideology
of Brahminism which pushed a large number of Indians to
subservience. B.R. Ambedkar described Brahminism as “the
poison which has spoiled Hinduism” (Ambedkar Annihilation of
Caste 310). According to B.R. Ambedkar caste was “nothing
but Brahminism incarnate” (Ambedkar Annihilation of Caste
310). Potheri Kunhambu shared the opinion of B.R. Ambedkar
and in Saraswativijayam, invoked the story of Sambuka from
Ramayana to show how the Brahminical ideology succeeded in
prohibiting education to Shudras and untouchables. The story
of Sambuka appears in Uttarakanda of Valmiki’'s Ramayana.
According to the narrative, Sambuka was a Shudra who dared
to perform religious rites forbidden to Shudras, as per the
diktats of the Varna system. Due to this violation of Varna
rules, the son of a sage dies in Ayodhya. When the sages of
Ayodhya inform the matter to King Rama, he kills Sambuka for
his act of transgression. Thus as per the rules of chaturvarnya,
a Shudra’s act of acquiring knowledge was punishable by death.
B.R. Ambedkar notes the following:

That without penal sanction the ideal of chaturvarnya
cannot be realized is proved by the story in the Ramayana
of Rama killing Shambuka. Some people seem to blame Rama
because he wantonly and without reason killed Shambuka. But
to blame Rama for kiling Shambuka is to misunderstand the
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whole situation. Ram Raj was a raj based on chaturvarnya. As a
king, Rama was bound to maintain chaturvarnya. It was his duty
therefore to kill Shambuka, the Shudra who had transgressed
his class and wanted to be a Brahmin. This is the reason
why Rama killed Shambuka. But this also shows that penal
sanction is necessary for the maintenance of chaturvarnya. Not
only penal sanction is necessary, but the penalty of death is
necessary. That is why Rama did not inflict on Shambuka a
lesser punishment (Ambedkar Annihilation of Caste 268-269).

The untouchable man in Saraswativijayam, escapes the
fate of Sambuka by sheer luck. Though kicked and left to die
by Ramankutty Nambiar, he had only become unconscious and
managed to escape from the village. It is notable that a major
chunk of the novel is devoted by the novelist for making fun
of the absurd laws in Manusmriti. Wendy Doniger and Brian
K.Smith have pointed out the following fact about Manusmriti:

For centuries, the text succeeded simultaneously in
mobilizing the insiders and convincing the outsiders that
Brahmins really were superior, that status was more important
than political or economic power. Even today, Manu remains
the pre-eminent symbol — now a negative symbol - of the
repressive caste system: it is Manu, more than any other text,
that Untouchables burn in their protests. (Doniger ix)

B.R. Ambedkar burned Manusmriti in 1927 when he realised
the role played by the text in sanctifying the Varna system.
Potheri Kunhambu had the same realization about the regressive
nature of Manusmriti which made him devote a major part of his
novel to criticise the text. Saraswativijayam was indeed a social
novel and the purpose of writing the novel was stated by the
novelist in the preface. Potheri Kunhambu stated in the preface
of the novel that he was prompted to write the novel due to
“unhappy situation of the Pulayas of Malabar” (xii). Though the
British colonial administration took several legal measures for
the abolition of slavery, the untouchables of Kerala continued
to be slaves of Brahmins and Nairs. Pulayas and Parayas were
the working slaves of Kerala during the precolonial and colonial
period (Mohan 15). It was the institution of caste based on
the principles of Hinduism that created the hierarchical society
of Kerala (Mohan 16). Potheri Kunhambu reacted against the
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hierarchy of caste system which kept the Pulayas and Parayas
of Kerala in eternal subordination. In the novel he reacted
against the Brahminical ideology which made the Pulayas believe
that “they were reaping the fruits of their actions in a past life”
(14), which made them lead a life without any hope, accepting
their lives as slaves without any complaint. In the novel, Kuberan
Nambudiri makes use of the Brahminical ideology to maintain
the sway on other communities. When the corpse of a Pulaya
man is discovered, Kuberan Nambudiri uses all his influence to
escape from the hands of law. Using his power as a Brahmin,
he tries to influence Kothu Nambiar, the officer responsible
for sending the report about the corpse to the Magistrate.
Kuppan Pattar, the Brahmin assistant of Kuberan Nambudiri tells
Kothu Nambiar: “If you lose your job with the government, you
just lose some profit. If you don’t protect a Brahmin you are
damned both in this life and the next” (20). Kuberan Nambudiri
convinces Kothu Nambiar that the English are ignorant about
the laws of Manu which prescribe different punishments for
people belonging to different Varnas. According to Kuberan
Nambudiri, the English have hence created a “nonsensical penal
code” (22). Finally Kothu Nambiar alters his report to the
Magistrate as he is convinced that to go against the smritis is a
greater sin than to go against the Criminal Procedure Code (22).
The aforementioned episode perfectly depicts the working of
Brahminical ideology. Kothu Nambiar came under the influence
of Kuberan Nambudiri’s machinations when the Brahmin was
able to convince the Shudra about the supremacy of Brahmins
mentioned in the smritis of Hinduism. The novelist fearlessly
attacks the ploys of Brahminism in the following words:

Kuberan Nambudiri had quoted from the Manusmriti to
bring the Nambiar under his sway. Brahmins are not fools;
their way of thinking is subtle. They are only too aware of the
hollowness of the stories and verses that they cite to increase
ignorance among the Shudras..To ensure that the ignorant
customs which they have devised for their profit and influence
are never abandoned by the people and in fact are entrenched
among them, the Brahmins continue outwardly to profess great
faith in these backward ideas and practice them as well...lt is
not uncommon for Brahmins to misinterpret the meaning of the
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Vedas to justify their evil customs either deliberately or out of
ignorance. (23)

In order to escape from this sad state of affairs, Potheri
Kunhambu advocates the spread of education among the
depressed classes of the society. In the preface to the first
edition of the novel, Potheri Kunhambu quotes the famous
saying “Education is the greatest of all wealth” (qtd. in
Kunhambu xi) and states that “education is not just necessary
for any kind of progress and prosperity, it is indispensable”
(Kunhambu xi). The novelist makes it clear that education
is essential for the people belonging to the lowest castes,
“to remove the darkness in their kinds, and enlighten them”
(Kunhambu xi). The novelist unambiguously states the social
purpose of the novel in the preface. He states that the novel
is intended to make the people aware of the sad plight of the
untouchable castes like Pulayas and Parayas and to inspire the
people to uplift the depressed classes from their sad plight
by providing education to them. Hence, novel is named after
Saraswati, the Hindu Goddess of learning (Kunhambu xii).

Potheri Kunhambu was a forerunner of B.R. Ambedkar
and his political ideology, since both of them proposed the
annihilation of caste for the Indian society to prosper. In Kerala
society, at a time when untouchability was the norm, Potheri
Kunhambu showed the revolutionary fervour to depict the
marriage between Jesudasan, a Dalit Christian and Saraswati, a
Brahmin girl. The novel’s title “Saraswativijayam” is apt in such
a sense too.

Works Cited

1.  Alexander, P. C. Buddhism in Kerala. =~ Annamalainagar:
Annamalai University, 1949.

2. Ambedkar, B. R. Annihilation of Caste. New Delhi: Navayana,
2014.

3. —. The Untouchables: Who Were They and Why They
Became Untouchables. Delhi: Kalpaz Publications, 2017.
4.—. Who Were the Shudras? How They Came to be

the Fourth Varna in the Indo-Aryan Society. Delhi: Kalpaz
Publications, 2017.
5. Chentharassery, T. H. P. “Ayyankali and the Sadhujana

129



Education and Upward Social Mobility

Paripalana Sangham: The Story of a Freedom Movement.”
Trans. T. M. Yesudasan. The Exercise of Freedom: An
Introduction to Dalit Writing. Ed. K. Satyanarayana and Susie
Tharu. New Delhi: Navayana, 2013. 35-40.

6. Doniger, Wendy and Brian K. Smith. Introduction. The Laws
of Manu. Gurgaon: Penguin Books India, 2000. xv-Ixxviii.

7. Gurukkal, Rajan and Raghava Varier. History of Kerala:
Prehistoric to the Present. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2018.
8. Kumar, Krishna and Joachim Oesterheld. Introduction.
Education and Social Change in South Asia. Ed. Krishna Kumar
and Joachim Oesterheld. New Delhi: Orient Longman, 2007.
1-23.

9. Kunhambu, Potheri. Saraswativijayam. Trans. Dilip Menon.
New Delhi: The Book Review Literary Trust, 2002.

10. Menon, A. Sreedhara. A Survey of Kerala History. Kottayam:
DC Books, 2007.

1. Mohan, P. Sanal. Modernity of Slavery: Struggles Against
Caste Inequality in Colonial Kerala. New Delhi: Oxford, 2015.

12. Nisar, M. and Meena Kandasamy. Ayyankali: A Dalit Leader
of Organic Protest. Calicut: Other Books, 2007.

13. Oommen, George. “Education, Self-Perception, and Identity:
The Experience of the Pulaya Christians of Kerala.” Education
and Social Change in South Asia. Ed. Krishna Kumar and
Joachim Oesterheld. New Delhi: Orient Longman, 2007. 101-26.
14. Wankhede, C. G. Social Mobility and Scheduled Castes.
Jaipur: Rawat, 1999.

130



The Subaltern Voice of
The Mahabharata-Hidimba

Puja Sarkar

ABSTRACT

Modern re-tellings have given new perspectives to the ancient
epics, which have helped the readers in understanding and
analyzing the epics from several dimensions. Subaltern women
remain voiceless in our epics. The portrayal of “other” women
is vague and one-sided. Reflecting on it this paper tries
to depict the re-imagined image of the popular demoness
from the Mahabharata - Hidimba. Despite being the eldest
daughter-in-law, she is devoid of her rights and respect owing
to her non-Aryan (Rakshasha) identity. The work tries to trace
the discrimination and injustice endured by the forgotten queen
in the epic.

Keywords: Subaltern identity, Sexuality, Caste, Retelling myths

Contemporary Indian literature is highly influenced by the
art of re-telling of popular epics. Writers today are traveling
beyond the mainstream narratives of the Mahabharata and the
Ramayana and trying to present a modernized version of it.
Modern re-tellings have given new perspectives to the ancient
epics, which have helped the readers in understanding and
analyzing the epics from several dimensions. The portrayals of
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women in recent interpretations have provided the opportunity
to re-imagine the unheard female voices.

The Mahabharata is an epic describing the famous battle
between the Pandavas and Kauravas. Male characters like
Krishna, Arjun, Bheeshma, Drona are immortalized. But,
female characters of the epic are very seldom discussed.
The characters like Draupadi, Kunti and Gandhari cover some
important portions of the story, but their characterization
remains vague and is presented to readers from a male
perspective.  Apart from the royal queens, the epic also
mentions the presence of a Rakshasi (demoness) princess
Hidimba who is forgotten and blissfully ignored. This paper
tries to trace the discrimination and injustice endured by the
forgotten queen- Hidimba.

Who is Hidimba?

Hidimba sets foot in Mahabharata in Adiparva, which is the
first book of the epic. She hails from the cannibal Rakshasha
tribe, detested by the superior Aryans:

First featured in the Vedic epic Mahabharata as a dark
skinned forest dwelling demon princess, who seduces the
mighty prince Bhima and later bears him a son, some scholars
believe the enigmatic figure belonged to one of the several
non-Vedic tribes of North Iranian stock who coexisted with
the Vedic Aryans during the same time frame - sharing a
relationship ranging from open hostility to friendship and largely
looked down upon in Vedic literature composed to assert Vedic
moral character and superiority.(Mukherjee)

Hidimba’s brother Hidimb is head of the Rakshasha clan.
They preyed on the humans passing through their forest.
Pandavas along with their mother were passing through the
forest trying to escape Duryodhana. Hidimb wanted to kill the
Pandavas and enjoy their flesh. He assigned Hidimba the task
of seducing any of the Pandava. The practice of using women
as bait by men existed in our society for a long. She met Bhima
and was instantly attracted to his manliness:
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This person is worthy of being my husband, | shall not
obey the cruel mandate of my brother. A women’s love for
her husband is stronger than her affection for her brother. If
| slay him, my brother’s gratification as well mine will only be
momentary. But if | slay him not, | can enjoy with him forever
and ever. (Khangai)

Later in the epic, Hidimba helps Bhima and he successfully
kills Hidimb. She was married to Bhima and bore him a son
named “Ghotakach”. After a year Bhima along with his mother
and brothers leaves Hidimba and never comes back. The
popular epic narrative on Hidimba ends here. The life of
Hidimba is portrayed vaguely and the fact that Hidimba is the
eldest daughter-in-law of the family remains unacknowledged.

Hidimba and her Bold Sexuality

The Sexuality of women has always been a threat to the
male ego. The concept of chastity and virginity has been a
parameter to judge a woman’s character from time immemorial.
One cannot deny that Victorian morality persists in our society.
A respectable woman is the one who is coy and has no sexual
libido. Society was shocked and it severely criticized Kamala
Das when she boldly confessed her sexuality. “Don’t play at
schizophrenia or be a nymphs” (Das, Introduction). Men always
had a monopoly over the sexual realm.

Epics have portrayed “other” women as quite different in
comparison to royal Aryan women. Demonesses like Hidimba,
Ulipi, and Soorpanakha are pictured bold and upfront, unlike
the Aryan women who were submissive and coy. Hidimb
ordered Hidimba to seduce Pandavas. She changes herself into
a beautiful woman. The need for assuming a different form
indicates the expected beauty standards for women:

Her head decked with garland of flowers and her face
like the full moon and her eyebrows and nose and eyes and
rin glets all of the handsomest description, and her nails and
complexion of the most delicate hue, and herself wearing
every kind of ornament and attired in fine transparent robes. (
Khangai)

133



The Subaltern Voice of The Mahabharata - Hidimba

Hidimba’s proposal is projected as a weird step. Her frank
and bold character makes her different from the Aryan women
whose sexuality was suppressed by the patriarchal society.
Hidimba’s open confession of her sexuality questioned her
character and chastity:

Sexual relation is a very important component of
man-women relations. As men had been traditionally
dominating, in sexual relations also, the rules of the games are
in favor of men. Man wants to possess the body of women
and makes varies attempts to confine her to monogamy. Any
assertion of sexual desire by women is also considered as a
challenge to man’s libido. (Khangai)

Hidimba is so madly in love with Bhima that she offers to
protect him and his family:

O sinless one, be thou my husband. We shall then live on
the breasts of mountains inaccessible to ordinary mortals. | can
range the air and | do so at pleasure. Thou mayest enjoy great
felicity with me in those regions. (Khangai).

Hidimba portrayed as a careless woman who does not think
about her family reputation. Instead of being shy, she is upfront
with her demands and is brave enough to keep her happiness
at priority. Hidimba warned Bhima against her own brother and
also helped him in killing Hidimb. On the other hand, Bhima is
presented as an obedient and ideal son. Bhima is loyal and
always at the service of his family.

O Rakshasa women, who can like a muni having all his
passion under control, abandon his sleeping mother and elder
and younger brothers? What man like me would go to gratify
his lust, leaving his sleeping mother and brother as food for a
Rakashasa?( Khangai) Though Bhima was an obedient son, he
too was attracted to Hidimba. He boasts about his manliness
and even admires her beauty using sexually charged words.
He addresses Hidimba as amiable, with beautiful eyes, slender
waist, and delicate shape. He brags about his power to impress
her: “O though of fair hips, fear not anything ........... O beautiful
one, thou shalt today behold my prowess like unto that of
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Indra. O thou of fair hips, hate me not thinking that | am a man”
(Khangai).

Hidimba’s disloyalty hurts Hidimb’s ego. Hidimba is accused
of tarnishing the family reputation. His indignation reaches the
sky, and he tries to kill Hidimba. Bhima interferes and emerges
as the protector of the damsel in distress. Alpha male Bhima,
proudly says:

This girl is scarcely responsible for her act in desiring
intercourse with me. She hath, in this been moved by the deity
of desire that pervadeth every living form. ...... thy sister came
here at thy command. Beholding my person, she desireth me. In
that the timid girl doth no injury to thee. It is the deity of desire
that hath offended. It behoveth thee not to injure thee for this
offence. O wicked wretch, though shalt not slay a women when
| am here. (Khangai).

The episode ends up in a duel between Hidimb and Bhima,
eventually leading to Hidimb’s death. During the wrangle,
Hidimba is cold towards her brother and does not try to save
him.

Bhima is not like Hidimba who betrayed her brother for
another man. Hidimba is depicted as an insensitive and careless
woman who wants to marry the man who killed her brother.
But Bhima is shown as a sensitive son who does not think it is
appropriate to tell his mother about Hidimba. It is Hidimba who
pleads with Kunti for the marriage:

O, be gracious unto me and make Bhima accept me.
.Though knowest the pangs that women are made to feel at the
hands of deity of love. . . these pangs, of which Bhimsena hath
been the cause, are torturing me . . . unite me with this thy son.
(Khangai) Clever Kunti accepted the proposal. She knew the
advantages of accepting Hidimba as her daughrt-in-law - firstly,
Hidimba could protect them and, second Hidimba could bear
Bhima a Rakshasha son who could be used as a trump card
in any future war. Her prophecy turned out true, Ghotakacha
sacrificed his life and saved Arjuna in the battle of Kurukshetra:
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You know Hidimba loves you...

Have a son by her | wish it.

He will work for our welfare. My son.

| do not want a no from you,

| want your promise now, in front of both of us.
(Thakur).

The Saga of Injustice

Hidimba is one of the most powerful characters in the
epic. She is an epitome of women’s empowerment, a strong
independent woman. She is a single mother who bravely raised
a courageous son and lost him in the war. Despite all the
sacrifices she is sidelined in the epic and the epic fails to justify
the injustice conferred to her.

Kunti with the virtue of her farsightedness agrees to
Hidimba’s proposal. After getting permission from Kunti and
elder brother Yudhishtira, Hidimba and Bhima depart for the
wild forest, under the condition that Bhima be back to Kunti
every night. There is no mention of a marriage ceremony
between them. Either, it is deliberately omitted by the author
or it was a mutually agreed co-habitation. The absence of
their marriage alludes to the fact that the marriage between a
demoness and a human was not considered of high regard, but
the royal marriages like Draupadi’s swayamwar was accepted.
The status of Bhima’s and Hidimba’s relationship remains vague
throughout. Bhima puts forth his condition that he will be with
Hidimba only till the time she bears him a son. Their love is
poetically described by the poet:

On mountain peaks of picturesque scenery and region
sacred to the Gods, abounding with dappled herd and echoing
with the melodies of feathered tribes, herself assuming the
handsomest form decked with every ornament and pouring
forth at times mellifluous strains. Hidimva sported with the
Pandava and studied to make him happy. (Khangai)

Hidimba was a devoted daughter-in-law. Unlike royal,
Aryan-sensitive women who needed to be protected by men,
Hidimba sheltered and protected the Pandavas. Manohar Mouli
Biswas’s long poem Ghatotkach and Hidimba: A Dialogue shows
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Hidimba recalling her marital life. She tells Ghatotkacha how
diligently she collected food for Pandavas and Kunti during
their stay in the forest. Hidimba’s forest protected them from
Kauravas. Hidimba, despite being a demoness performed all
her duties as a devoted daughter-in-law.

Hidimba gives birth to the brave son Ghatotkacha (the
potted head). Ghatotkacha, like his mother, is utterly devoted to
the Pandavas: “Ghatotkacha who was exceedingly devoted to
the Pandavas, became a great favorite with them, indeed almost
one of them” (Khangai). Abruptly Pandavas and Kunti decide
to leave the forest. Probably, afraid if Bhima grows too fond
of Ghatotkacha and Hidimba, then he might stay in the forest
forever. There was also a possibility that accepting non- Aryan
Hidimba as their first daughter-in-law could bring disgrace to
the Pandu family. Thus, Hidimba was left alone in the forest
bestowed with the responsibility of raising Ghatotkacha all by
herself. The mighty Pandavas not even for a second thought
about the predicament of Hidimba, the one who provided and
protected all. The dignified lady does not cry and plead. She
accepts her fate:

Depicted to be a pure and unadulterated person without
having any ambitious dreams except a pure love for Bhima, this
forest girl is just the opposite of Draupadi who knows how to
have her own way. Her dignity is worth praising as without a
drop of tear or piteous entreaties, she accepts her fate. No
repentance, not even any emotional blackmail on account of the
son that she carried in her womb with no male relations to take
care of, she like an independent woman presents a true picture
of dignified womanhood. (Thakur)

Thereafter, event of separation depicted in an inhumane
manner. The writer dismisses Hidimba’s emotion by portraying
her as cold and emotionless. Her emotions are dismissed by
the writer. For all the sacrifices and devotion she makes the
least she deserves is a human treatment which writer deprives
her off. This is how she is projected during the separation
scene, where her feelings are given no regard: “Then Hidimba,
knowing that the period of her stay (with her husband) had
come to an end, saluted the Pandavas and making a new
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appointment with them went away whithersoever she liked”
(Khangai).

In the epic, Hidimba is shown as insensitive. She is
projected as a person who is casual and does not develop any
attachment. Unlike other women who desire to be with their
husband, Hidimba expresses no longing for her husband:

She makes an exit without any remorse. There is only one
aspect of her personality that is made known to the readers
of the Mahabharata i.e. sexual assertion. As epics plays an
important role in shaping the attitude, one can imagine the effect
this kind of portrayal will have on the young impressionable
minds. No wonder that the ‘other’ women are considered as
sex objects. (Khangai)

Ghatotkacha and His Exploitation

Unlike Hidimba, Ghatotkacha is remembered later in the
epic during the war. Pandavas used Ghatotkacha for their
benefit. Ghatotkacha was sent to fight against Karna, who
was the staunch rival of Arjuna. Krishna feared that Karna
might kill Arjuna using his Indra Shakti (celestial weapon). The
valiant Ghatotkacha bravely fought the Kauravas. At one point
he injured the mighty Ashwathama, following which he Kkilled
two powerful Rakshasha -Alambala and Alayudha. He severed
their hands and threw them on Duryodhan. The Kauravas
feared that Ghatotkacha might single-handedly finish off the
war. The fear was so intense that they requested Karna to use
his unique Indra Shakti-Astra, which he wanted to use against
Arjuna: “Seeing the ferocious maya, all the kurus pleaded with
karna thus — “O Karna! quickly destroy this rakshasa with the
shakti. He will (otherwise) not spare the sons of dhritharashtra”
(Drona, 154-48).

Krishna’s plan worked perfectly and the valiant Ghatotkacha
was killed by Karna’s Shakti-Astra. Krishna dances in joy
and celebrates as Arjuna is safe now. The mighty venerated
Krishna shows no remorse for Ghatotkacha’s death. When
Abhimanyu dies everyone mourns his death but nothing of that
sort happens when Ghatotkacha died. Bhima was unaffected
by Ghatotkacha’s death. “There is no oath of taking revenge
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like Arjuna has done for Abhimanyu”(Khangai). The Stri Parva
shows women mourning the death of their husbands and sons.
But nobody is shown mourning for Ghatotkacha, neither does
the author gives an expression to Hidimba’s pain of losing her
only son nor Bhima and Draupadi express their grief:

Neither Bhima nor Draupadi, who was carried on his
shoulder during exile, shed any tears for him. People who are
regarded as being others receive a discriminatory treatment.
Their values, emotions and life is treated as inferior that those
who are considered as our own. Absence of lamentations
and absence of any Rakashasa women crying for their dead
husbands and sons indicates the attitude of indifference
towards them by the authors of the Mahabharata. (Khangai)

The Caste Angle

Indology has promoted the study of the interaction between
Aryans and Non-Aryans. Thus, our epics are diverse in the
racial and cultural-linguistic sense. Both Mahabharata and
Ramayana are pregnant with stories of Asuras, Rakshashas,
and other mystical creatures that were looked down upon owing
to their non- Aryan status. Hidimba’s story tells us how the
‘other’ non-Aryan women were perceived by the hierarchical
superior groups. It also indicates the attitude of the author
towards the marginalized tribes.

The initial part of the paper has discussed the bold and
sex-positive personality of Hidimba. The sex- positive attitude
has its own pros and cons. The sex positive portrayal can be
analyzed from the context of caste.

In the essay, “Swipe Me Left”, 'm Dalit, Christina Dhanaraj
opines that a woman’s discourse on her sexuality is directly
proportional to her position in the caste hierarchy. Hidimba
takes the form of a beautiful fair maiden when she approaches
Bhima. She is not in her true skin which indicates not only
towards the expected beauty standards but also towards the
perceived difference of appearance between an Aryan and a
non- Aryan lady. An Aryan woman is fair and beautiful but a
non- Aryan ought to be ugly and scary. In Dhanaraj’'s words:
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The highest value, as defined by Hinduism, has traditionally
been ascribed to the Brahmin woman, followed by the Kshatriya,
the Vaishya and the Shudra. The modern-day ideal is also
a savarna or savarna-passing woman, who is typically light
skinned and able bodied, belonging to a family that has monetary
and social capital, and embodying qualities considered to be
feminine. (“Despite All She Did For Them, Why Is Hidimbi Not
Respected As The 1st Pandava Queen?”)

Hidimba didn’t ascribe to any of these beauty standards,
thus was not much important to Pandavas. They strategically
used her for their own protection and survival. The innocent
Hidimba was used by the cunning Pandavas when they were
vulnerable and most powerless. Once they regained power,
wealth and prestige, they abandoned her and were never
remembered.

Her boldness and open confession of sexuality directs
towards the stereotypical, promiscuous nature of DBA women.
DBA women unlike the women of the upper caste are considered
highly sexual, bold, and frank which makes them immoral. Jenny
Rowena says:

upper caste women are constantly imagined and
represented as chaste and sexually controlled, in opposition to
lower caste women who are repeatedly portrayed as sexually
loose, hyper and ‘immoral,’” a process that starts right from the
representation of Sita and Shoorpanaka in Ramayana. (“Despite
All She Did For Them, Why Is Hidimbi Not Respected As The 1st
Pandava Queen?”)

In the epic Draupadi, the Aryan wife is depicted as pure and
chaste. The virginity and morality of an Aryan woman are held
in high regard. That is the reason why Draupadi regains her
virginity every year: “Hidimbi though, is shown to be a ‘forward’
sexual being. We may call it ‘sex-positive’, but for DBA women,
it means an entirely different thing, as it makes their bodies the
“site of sexual pleasure and entertainment without the need for
legitimacy,” (Dhanaraj)
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Hidimba’s story should be analyzed from the gaze
of intersectional feminism. @ She had experienced double
discrimination - first, as a woman, under the patriarchal setup
and second as a member of a marginalized community.

This next part of the paper is an analysis of the poem
Ghatotkach and Hidimba: A Dialogue by Manohar Mouli Biswas.
The poem voices against discrimination, domination, exclusion,
and cultural hegemony present in the caste-ridden society.

“I believe that the truth of any subject only comes when all
sides of the story are put together,” says Alice Walker in her
novel In Search Of Our Mother’s Garden. Black and Dalit History
have a lack of recorded literary history. Thus, the voice and
emotions of the subaltern remain unregistered, unheard, and
unacknowledged. Due to the lack of recorded documents of
the subalterns, the voice of the superiors becomes dominant.
Biswas in his poem tried to capture and present the other
side of the story. He gives voice to Ghatotkach and Hidimba.
In his pursuit of writing alternative literature of “the other”,
he presents the truth which had remained unheard for long.
Ghatotkacha questions in pain: “l can swell and swallow All the
injustice of the world Then why am | hated? Why am | ignored?”
(Majumdar)

The Dalits of India have been asking the same question for
a thousand years. Biswas is arguing that discrimination and
marginalization existed in our society for a long.

Our epics glorify the achievements and struggles of
the superiors. The marginalized communities remain in the
periphery as if they had no history, struggle, achievements, and
protests:

Biased representations developed cultural genealogy in
favor of the dominant group/s while the non-dominant groups
naturally marginalized do not seem to have become well
delineated characters in epics. Conclusively, to say that there
has always been a conscious pedagogic agenda embedded in
the epics wherein the subalterns never have had their stories
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told squarely would not be wrong. There has been always
been slight or partial presentation of them. (Majumdar)

In the path-breaking essay “Can the Subaltern Speak?”
Spivak is hinting towards the urgent need for an alternative
perspective, which can gift voice to the subalterns. Biswas
presents an alternative perspective through his poem. The
poem raises a voice against the injustice served to them by the
Pandavas. The line goes:

Ghatotkach: Today, mother, tell me

In which family was | born?

What is my identity?

Why | am here today in the forest?

If | am not fatherless,

Why have | been, tell me Ma,

Deprived of father-love?

You have told me,

So today | know

My maternal grandparent

is not from the lineage of the Sun or Moon
No blood-saffron mark or

Sandal paste of pride ever adorned his forehead;
My maternal uncle

Was a forest-king, the demon Hidimba
Who called him demon?

Why? By what right?

Were his nails sharp enough

To rend apart a human breast?

Or tear with teeth

The bloodiest flesh of many a living being?
Then tell me mother,

Why should | believe in absurd imagined tales?
| reject these absurd imaginings

| reject them

In truth this a cunning trick a terrible plot.

(Manohar Mouli Biswas, Ghatotkach and Hidimba: A Dialogue)

Hidimba expresses her pain and replies:

My husband, with his elder, his mother
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And leading the three youngers by the hand
Returned, once more to their home.
Panchali, won in an ordeal from the land of Panchal
Went with them too

In the palace, today,

She gathers with both hands

The love of five husbands.

And this unfortunate one

Never had a loving word

From her husband

Never once did he say,

Beloved, the mother of my son Ghatotkach
Come with us, let me take you

To your martial home,

The line of emperors.

Mother-in-law too—- she who once

Lovingly took me into her home

Blessed me with love

On the day of our union

Even she did not say a word

Did not say- Come, daughter-in-law,

Come now,

This is the age-old custom of Bharat,

All daughters leave their natal home,
Accompany their husbands to the martial abode.

(Manohar Mouli Biswas, Ghatotkach and Hidimba: A Dialogue)

Later Hidimba narrates her love story. It was not a
swayamvar for political alliance neither was she won in the war.
It was love at first sight, one of the rarest relationships in the
epic whose foundation was pure love. It was an inter-racial
and an inter-caste marriage. Thus, Hidimba was the first
daughter-in-law, yet she never received what she deserved.
Hidimba narrates:

Son, your mother was the consort of the bravest
Remember, your father

Was the greatest of braves

On the day we first saw each other

We both carried swords
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But the difference was

He was an Arya male, and |, a

Non-Aryan woman;

When we saw each other

Both of us cast down our eyes

And our swords

Who knows which inscrutable power directed us,
Whose blessings showered”

Upon our bowed heads.

(Manohar Mouli Biswas, Ghatotkach and Hidimba: A Dialogue)

Hidimba recalls the price she had paid to be with her love by
going against her brother Hidimb and letting Bhima murder him.
Like a devoted wife and daughter-in-law, Hidimba served and
protected Pandavas and their mother Kunti. Even after all her
efforts, she was abandoned. Ghatotkacha raises voice against
inequality and becomes the representative of the oppressed:

Have the great epic poets
Explained the matter thus?
Valmiki, Vyasa, both great
Valmiki in the Treta era
Dwaipayan in Dwapar

Each of them, in the throes of agony
Etched their own mindscape
In their own way.

Today | shall speak

My own words,

Merge, for once, my voice
With that of the poets.

(Manohar Mouli Biswas, Ghatotkach and Hidimba: A Dialogue)

Later in the poem, Ghatotkacha talks about his combat with
another low caste warrior Karna. Throughout the epic, he faced
humiliation because of his caste. It was disheartening that these
low- born brave warriors had to fight against each other. Both
Ghatotkacha and Karna sacrificed their lives for the superior

Aryans and could never realize their full potential.

Oh mother, this is difficult time for me
| have been deprived of parental love

144



G A C RESEARCH JOURNAL Vol.1i. Issue: 1, January 2021

By the arrogant pride of Aryan-ness

In these same hands must | take up

Arms to Kkill.

With heart turned to stone must | shower

Those arms upon paternal kin,

Radheya, Karna, he is named,

Who has been deprived from even a drop

Of maternal love, from the moment of his birth.

| ask your permission mother

Shall I go to war?

To war, shall | go,

A child deprived of father’s love

To fight against a child deprived of mother’s love-
Ma, this a difficult war the earth presents

The deprived fight against the deprived,

From time immemorial on this earth

The dispossessed Kkill themselves

Indulging in suicidal wars,

They wipe themselves out from the earth’s face.

(Manohar Mouli Biswas, Ghatotkach and Hidimba: A Dialogue)

Thus, it can be concluded that fate of Hidimba and
Ghatotkacha was determined by their social position. Their
non-Aryan status resulted in their marginalization and exclusion.
Their pain is reflected in the words uttered by Ghatotkacha:

Ma, you told me to forget
The divisions between Aryan and non-Aryan
| too want to forget.
(Manohar Mouli Biswas, Ghatotkach and Hidimba: A Dialogue)

The first Pandava queen Hidimba certainly is one of the
most powerful characters in the Mahabharata. Her sacrifice and
contribution to the well-being of the Pandavas are irrefutable.
But her contributions are not glorified. Unlike Draupadi, she is
not celebrated in the epic.
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Mahabharata talks in detail about the injustice faced by
Draupadi. She is hailed as the epitome of chastity, and a feminist
icon. Hidimba too had faced an equal amount of injustice and
discrimination which the epic fails to outline:

She stood by the man who killed her brother, and took care
of his family. When he abandoned her after having a child with
her, she did not complain, and instead she raised him on her
own. Even that child, she sacrificed, so that her husband’s family
would win a war with which she had nothing to do.(“Despite All
She Did For Them, Why Is Hidimbi Not Respected As The i1st
Pandava Queen?”)

But the epic does not recall these injustices as they were
inflicted by the heroes of the Mahabharata on the low born
Rakshasi , Hidimba.

It is important to present stories from the subaltern
perspective. The re-imagining and re-telling of the epics are
important for a holistic narrative for posterity. It is essential
to question the televised depiction where Hidimba is depicted
as awful and dangerous. It is time to attribute Hidimba a more
humane and sympathetic representation and confer her with all
the love and respect which she rightfully deserves.
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Covid-19 Pandemic
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Abstract

During the pandemic period, there was a bigger shift in people’s
behaviour and public shown utmost interest in healthcare.
Also, awareness there was a number of campaigns and
advertisement on Covid- 19, which were circulated through
different online and offline platforms. In this regard, this study
aims to identify the role of role of digital media advertising
to spread healthcare awareness on Coivd-19 pandemic and
its capability to bring the behavioural change in the public.
The researchers used an online survey for data gathering
purposes and selected 166 people from Kozhikode District
in Kerala by using a convenience sampling method. Further
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to test the hypothesis, the researchers used Mann-Whitney
U test, Kruskal Wallis H test and Spearman’s rho correlation.
The scale reliability was measured using Cronbach’s alpha.
Findings indicate that digital media advertising has significant
positive effect on healthcare awareness and Behavioural
change in public during the Covid-19 pandemic. In addition to
that, healthcare awareness has significant influence on the
changing behaviour people during the pandemic.

Keywords: Digital Media Advertising, Healthcare Awareness,
Behavioural Changes in Public, Covid-19

Introduction

In India there was a radical shift in the advertisement
platform adoption by various companies in the past decade.
And digital media advertisement showed growing stage in Indian
scenario. And expenditure incurred to employ advertisement
through digital platforms determines the type of advertisement
to be adopted by media houses and firms (Chattopadhyay
Majumdar, 2020). Due to the change in format of the content
of message, there is a modification in the attitude and behavior
of people. Earlier, the advertising was not interactive. Now a
days, there is digital advertising which is considered to be more
interactive as well as it can be disruptive when the people get
continuous message from their social as well as work context
(Teresa Pintado et al., 2017).

The digital marketing shown a huge importance in the
pandemic period(Gogia Nanda, 2020). This is because, the
disease was unfamiliar to the people and little is known
about the preventive measures. Therefore, the Govt. of
India announced lockdown and people were requested to
stay within their home. Although, it was found that social
distancing, usage of soap and sanitizer was the only means
to prevent this disease and the people have little knowledge
about the same. Therefore, healthcare awareness was made
through newspapers, TV ads and online platforms. Digital
media advertisements through social networking sites and
online platforms were one among them. Previous studies
were done on information sharing, healthcare awareness and
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health care advertisements act as critical factors in digital
media advertisement and how it affect Covid awareness among
people (Alnaser et al., 2020).

Here, the present study is mainly focused on three major
objectives. Firstly to investigate the role of digital media
advertising on healthcare awareness. Secondly, the study
aims to examine the influence of digital media advertising on
behavioural changes in public. And finally, the study also target
to determine the effect demographic characteristics on digital
media advertising, healthcare awareness and on behavioural
changes in public.

Literature Review

In the previous studies, it was found that information spread
through mass media advertisement has significant influences
on peoplée’s attitude as a results of increased awareness about
covid19 pandemic. Therefore, mass media advertisement act as
tool for generating Covid-19 pandemic awareness among the
general public in Pakistan and provides up to date knowledge
sharing through public service advertisement. Also, it plays
crucial role in the attitude formation of people (Khalid et al.,
2020). Prior study shows the effective role of interpersonal
communication in spreading awareness and knowledge among
rural people in Nigeria during the Covid-19 pandemic. And
the findings indicate that interpersonal communication has
significant impact on health education among the people in rural
area, because of their low socio economic profile (Gregory
Ezeah et al., 2020).

Prior research investigated the key role played by digital
media platforms including social media, mobile social networking
apps [MSNs], online news media, and social live steaming
services [SLSSs] etc. to curb the novel corona virus disease
through health education and its impact on preventive behaviour
in people. And consumption of information received about
corona virus preventive measures through digital platforms
results into washing hands regularly with soap and water,
social distancing, using sanitizers and wearing mask by the
people. Healthcare information lead the people to practice
the aforementioned activities regularly in their day to day life
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(Liu, 2020).Digital media advertisement spread through social
media act as key driver in Covid-19 awareness. Information
sharing, healthcare awareness and healthcare advertising were
the three major factors affecting digital media advertisement
and has highly significant influence on awareness among the
general public. In addition to that social media advertisement
has significant positive impact on Covid awareness. Therefore,
advertisement through digital platforms helped to reduce the
number of cases by providing information about preventive
measures(Alnaser et al.,, 2020). Similarly, public health care
information disseminated through social media platforms shows
a direct positive impact on people’s awareness, behavior
and public protection. It was seen that campaigns spread
through digital media applications such as YouTube, Facebook,
instagram, whatsapp shown increase in awareness towards the
pandemic disease, and thus it resulted in behavioral change in
public, which in turn helped to protect the public from Covid 19
disease spread. (Al-Dmour et al., 2020). In addition to that,
people widely used social media platforms for availing up to
date information about the pandemic disease as well as shown
interest in sharing the same to friends, colleagues and relatives
as well. It was found that, people found it is important to raise
awareness to curb the disease. Hence, they pass on medical
information among their close social network. So, social media
considered to be the major source of health education and
information during the pandemic outbreak.(Saud et al., 2020).

Based on the literatures, 5 major research hypothesis
were formulated. They are summarized as follows:
H1: Digital media advertising has positive influence on healthcare
awareness
H2: There is an association between Healthcare awareness and
behavioural changes in public
H3: Digital media advertising has positive influence on
behavioural changes in public
H4: Gender has significant effect on digital media advertising,
healthcare awareness and on behavioural changes in public.
H4a: Gender has significant effect on digital media advertising
H4b: Gender has significant effect on healthcare awareness
H4c: Gender has significant effect on behavioural changes in
public.
H5: Education level has significant effect on digital media
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advertising, healthcare awareness and on behavioural changes
in public.

H5a: Education level has significant effect on digital media
advertising

Hs5b:  Education level has significant effect on healthcare
awareness

H5c:  Education level has significant effect on behavioural
changes in public.

Methodology
Population and Sample

A self- administered online survey was conducted among
people of Kozhikode district in Kerala and collected primary data
from the people via convenience sampling technique.
Measurement

The hypothesis was tested with the help of survey
instrument. The three constructs included in the questionnaire
were measured with the help of 13 items incorporated in
the survey. To improve the research applicability, various
modifications were made in questions derived from past
researches. Adopted from the literature, items were measured
using five-point Likert scales (1 = strongly disagree, 5 = strongly
agree). Three items measured the digital media advertising
construct (Khalid et al., 2020) Four items were adopted from
(Khalid et al., 2020) to measure the healthcare awareness
construct. Regarding the behavioural outcomes, the study
adopted six items from (Khalid et al., 2020) to measure the
behavioural change in public during Covid-19 pandemic. The
questionnaire was divided in to two sections. First section
include the demographic details of the respondents such
as gender, education and also includes the type of digital
advertisements. Second section consists of variables for the
study such as digital media advertising, healthcare awareness
and behavioural change in public during Covid-19 pandemic.

Data Collection
An online survey was developed and handed over to
people in Kozhikode District in Kerala. The questionnaire is

distributed among 180 people and received responses from 166
people. The rest of the 14 questionnaires had missing values
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and hence were rejected. The useful questionnaires were
subsequently evaluated.

Data analysis

Data gathered from respondents were analysed through
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 22.
The questionnaire items were tested for reliability by using
chronbach’s alpha. Each construct in the questionnaire showed
a reliability level as acceptable, good and excellent (Taber, 2018)
. The values of Cronbach’s alpha obtained for 3 measurement
scales along with interpretations have been documented in
Table I.

Table | Reliability Test

No. Cronbach’s .
Scale Interpretation
of ltems  Alpha
Digital Media
. 0.612 Acceptable
Advertising
Healthcare
0.818 Good
Awareness
Behavioural
0.925 Excellent
Change

In this study, normality of the variables were tested
using Shapiro-wilk test and obtained p < .05. Therefore
non-parametric tests such as Mann-Whitney U test, Kruskal
Wallis H test and Spearman’s rho correlation was performed to
test the proposed research hypothesis.

Table Il shows the outcomes of the assessment of
demographic data of the respondents. The results revealed
that there were 77.1% female participants and 28.9% male
participants. In terms of academic background, majority of
the respondents had acquired Bachelor’s degree. Most of the
respondent’s Internet usage per day is more than 5 hours.
And people mostly watch social media advertisements. The
respondents’ demographic data was measured through IBM
SPSS Statistics ver. 22 and documented in Table II.
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Table Il Demographic Characterestics of Samples

Demographic

Categor Frequenc Percentage
characteristics gory q y 9
Gender Male 48 28.9
Female 18 711
Total 166 100
High school 4 2.4
Higher secondary | 20 12
. Graduation 75 45.2
Educational -
. Post-Graduation 63 38
qualification -
M phil 2 1.2
PhD 2 1.2
Total 166 100
Less than 2 hours | 12 7.2
2-3 hours 27 16.3
Internet usage | 3-4 hours 27 16.3
per day 4-5 hours 38 22.9
More than 5 hours | 72 37.3
Total 166 100
Display ads 12 7.2
Tvoes of digital Social media ads 120 72.3
yp . 9 Search 12 7.2
media -
. Video ads 15 9
advertisement
Others 7 4.2
Total 166 100

Source: Primary data

Results

Hi: Digital media advertising has positive influence on
healthcare awareness
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Table Ill Relationship Between Digital Media Advertising
and Healthcare Awareness

Digital Media | Healthcare
Advertising Awareness

Digital Media
. Spearman’s r | - 0.566

Advertising

p-value - 0
Healthcare ,

Spearman’s r -
Awareness

p-value -

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed)
Source: Primary data

Spearman’s rho correlation coefficient was used to
assess the relationship between digital media advertising
and healthcare awareness among the public during Covid-19
pandemic. Results of spearman rank correlation presented
in Table Il reveal that, there is significant positive correlation
(r=0.566, p=0.000**, N=166) between digital media advertising
and healthcare awareness. Hence, H1 is accepted.

H2: There is an association between Healthcare awareness
and behavioural changes in public
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Table IV Influence of Healthcare Awareness on
Behavioural Change in Public

Digital Media | Healthcare
Advertising | Awareness

Digital Media ,
. Spearman’s r - 0.566

Advertising
p-value - 0

Healthcare
Spearman’s r -

Awareness
p-value -

Source: Primary data

Spearman’s rho correlation was conducted to examine the
relationship between healthcare awareness and changes in the
behaviour of public during Covid-19 pandemic. Results in Table
IV indicate that healthcare awareness has highly significant
positive correlation with behavioural change in people during
Covid-19 pandemic(r = 0.569, N = 166, p = 0.000**). Therefore,
H2 is accepted.

H3: Digital media advertising has positive influence on
behavioural changes in public

Table V Effect of Digital Media Advertising on Behavioural
Change in Public

Healthcare Behavioural
Awareness | Change

Healthcare

Spearman’sr | - 569%*
Awareness

p-value - 0
Behavioural ,

Spearman’s r -
Change

p-value -
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** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed)
Source: Primary data

To find out the association between digital media advertising
and behavioural change in public, spearman’s rho correlation
was performed. Results of spearman correlation presented in
Table V reveals that digital media advertising has significant
positive influence on behavioural change in public(r = 0.394, N
=166, p = 0.000**) during the Covid-19 pandemic which means
the results supports H3. Therefore, H3 is accepted.

H4: Gender has significant effect on digital media
advertising, healthcare awareness and on behavioural changes
in public.

H4a: Gender has significant effect on digital media
advertising
H4b: Gender has significant effect on healthcare awareness
H4c: Gender has significant effect on behavioural changes in
public.

Table VI Effect of Gender in Digital Media Advertising,
Healthcare Awareness and on Behavioural Change in Public

Digital Media | Behavioural
Advertising Change

Digital Media
. Spearman’sr | - 0.394**

Advertising

p-value - 0
Behavioural

Spearman’s r -
Change

p-value -

*Significant at the.05 level
Source: Primary data

Mann-Whitney U test was performed to determine the effect

of gender on digital media advertising, healthcare awareness
and on behavioural changes in public during the period of
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Covid-19 pandemic. Results in Table VI showed that the mean
rank for the female persons was greater than the mean rank for
male persons in the case of healthcare awareness. The mean
rank for female was 84.08 and mean rank for male was 84.08,
in the case of healthcare awareness during the pandemic.
The data analysis showed the p-value 0.049 for healthcare
awareness which means that the difference was significant
at 0.05 level. Therefore, H4b is accepted. These findings
supports that there are difference in healthcare awareness
between male and female persons. Further, the results show
the p-value of digital media advertising and behavioural change
in public were 0.802 and 0.372 respectively. Therefore, gender
has no effect on digital media advertising and behavioural
change in public. Thus, H4a and H4c are not supported.

H5: Education level has significant effect on digital media
advertising, healthcare awareness and on behavioural changes
in public.

H5a: Education level has significant effect on digital media
advertising
H5b:  Education level has significant effect on healthcare
awareness
H5c:  Education level has significant effect on behavioural
changes in public.

Table VIl Effect of Educational Qualification on Digital
Media Advertising, Healthcare Awareness and Behavioural
Change in Public

A Kruskal Wallis test was conducted to evaluate the
influence of education level on digital media advertising,
healthcare awareness and on behavioural changes in public.
The results presented in Table VI reveals that there no
significant difference in digital media advertising influence
based on their academic background. The test results of
Kruskal Wallis H test in Table VIl also indicate that there is
statistically significant difference healthcare awareness among
the public according to educational qualification, H (5) = 16.227, p
=0.006 with mean rank of 137.88 for people having high school
qualification, 91.80 for people who completed higher secondary,
73.41for graduates, 85.45 for post graduates, 151.50 for people
who completed M Phil and 140.50 for people who completed
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Education Level Mean Rank | X2 p-value
High school 85.63 3.195 | 0.67
Higher secondary | 95.35
Digital Media| Graduation 79.66
Advertising | Post-Graduation 82.57
M Phil 119.25
PhD 98.25
Healthcare .
High school 137.88 16.227 | 0.006**
Awareness
Higher secondary | 91.8
Graduation 73.41
Post-Graduation 85.45
M Phil 151.5
PhD 140.5
High school 106.5 16.227 | 0.027*
Higher secondary | 100.61
Behavioural | Graduation 72.55
Change Post-Graduation 82.68
M Phil 152.5
PhD 14.5

PhD. In the case of behavioural change in public during the time
of Covid-19, it was found that there was statistically significant
difference between people [H (5) = 16.227, p =0.027] with high
school education (Mean rank=106.50), higher secondary (Mean
rank=100.61), Graduation (Mean rank=72.55), Post-Graduation
(Mean rank=82.68), M Phil (Mean rank= 152.50) and PhD (Mean
rank = 114.50).

Conclusion

Our study results concludes that, digital media
advertisements were effective method to spread healthcare
information and it has subsequent positive effect on behavioural
changes among public with regards to taking appropriate
measures to get protection against COVID-19 disease.
Therefore, public health authorities may use digital media
platforms to launch and circulate healthcare awareness
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campaign. Also it can be found that women are more aware
about Covid-19 disease than men, but both male and female
respondents were responded similarly in the case of digital
media advertising and behavioural change during the pandemic
period. Therefore, it is clear that women were found information
received through covid 19 campaign increase their healthcare
awareness. As well as educational background of people has
significant influence on health care awareness.

The results of this study also have significant implications
for governmental, officials, practitioners and professionals in
the health care field. Hence, they have to adopt digital media
advertisement as a marketing tool to spread information about
Covid-19 disease among the general public to reduce the
cases. And the role of social media digital media advertisement
should consider to enhance public health awareness and
behavioural health changes in the strategic health promotion
plan. Therefore, digital media advertising campaigns should
be considered as critical components of comprehensive
approaches to improving public health behaviours.

Appendix
Measures

All items used the five-point likert scale (1=strongly
disagree, 2=Disagree, 3=Neither agree nor disagree, 4=Agree,
5=Strongly agree)

1) Digital media advertsing: Three items were used to
measure the digital media advertising construct. A Likert-type
scale with five levels (1=strongly disagree to 5= strongly agree)
was employed. For each of the following, please answer by
selecting the box that best represents your level of agreement
or disagreement.

Digital media advertising 1: Digital Media often publish health
care advertisements
Digital media advertising 2: | often watch Covid-19 awareness
advertisements through digital media
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Digital media advertising 3: Digital Media are playing their
significant role by displaying Covid19 awareness advertisements

2) Healthcare awareness: Four items measuring the
healthcare awareness of the respondents during Covid-19
pandemic. A Likert-type scale with five levels (1= strongly
disagree to 5= strongly agree) was employed. For each of the
following, please answer selecting the box that best represents
your level of agreement or disagreement.

Healthcare awareness 1: Digital Media sources in India are
regularly showing covidi9 awareness advertisements
Healthcare awareness 2: Covid19 awareness advertisements
are keeping me updated about this pandemic
Healthcare awareness 3: Covidl9 awareness advertisements
contain useful information
Healthcare awareness 4: Covidl9 awareness advertisements
contributes to increasing my awareness/knowledge of how to
prevent COVID-19.

3) Behavioural Change: Six items representing the
behavioural change in public during Covid-19 pandemic were
identified from the literature. A Likert-type scale with five
levels (1 =strongly disagree to 5= strongly agree) was used
for all the items. For each of the following statements, please
answer by selecting the box that best represents your level of
agreement or disagreement.

Behavioural change 1: Digital media advertising convinced
me to keep the social distancing
Behavioural change 2: Digital media advertising convinced me
to wash my hands regularly
Behavioural change 3: Digital media advertising convinced me
to go out only if it is urgently needed
Behavioural change 4: Digital media advertising convinced me
to wear a mask when | go out
Behavioural change 5: Digital media advertising convinced me
to use hand sanitizer frequently
Behavioural change 6: Digital media advertising convinced me
to keep all the precautionary measures under consideration
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