Govt. Arts & Science College
RESEARCH JOURNAL

Editor PJ VINCENT

Meenchandﬂ Calicut - 18

S




Govt, Arts & Science College
RESEARCH JOURNAL

Vol 3elssue ]l o lune 2012

Editor
P] VINCENT

(=

Cyovi r"'s Ires & Scienge L 'nlh‘gu

Meenchanda, Callout- )8




Govt. Arts & Science College

RESEARCH JOURNAL
Vol. 3« Issue | « June 2012

ADVISORY EDITORS

Dr. K N Panikkar
Prof. T C Narendran
Prof. M P Kannan
Dr. KJ John
I".mf_TMVijlYlﬂ

EDITORIAL BOARD
Prof. B K Vijayan

Dr. S Jayasree

Dr. A Rajan Nambiar
Dr. M Jothiraj

Dr. P | Vincent (Editor)
Dr. PG Usha

ISSN: 2277-4246

© All ights reserved. No part of this publication ma
. y be reproduced.
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means,

electronic, mechanical, phot ng, recordi rwise, witho
Prior permission of the 4y o e . ke )

thors. The authors are responsible
for the views expressed in their articles

Book & Cover design | nujumudeen@gmail com
Printed at KT Offget Printers, Mukkom
Published by Prof

K Vijayan, Principal,
Govt. Arns & Science College, Calicut &




25
33

42
57

78

83
90

99

Contents

Foreword
Democracy Deficit
One God, The Logical Conclusion of Vedic Polytheism

The Jewish Question: The Views of Mahatma Gandbhi
and Martin Buber

Indus Script-Deciphered or Undeciphered?

INA's Subaltern Perspectives in Kerala
with Reference to Malabar

Study of Fractal Dimension of Certain Leaf Shapes

Swami Nirmalananda: Initiator Ramakrishna
Movement in Kerala

Study of A Biologically Active Pyrazolin-5-One

Industrializarion and Environmental Consciousness:
A Kerala Experience

mimane mioinge enoudweng
W mSB aflens)o aoalee)aminud

108  @nysompspflanalowion) mIesIsiomo
120 oo ‘duolmaime’ - 60} alMEQWD




128

136

qdurr &1 guret: ‘arat F Ty
Rrames H ‘dagtar’ st | 1 sifimay
STETIT FT TFH I FroTETL,

. SEIe BT FA AT I =W H
=8l 4aall § a8y ‘bl 2’ LS




Foreword

Trcmcnduus changes have been taking place in the field of
education for the past many years. The achievements that the
mankind had atrained in the last few years are remarkable. Every
bit of information and knowledge is now available with a mouse
click. In order to cope up with these unprecedented changes in the
educational field, the traditional class rooms have to be changed,
if not revamped. Smart class rooms with computer nodes to each
student having network facility, interaction boards and projectors
are inevitable requirements of the hour. The teachers too have to
be made competent enough to handle the challenges.,

During the last 48 years of its existence, Govt.Arts and
Science College, Kozhikode has assimilated a lot of innovations
and contributed its share to the society through its students and
ceachers. Apart from the academic activities, the students have
shown their talent in sports, cultural and social activities.

The publication of the research journal is a determined effort
of the college to motivate the researchers to present their ideas to

the academic community. We have now proudly presented the fifth
issue with issn 2277-4246 of the journal. We will be thankful ro all

for their critical comments about this issue.
Prof. B K Vijayan
Principal

vil




Democracy Deficit

o L T T —
R A b b Bt ot 4 8-t M g o ot ey y e e B it
....................................

IN none too rare a moment of scepricism and self-introspection,
Bernard Shaw referred to one of the many obsessions the British

nurtured as national character. The British, according to Shaw,
were obsessed with principles; they invented them even when none
existed. For instance, whenever the British stood by a monarch,
even if he happened to be a despot known for cruelty, they did so
on the principle of patriotism. However, they had no hesitation in
consigning the same king to Westminster Abbey, if circumstances
so demanded. While renouncing the earlier principle of patriotism
in order to kill the king, they invoked a new principle — the principle
of democracy!

Bernard Shaw seems to suggest that to the Brirish principles are
nothing but a convenient pretext, which can be invoked or discarded
according to the exigencies of the situation. Having been tutored by
the colonial masters in the principles of liberalism and influenced
by the virtues of Indian civilisation, rooted in self -ab:wgnficm and
renunciation, as taughe by the spiritual mentors from Gantama
Buddha to Mahatma Gandhi, Indians entertained a similar amtud‘c
towards idealism. Both patriotism and democracy are dear to their
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heart. But their commitment to them is more i Princict i
less in practice. Almost l-t't-r_}’ﬂljlf;' s“:cars by dem Ocracy, | - ?
few care to tollow it in puhlll' life. (‘“"5‘:‘!‘1"“:]% lhtl.'t TPy '.
almost unbridgeable, between principle and Practice. Thig . :
an effort to explore this gull in the context nfequajim Which jg o
foundation of democracy. It is the contention of this €ssay thay o
crisis of Indian democracy is because of the failure of the stae |
ensure equality and the inability of civil society to Create a pyble
sphere capable of generating critical engagement with social iser }
Although democracy is a holistic phenomenon and ies differens
components are interconnected, its three main atrribures can be
identified as political, economic and cultural equality. These thre )
artributes collecrively contribure to the make-up of a healthy
democratic regime, and consequently the success of demc ctacy
depends upon the extent to which these equalities are respected
and implemented. The vibrancy of a funcrioning democrae
therefore, would depend upon the social acceptance of the idea of
equality, which as a principle the Indian Republic has written inte
its Constirution. Yet, in practice equality is a far cry in any of these
three domains.
This condition raises the question wherther the prevalence
of institutional structures i a sufficient guarantee to ensure
democratic rights. This question is pertinent in the Indian
context as, despite institutional support, the functioning of Indian

dfmocucy during the last 63 years has perpetuated and deepened
differences within society,

po“ﬂta.l Eq-u.jhy
The institution | , o |
the Constiturion provided f ! democracy prescribed b’
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stated this principle in unambiguous terms,

| It declared chat there
should be “secured o all the people, .

. Justice, social, economic
and political; equality of status, of opportunity, and before the

law. ..~ Despite the continuous tinkering with the Constirution by
the ruling elite — 95 amendments are in place so far - these basic
guarantees of the Constitution have remained unaffecred. Yer, in
practice, democracy has not been able to secure justice to all: irs

dispensation has been distorted because democratic rights have not
been accessible evenly to everyone.

Let us begin with political rights, which in some ways are
central ro democratic practice. The political rights subsume
equaliry, without which democraric participation is not possible.
Although political rights involve a wide range of issues, including
freedom of :xprcssiun and association, the right O represent and
be represented through election is universally accepred as the
defining feature of democracy. The importance of the system of
representation of the people is thar it erases the separation of the
state and the people. But the government through representation
recognises democracy only as a formal part of the state and not as
irs essence. Therein lies the weakness of the representative system
of democracy, which is most glaring in the Indian case.

In India, the mechanism of representation is universal Slfﬂ_}ngt'
both in the Centre and in the States. The successtul record of timely
elections has drawn universal admiration, particularly because
in most other post-colonial countries election h.as been a nujbulz
casualty. The successful conduct of elections has given conmd‘tu

: 1 of representation on
legitimacy to democratic polity and the system o | e
which its practice is embedded. Yet, the relpnlmmitm’t :;’5‘:‘;‘; o
a variety of questions about irs de'mmmm- '-:h:‘;:u [;::‘“ “::wv i
is the manner in which majority 15 determin h L
the rule of the majority, the process through “' o e malociey
formed is of crucial importance. What constitutes

11
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svstem of rcprcscnt.ntiun is open to different Interprea
a sy |

here are different modes of :.i:r.tcrmi ning n}ajnriry In an elct;
system. India has Jdﬂi“"fd a direct Byscem. in which Whuemﬁ
t!“lf largest number of votes is elected. e

This system does not necessarily ensure that those whe enie
electoral 5.ucwss have the mandate of the majority of thoge wlh
exercise their right to vote. It is conceivable that those wheg w
power on behalf of the majority have in fact the support only of 4
minority. Such a contingency is possible because of the multiparry
system, which allows nor only different parties, but even individuals
ro contest elections. If votes are distributed among differen
contestants in a constituency, a candidate could win with less than 50
per cent vortes. The democratic form of government based on such
a mandare, in strict political sense, is not the rule of the majority.
Naturally, such a situation adversely impacts upon the representative
character of democraric institutions. Some democraric countries
have tried to overcome this anomaly by insisting upon at least 50
per cent of the votes cast to the winning candidare.

Another pertinent question is whether the social conditions in
India permit a free and fair working of the representative system. The
political class in India is drawn from the affluent, educared and socially
powerful sections of society. The system is so much under their thumb.
that the poor and the marginalised hardly have a chance to make it
to the pulpit. As a consequence, in the Legislative Assemblies and in
Parliament, they are represented, they hardly represent themselves,
except through reservation. Therefore, the political opportunity
and the social ability to represent the people is now confined 04
minuscule section of society. The instances of former Presidents K-R-
Narayanan and A.PJ. Abdul Kalam are always cited to prove the.
contrary. TI“Y are exceprions which prove the rule.
e

ty, with the current House assurmﬂg;‘h‘-
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characrer of an exclusive club of millionaires and multimillionaires.
The much-admired election itself has become so expensive thar no

ordinary citizen can afford o fight an election on his or her own

steam. The only democratic right the demos enjoy is the privilege
of electing their representatives. As a result the class composition

of our democratic institutions has become almost predetermined.

Package of rights

The Constitution has given to the people an impressive package
of democratic rights, which has earned plaudits from political
scientists and constiturional experts. These rights are consistently
invoked in public meetings, university classrooms and, indeed, in
Parliament as well. Almost everybody swears by democracy, but the
majority of the people have no stakes in its functioning, excepr as
passive participants in the battle of the ballot.

In popular perception, and even in liberal scholarly analysis, the
system of representation is synonymous with democratic polity.
Samuel Huntington, for instance, observes, “Elections, open, free
and fair, are the essence of democracy, the inescapable sine qua non.’
The idealisation of balloting is so overwhelming that all aberrations
in its actual practice are rolerated, including the purchase of votes
and distribution of incentives. This is partly because by and large
elections have been taking place regularly, providing the people an
opportunity to participate in the political process. The participation
is not limited to the educated middle class, but extends to the
poor and the marginalised in the rural sector who h:‘wc shown
considerable maturity in the exercise of democratic rights. The
wisdom of the common voter has reinforced the faith in the ay:ltt:'*
The electoral behaviour of the people after the Eln'ﬂgﬁnf yan "'h:
five-year rule of the Hindu communal forces are cited as examp
of political maturity of the Indian electorate.

13
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Yet the llf-t.‘ of a l-lrgr section of tlti‘s clectﬁrltc r‘ﬂl.ﬁ- :
i the democratic rule they have installed in pawer'i:;
+t has been brewing in large parts of the m'“‘tl')bh;.
most cases the roor canse of wuh_.'nﬂ' :‘I.Ild msurgc-'ncy has bee oo
dl.“._‘““,;n:. | he state, insn';ld of sccklng a solution for the

of discontent, uses its military mlgf‘" to suppress dissiden VOiceg

\« 3 result, a large section of the population is alienated from the
M . T el . . | r
ratic institutions.,

antouched by

result, disconte

functioning of democ
Thar irnmcrntic instirutions have not yet achieved vertica]
expansion is possibly one of the reasons for this situation. [n fact,
Indian democracy suffers from over centralisation of ill-lthority and
concentration of power. Maharma Gandhi was quire conscious of
this possibility and hence advocated gram swaraj for empowering
people at the village level. The Panchayati Raj, which the state
adopred for effecting vertical expansion of democratic practice,
has not really become effective. As a result, common citizens have
no voice in the actual working of the democratic structure, as the
representative system per se does not ensure democratic rule. It
only provides the basic structure for rule by the Eleaed.majgﬁm-

Cultural Equality

diversity on thch practice of democracy. Culrural plurality has bm tb:l
et ofIndian civilisation. But che absence of culcural equalityled.
‘© the exclusion of many from the mainstream life. The hierarchical

structure of caste and differences 01 1
- . n rcll \ i
exclusion, which impinged advcrsely Buans Jife created (U
Neir her the

% a4 sense of culrural equ:lii:j;ﬁ'
“out struggle for i de social reform. The lgngi




groups together in a common endeavour, bur it did not have much

ﬂl an “'“P‘ﬂt‘l' i thf l.‘“lt"lﬁ‘l I'It'l'l"'“_‘l,;]nﬂi !tl";r"'""lg fi'ﬁfff“r . hil-]

groups. Theretore the process of nation ‘building on which India
embarked upon after Independence had a distinet disadvantage of
a culturally divided house on the basis of caste and religion. Society
was made up of a large number of culturally distiner communities.
The Anthropological Survey of India has estimated the existence
of more than 4,000 communities with distinctly different cultural

practices. The diversity meant plurality and coexistence, which
could lead to murtual enrichment through assimilation, even if it did

not result in synthesis. The Indian national movement was based
on such a perceprion of cultural life, which was important for a
democratic society. Gandhiji subscribed ro this idea and Jawaharlal
Nehru promoted it through a secular interpretation of the Indian
past. The emergence of communal consciousness among Hindus
and Muslims negated the multicultural conceprion of Indian
civilisation. The cultural interpretation of the nation by Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar and Mohammad Ali Jinnah undermined the
nationalist efforts to construct a cultural unity.

During the course of the 19th century, because of a variety
of reasons ranging from internal reform to Census enumeration,
religious and caste communities developed a consciousness, which,
among other things, tended to reinforce their demarcation Fr}um
each other. Initially, the demarcation was social in nature, often
based on the quest for upward mobility in the caste hitfarcihy.
Simultaneously most of them were also engaged in r}mdcfnmnun
through changes in social pracrices and rirual pﬂ:h.‘brfn;lm‘.f', and
through education and so on. However, modernisation did ::::
erase or weaken but strengthened in an unprﬁft‘dmtfd MARRNEE e
caste boundaries, which no longer remained fuzzy. Changes Ml:‘ll;"
the caste order through occupational mobility or fragmentarion 45

became quite rare.
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By the beginning *‘r‘!_": 20th century E:%Stc Was poised
extensive social articulation, an uppmh'r'umty for whicl, e
irself with the introduction of the E“[m“ of rcprmn%ﬁ:il ﬁ*ﬁ‘.'
was an opportunity caste had not r:nfluycd before. When the |
of representation was introduced in the ?(_lth Cﬂntur'”-%! .
the organisational strength to attempt political mobﬂjnﬁou'-,-., |
consequence, caste had the advantage of an already COnstructed g
identity that was antithetical to the idea of demomcy_“']'hc once;
and practice of caste,” Nehru had observed, ‘embodied the aristo
ideal and was obviously opposed to democratic concep

tions.”

d

Influence of religion B

Simultaneously, the gulf between religious communities were als
becoming increasingly wider and their relationships were becomir g
less and less harmonious. It coincided with the transi

tion of
influence of religion from the private to the public sphere. The twe

16
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It is difficulr to estimate the amount of money generated by
religious and ancillary activities. For religious centres have given rise to

a tran'-:ty of enterprises, including pilgrimage tourism. The IMportance
of this development is that society has been divided on religious lines,
which impinges upon the possibility of secular mobilisation.

The consequence of the importance thus gained by religion
and religious entrepreneurs is the extension of their influence ro
the secular domain. An area in which this is most pronounced
is politics, which has led to both religionisation of politics and
politicisation of religion. In contemporary Indian politics, therefore,
religion is a powerful mobilising force that is invoked even by
secular parties and individuals in their quest for power. As a
consequence, religion has an abiding presence in public life, steadily
displacing secular engagements. The number of organisations
that function in the guise of social and culrural activities bur owe
allegiance ro different religions has increased steadily. Among
Hindus, the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh has sponsored
innumerable organisations that function as specialist agencies to
deal with different aspects of social life. Through the Jan Sangh
and then the Bharariya Janata Party, they marked their presence in
politics. So is the case with Muslims. Unfortunately, the attitude
of the stare has been one of vacillation and compromise, which
has encouraged che intervention of religion in secular politics. The
history of the dispute over the Babri Masjid is a prime example of

the attitude of the state. The decline in the secular commitment of
che state is the most dangerous threat Indian democracy has faced

in recent times.

Caste and religion have had a subterranean presence in Indian
politics from the time of the nationalist movement. Since then the
situation has changed dramatically. The parties based on caste and
religion have come to the fore and now commanfi ‘cunmdcrabic
space in politics. Their influence has become so decisive thar caste-

17
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based parties have been in POWEr in severg] Stat
es,

| da Major

rc]lgmus mnsriﬂusncss h dS bccnmc 50 “"*"Puwcrin tl'l ﬁq
every political party conducts its politics with ﬂyi o:tw
caste and religious support. As a resuls « POl
religious conflict have become the order of
ot accommodation and cultural

time, Hindu communal forces achieve _‘;\tg _
Politicy] .o e

impﬁr[antih q‘t

interaction has been

leading to an increasing gulf berween religions and be :n"‘dﬁ
Hindus treat Muslims as culeurally in

ferior, Within Hind |_ ‘
Dalits and other lower castes face cultural Oppression. The cuylpeg
inferiority/superiority practised as a consequence has created o
anti-democratic ambience. The absence of cultural equality b
excluded a large section of people from the cultural maj |
and has led to interminable tension within society.

Economic Inequality

The economic conditions in post-colonial India were none twe
favourable for the successful functioning of a democratic system
Inherent in the conditions left behind by the colonial rulers were
several areas of tension and conflict, which in course of time came
to the fore. The economic disadvantages far surpassed the benefits
of the liberal idea into which the intelligentsia was initiated by
the colonial administration, The country was denuded of its
resources by colonial Appropriation; the system of communication
and transport was not adequately developed; the social rea
of education was limited; and facilities for medical care wer¢
unsatisfacrory, In fact, colonialism ensured thar Indian $ ociety
remained backward in almost every aspect of human exisrence- N

The post-colonial cconomic policy and development was expect®

€8s as quickly as possible and ensure sociat




sty improving the conditions of the poor and the m

I1"." PI-IIH-II\I‘- \Uh“-h ““l-'ﬂ'l"l'lf;' T!Hh fﬂ(‘i{‘_‘r[ﬂuu" it

Ill'glnq]iscd‘

. liberal idealism,
which advocated thac all citizens have an equal right to

of the nation. The nature of economic development based on capitalise

modernisation adopred this idea in principle but belied it in practice

by pursuing an entirely different course. As a CONSEQUEnCe, economic

dtvelﬂpmtnt became elite-centred, which apportioned the resources

in 2 manner that ensured that it was utilised primarily for improving
the quality of life of the upper stratum of society. What the poor
could expect at best was the rrickle-down effect. The justification
advanced by the state for such a policy was quite attractive to the
middle class. It genuinely believed that neoliberal conditions were
a necessary prerequisite for a leap forward in the country’s quest
for modernisation. The change in the character of the market now
available ro it has reinforced its conviction.

Modernisation, however, cannort be achieved withourt
sacrifices by some strata or the other. If so, let it be the poor. Let
them live on Rs.20 or less a day, send their children to schools
without blackboards and benches and sleep on the pavements
in metropolitan cities, borrow from moneylenders ro marry oft
daughters, and, if life becomes unbearable, let them choose the
honourable option of committing suicide. The others need not have

any moral compunction, as these sacrifices, after all, are for creating
a modern nation.

Two worlds

The country is now divided berween an inner world of the affluent

and the outer world of the poor. The most scriking metaphor of

is distinction | - of the-art airports, artistically decorated
chis distinction is the state-of-the-art airp e e

and thickly carpeted, with outlers of designet pro -
parlours and food courts. In contrast, whar a passenger s¢

19
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, : 11 - IS modern |
landing in Mumbai, the I od qu Indian Metrgp.
not so .lt*ﬁthf[it‘.ln}" attractive —a h].‘ril‘l\fllng ﬂlum Wifh i

A pub
used for protection from nature. The slums are not Iimittd_; In \
outskirts of airports. In almost all major cities abou g B t .
the ;H‘![Hl!ﬂrin“ lives in slums and on ﬁ':m'path,;_ "‘., ]

The disparity berween the two worlds, which Militateg o | R
the democratic ideal, is so stark thar it is nnrhing short ki £
that the country is able to maintain social equilibriymy,. Not of
there are no conflicts, revolts or insurgencies. There are aplegal <
The tribal people in the north-eastern part of the COUNtry hppy . 1
been in a state of continuous rurmoil; Dalits are alienated frgg @
the mainstream; and the people of Kashmir have been livigs.
under Army occupation for years. Yet, the nation has held ¢ rether f
primarily because of two reasons. First, strong intervention by :
the state, including the use of the Army, whenever its autlmh"r! ‘

was questioned, either for preserving the nation's unity or far
safeguarding the interests of the privileged sections. This has led
to violations of human rights. The Army operation against the
Maoists and the arrest and incarceration of Binayak Sen are recent
examples. In dealing with internal challenges, the Indian state has
been quite powerful, even brutal, although quite weak in responding
to imperialist aggressions.

Secondly, the Indian democratic practices have pcrfunmd'”
ideological function to attract the underprivileged to the democrat®,
fold In thc pcrspcctivc of many peuple, clgcﬁgns are l:hc bt‘ "

and end-all of democracy. The liberal ideologues of the capitahi¥
system romanticise elections as the most imporrant measure 0
demacracy, The enthusiastic participation of the rural poor a9
urban slum dwellers and ocher such
an indication of popular support o
involvement with the acry
been forthcoming, even 4

[ - - 11 ‘1
secrions of society is caken )
the system. But a comparad€

al functioning of democracy has l;ll'l.
mong the middle class. The absence ol

20

.

Govr Arts & Scrpnes Correce Resgarcs JOURD




D ——

public sphere, acnvely engaged in subjecting

democratic pracrices
has been one among the

to critical scrutiny,

. nany reasons for this
indifference.

Role of Public Sphere

The active involvement of civil

society is a prerequisite for the
effective functioning of the der

nocratc system, In fact, without
critical transactions in the public sphere democratic practice is

likely to remain weak and ineffective. As pointed out by John Rawls
and Habermas, the ability for public reasoning, which discussion
and dialogue in the public sphere alone can realise, is central to
democratic practice. Rawls has suggested that the “definitive idea
for deliberative democracy is the idea of deliberation Litself. Wl'{tn
citizens deliberate, they exchange views and debate their supporting
reasons concerning public political questions.” In a democratic
system there are different fora available for discusi—-iun‘ ab{.‘m the
practice of democracy. Most of them are formal institutions of
the state such as the legislature and committees of the txtcut;vc.
The administrative policies and decisions are also brought be ore
p i le is perhaps vested with
the iudiciary. A much more important role is perhap
i ioni ide the government structure.
the institutions functioning outside the g e
" has to be judged,” writes Amartya Sen, not ju D)
i : ly exist but by the extent ro which different
institutions that formally exis st asialiba haaed
voices from diverse sections of the people s
."“‘“"T’ The Idea of Justice, London, 2009, page xu). 11
4 s is enriched by political participation,
possible only when democracy 2o be manipulated
‘ d public interaction, as balloting can - . Even
e e horitarian regimes in the past.
as has happened in sevee) it he support of the ballot. It
Adolf Hitler came to power through t ¢ p e and of the d o
ol » tl'l' s context thlt I'ht rnle ﬂf l'hﬂ publ:c sp
is in thi
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.,I,\hr e In |H-.'I| i has 1-I|ln.ll'il}' l’"lrtﬂvrd [h

rerventions of vluntary Organts wions and the media. [n shy
‘“ L 1

¢ of the I"'I‘I" -.pln ve and the nature of trans r

I'he pnhih

the characue
II'IIH"I it ""It"l h e e ur.! ' urnn':'f.tl‘t!r '"’lf“‘ﬂ{_f' Ar If"“l‘
LN L

e 18th century. They have been instrumental in Ofgan L
sl promoning the exchange ol views on '»T'I wlar 1"},}‘”.. fe :
process they introduced a critical and rational charactes 1o rk
public sphere in dealing with the problems of borh the S0 1n
society. The Indian intelligentsia imbibed early lessons jy s
M'"ﬁ dmmgh its partcipacion n these institutions, Ve o
arganisatons do not play such a role any longer, either because ¢
tharacter has changed or because the space occupied by them &
been taken over by non-governmental organisations, or NGk
which function mainly as extensions of the state appararus. Mas
of them have lost their critical and rational spirit and consequent
have increasingly succumbed to the influence of religious ang
communal rationale. Innumerable Organisations are now presens
in the public sphere, which does not promote informed discussion
bur spreads obscurantism and irrationality. This transformarion b "
led to the reordering of the public sphere, which no more promotss
rational dialogue conducive to the growth of public reasoning,

Role of media

A comparable change has taken place in the character of the |
which in the past played a decisive role in the formation of .
public sphere and transactions within it. The media in India, 8
any other country, had a protective function that can be traced
the manner in which colonialism was subjected to crivicism. &8
media devored considerable space o highlighe the contradi®
ber_wun the colonial state and che people which deepencd
public reasoning of democraric aspirations. As a result, me
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became a Powerful hanmel fa. the divverw

iy bridy k

consaocusness and aationalivm Ty the 1w agq o | u
St 7t promioced infirsed

;"Hh’h s LA S PL )] "i‘lhh hf!["‘q! the groowedy of 4 A i
iy .,F"ﬁ.':l*i_ .|ll'|\.|.|.1.

Ihr qulr ﬂf f"lf" !ﬂf-_iu l“‘r IME maore t"'i,‘-““' Nt in »
B IFRY

Fon . :

.rs.‘irp- n-_{r'm £ lmlu f‘ﬁ anse of rhe i Lot TS lwt-.‘ ren poghl
'!

and 1"1‘!111111‘!!1( practice. | he natare of issues on whi I debare

were conducted in the pubilic sphere

democracy. However, they were prex

n l-IfH!rf-,.ﬂ

rﬂ'lph 1ni 'Ipﬂ"- rh- conrent of

Inmmmrh on problems rhar
concerned the interests of the privileged sections, as

controlled and conducred by the members of the middle luss b
these debares the protective function of the media was almaose Moent.

The media 15 more concerned with the freedom of expression,
dissemination of information and propagation of values, What
s missing is the campaign for social justice, as 2 result of which
no public pressure is exerted on democratic instirurions to take
cogrusance of the misery of the common people. The suicides of
farmers because of poverty, or of students because of their imabiliey
to pay fees, receive only passing reference. At the same time, the
media focus on the adventures, or are they musadventures, of the
affluent, for whuch regular slots are reserved. If society as Jepuored
in the visual media is real, the only preoccupation of the people i to
adorn expensive clothes, pray 1o the family deity and consume nch
food. Evidendy such a media cannot make a healthy contnbunon
to debates that are meant w enrich democrand pracuce.

I.dm mm}r h.u. :m\li*td Al Inilllullmul situctuic an
che basis of the principles and prescripions lad down a the
Constiuoion. But there is 2 wide gulf between precept 5"“"::
[-,.,m,{.,.,wh,a“mmmm t:tu mw
che ideal form of democracy in whish equalives - policsar (v
and economic - are continuously *"“""f'"’ ea “::‘ p—
‘*‘”“““F'““P"‘“’””h‘mwmdmm

, | kg
be reduced through continuous public rrasad

hs

debates wers

Demacracy Diefiust




Amartya Sen has argued that the availability of , Mo
institutional structure need not necessarily ensure the set.
democracy. The success would largcly dcpcnd upon the ; ' ;
of human agency for using the available opportunities.
Whar democracy does in India is only a caricature of «
democracy really is. The ideal is indeed difficult to realics 5
is likely that struggles within democracy mighe take it doge.
approximation of what democracy is.

(T 55 the text of the inaugural address at the Asian College of Journak
11. 2011 KN. Panikckar is former professor of Modern Indian History at fawsk
Nehru University. He can be reached at knpanikkar@gmail.com)
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One God,
The Logical Conclusion of
Vedic Polytheism

L L

T R el el e il o e L

Cornelius Elenjikal
His Eminence Cornelius Elenjikal (Late) was
Cardinal to Rome and Archbishop of Varapoly

he tendency of extolling gods, one after another, as the
Supreme led to the logical conclusion thar God was one and
was called by different names. For, if all the supreme atrnbures are
assigned to every god, in turn it follows that gods differ from one
another only in name; that is, God is one, who is called by different
names. And some Vedic poets realising this fact cﬁcduut"fhe)‘ call
the one by various names, Agni, Yama and Matriswan.”" “But the
worshipful divinity of God is one.™ |
'I'lul:ﬁ‘lldﬂ of the one God of the Vedas is clearly rxpzl:ded::
ived | uﬁ‘}ﬂBC."I'hminhutfmc ok
Yaksha who lived as ear J:h O Agal, n the midbregion v
th he 2 b A8 FO8 : 9 Savitr.
d:ppeanc . Ppc:d in the celestial regions He appeas % -
as Indra L
The various gods in each of these three plains

these three manifestations of the ane God.™
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' Hi ilﬂd ar 'I..'I.IIHI' (]ﬂdﬁ
- - I‘ t'
bupﬂl‘l‘llf (e
] ) ‘ﬁuffi rh'lﬂ‘l HI’.H‘ ,‘-fl"h'f l”lif}’ l{} (Jﬂl‘

hed the Unity of God and copuy

some !\.Ig{'& rede

Varuna, Indra, Agnt, erc. as e | 9
others wanted to save pnrncular dieties, the b

ce of nature, who would vanish '-‘“mplctdj‘:'
were considered as mere names of one and the same god. i |
s made a dinstinction berween the Supreme | d
the particular gods. The par:icul:lr gods remain always. genty _'
particular forces in nature. They do not become the Supremej
rurns any more. They always depend on the Supreme God, nay3

produced by the Supreme God.?

While
_quds
game Gﬂd-
}urticulnr for

these sage

Names and functions of the Supreme God

a) Hiraniagarbba, Visuakarman, Prajapati
In the later part of the Rig-Veda the Supreme God is known mosty

by the names of Hiraniagarbba (golden germ),® Visuakarma
(Maker of the universe)” and Prajapati (Lord of creatures)®. Tt
hymn to Hiraniagarbha describes him:
“In the beginning there arose Hiraniagarbha.
As soon as born he alone was the lord of all that is.
He established this earth and this heaven
Wlm is the God ro whom we shall offer sacrifice?
He who gives breath, he who gives strength,
Whose command all the gods revere,
HW:M;QMW is immortality,
e, who through his might became Kin
O_ﬁh‘-' breathing and twinkling world, £
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He whao by his might looked €ven over the waters
“ ¢

Whic " (ger

ich held pn-rwc: (germ) and generated sacrifice,
He who alone js God above all gods.
Who is the God to whom we shall offer sacrificey,™
In the earlier part of apati'ia
i part ¢ rl‘::.]- Br.l_hm;m;m Prajapati is the ordinary
hame for the Supreme God. Prajapati produces everything including
the gods."In the beginning Prajapati was here alone. He thought ro
himself how can | obtain descendants’ He roiled and performed aces

of penance and He produced... Agni and other gods."!
b) Brahman

In the later part of the Brahmanas, Prajapati is neglected. Another
name to denote the Supreme God came into prominence by this
time. This name is'Brahman’ which henceforth forms the nucleus
of the Indian thought. All that lacer Hinduism did, beginning with
the Upanishads, was bur an intense search of Brahman, an attempt
to find Him our and discover His nature.

I = The Etymology of Brahman

The etymology of the word 'brahman’ is disputed among the
writers. According to Panini, the Sanskrit grammarian (300B.C), the
word brahman’derives from ‘braly' - to grow, to increase."? According to
Max Muller it derives from ‘brih’ or 'vriky’ - to strive, to grow, to erect.”
According to some others it derives from 'br’ - to swell o ro grow.'*

2 = Evolution of the meaning

The word ‘brahman’ did not stand from the begi:tnin.g nf’ ,:;
existence to denote the Supreme God. This meaning I; ::::rht
slowly through evolution. All the same from du);h:‘:z
word ‘brahman’ stood for something highland s
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In the l\_”-l}- Vedic period, afrer h.wiug *it‘iﬁrd th
| . : ey
nature, the great preoccupation of the Vedic P
favour of the gods. The favour of gods wag Bdined

Oga

" - y .. l,-.

in the form of hymns or uﬂrrmg. And at this "‘t‘*gf'br::% "
Magy

i
o -+

ro denote prayer. We read in the Vedic h}'mns; O lﬂdra,
prayers (brahmani) of the holy singers, VICtorioys With me
n battles, Indra who hears the singf:rs'supph’cntinm,"ﬁ

“Every attempt”, writes Deussen, “to explain thig . T egt
(Brahman) of Indian Philosophy must proceed from the ¢ .
the word brahman throughout the Rig-Veda, in which it g
more than 200 times, signifies without exception nothing e
than prayer."!o

Brahman, from its meaning prayer, was, however, transferred J
mean also the man who prayed, the priest who gaining the faypg
of the gods through his Prayer became grear and powerful, "y
call King Soma to our aid and Agni with our songs and hympg
(brahmani), Adityas, Vishny, Surya and the Brahman priest,
Brihaspari™’

In the Brahmanas the chief form of prayer became sacrifice
Every important undertaking had to be preceded by sacrifice _
order to render it auspicious and successful and the whole univer ¢
Was considered a product of sacrifice, ' Ay this stage brahman st
to denote sacrifice and sacrificer,

Some sages of the Brahmanic period, however, asserted lhﬂ
sacrifice in order to produce the desired effect, the sacrificer had
to know the significance of the sacrificial rite. We find, th“‘ii'f
some places after explaining a rite the Brahmanas add: he who

The fact thar the knowledge of the sacrificial rites \!ﬂ!'
necessary to produce the effect of the sacrifice led ro the logical

conclusion that sacrifice wichour knnwlcdgc was useless, Slowly
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the performance of the sac rificial rices

knnwlrdgr ot the sacrificial rites

expressions “he who knows thus™

lost its IMPOrtance and ok
be -
"BAN 10 prevail, And we find

o
without the “we f
o achiav A Pertorms the sice”
To achieve the benefits of the -y therefore, ite
. r VIETE was no

need of performing any sacrifici: f 2 me

significance of [hl-gmc:iﬁ‘,ml r“::::;:l L::;:rl(l“]w]ﬂigf of the
writes: [ he k“““'ltdg,_- of tha Sroeadiss ~”‘. l:cn;‘ Uldrnhfrg
magically connected with the procedure itsel'[ Th:* k:u-.:
through the fact that he knows - nor because through his knowled
he acts skilfully and correctly, but by reason of the P;chr of t}f:
knGWh’dgc itself, gets power over the entity or event known 2! I
is thercfore, said that it is unnecessary acrually to perform a rite. If
you know it, you have as good as performed it.”? At this stage the
word "brahman’stood for knowledge.”*

Finally in the later period of the Brahmanas, Brahman meant
the ultimate principle of the universe, the Grearest and the
Highest God. He is the Lord of creatures (Prajapati). He produces
everything including the gods.“Brahman produced gods and having
produced them He made them ascend these worlds.™* Brahman is
produced by no one. He is self-existent (Suayambhu).

This change of the significance of the word brahman s the
ultimate principle and the Supreme God took place either from
its significance as knowledge or as sacrifice. If we rake brahmans
meaning as knowledge we may say that, since by kfu‘nvl.tdgr
(brahman) anything could be nbtnir_lcd. kﬂfWI*‘_ig" iselt was
considered as the productive principle of "’"""’Y'h'.“!'-' t"““:l‘di::
thus deified as the Supreme Deity. Fdgerton writes: All imow
is to the Vedic mind, holy me“’i“}‘"
knowledge. It always posseases chis “_‘“ﬂ“’ P"::m cal chan that the
means absolute direct power, what is Tﬂﬂ:ﬂiwm hould be half
holy, mystic knowledge (brabman) of ¢ !: r:) e of the universe 2o
personified as the first principle, the con

r I'in:_.

imlgt' i%

¥ precisely

religious or magiul
. Since knowledge
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The power of God is
‘His might:

‘mmense. He produced the universe by

“Through whose might these snowy moust
And the sea, they say, with distant rivers
He through whonythe awful heaven
And the earth were made fast
He through whom the ether was established,
And the firmament, He wheo measured the air in the sky.2
It is true that the particular deities were not abolished
altogether. They continued to live in the mind of the Vedic sages
as the agents of the particular forces of nature. Bue it should be
remembered that these gods descended to the level of creatures.
They are all produced by the Supreme God. ™ They depend on
the Supreme God and revering Him they live.* The position of the
particular deities in the later part of the Vedic lirerature is not much
different from the position of the angels of the Revealed Religion.

Ains are,

.....
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The Jewish Question: The Views of
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Buber

P | Vincent
Asst. Professor, Ciove Am & Sciengr ( allege ochikode

Thr World War | had drastically transformed the political
texture of West Asia. After the Allied victory in World

War L Iraq and Palestine came under the British Mandare with 1
special provision for giving effect to the Balfour Declaration®. Afrer
breaking down the Turkish Empire, the British in collusion with
other European powers of the League of Nations put a permanent
obstacle to Arab Nationalist movement by diverting their arrention
towards the "Zionist threat'? Arab and Zionist nanonalism clashed
butterly fulluwmg the ratification of the Balfour Declaration by the
League of Nations and other international bodies dealing with
West Asia. Both the Arabs and Jews claimed the same territory:
Palestine, The former’s demands were based on the facr that they
lived there, while the latter's claim was based on the promise of
their God, Yahweh.? | !

It 18 in chis context thar Gandhi and Nehru l:‘i:;::::::::,
in the fate of the | luly Land. The Indian approach w

i
] and Maraw Buber
Ibe Jewash Clucestson: he Views uf AMaihat ma Gandhe

e



QW LEITILory, lﬂ“nwﬂi l“p' the post -bibli al

: . era of v-lu;_u-n“
galut o exile According to

| | Bible Palestine was the land
to ( rod \.lh“ t"!‘l o } ll‘_\ I""r“}"lf'. ||“- lr.*.‘ {

Gandhi believed that the Biblical legitimiz

the land of Palestine by the Jews conld

e rmed

F'f“"li“q_i

renesis 12781 1131
anvon of 1'1'11' afhlm s e

ot be sustained on muesd w
pohitical grounds. He opined that the Jews should try to make the
| 1

home in their country of birth instead of t-lcm.lmimg Palestine. He

wrote: If I were a Jew and were boen in Germany and earned

wry
livelihood there,

I would claim Gﬂm*‘“f as my home even as the
tallest gentile German might, and challenge him to shoot me or case
me in the dungeon, I would refuse to be expelled or to submit to
discriminating treatment.”

"The Palestine of the Biblical conception 1s not a geographical
rract. It is in their hearts, But if they must look to the Palestine
of geography as their national home, it is wrong ro enter it under
the shadow of the British Gun.'13, For the Jews, the retumn to
Zion ( Jerusalem) has been a religious act. Gandhi observed thas
‘a religious act cannot be performed with the aid of the bayooer
or the bomb. They can settle in Palestine only by the goodwill of
the Arabs.? He criticized the Zionists for cheir dependence on
American money and British arms and on terrorist mﬂh.odl to

h them on Palestine, In March 1921, Gandhi wrote By no
:ml of ethics or war... can Palestine be given to the Jews ™.

His views on the right of Arabs to hold Palestine was l“ﬂ"';t
balanced and well reasoned. “Palestine belongs to the Aubc n :h‘
same sense that England belongs 0 the English or France @

: ‘ : é ;IRJm on the Agaba.
French. Ir uwrm*gandlnhunun- o II."I'I]TO! grofonr 7
What is going on in P;.l!;:f l;: :‘:‘ml:h.mjm sanction but
moral code of conduct. The Bt | |
that of the last war. Surely it would be ﬂ":dﬁ“" -
reduce the proud Arabs, 50 ‘h‘“ m‘:mqi
Jews, Partly or wholly as their nat

i and Martin Buber

‘



['he nobler course would be to ingier N 4 furge .

l-'“'\ “.hfrrw-r th“- Al Imrn .md ;Ilhnr_ ]"]-.e kﬂ o
hat Chrggp ™ By
French in precisely the same sense thae Chri

'ﬂ'“"!’ﬂu
€ lﬂuﬂ.‘_ !

stification for the German expulsion of the Jews it o
fiem believe was thar the Jews cannot receive

place which has been held for centuries by Muslim o iy,
of religious conquest. '’ el
Gandhiji's ideas about Jews and Arabs in Palestine ysd.
Mandate g_nvcrnmrnt were well reasoned, Fig analysig e
favoured the Arab cause. He was not in favour of the cremc.
a Jewish Scate in Palestine and questioned the basic dentil
the Zionist movement. He viewed Zionism 35 2 coloniaf seq
movement under the auspices of British imperialism, He did.
consider Zionism as a genuine national movement. Gandha
assessment of the question of anti-Semitism and the survivgly

European Jewry was based on his own experience with nor
first in South Africa and then in India, 14

In response to the criticism of Mahatma Gandhi regarding Je
in Palestine Martin Buber, the Jewish philosopher and friend
Gandhiji, wrote ap, open letter on February 24, 1939, In the less
Buber viewed thar Gandhian approach was simplistic and he didn
consider the complexigies of Jewish question, He pleaded ro Gans

“You Mahatma Gandhi, who know of the connection berws
wradition and future, shoyld nOt associate yourself with those wh

Pass over our cause withour understanding or sympathy.
Bur you say - and I consider it o be

the most signific
dhd“‘"ﬁ?‘“‘l!tﬂu ~ that Paless: Y A3
I'. i b theoot 8 = thar Palestine bclungunthe

Arabs.. bre " wrong and whuman o impose the Jews on

- PREnOw you come and settle the whole ex tent
dilemmy with the simple formula; "Palestine bclanp to the :
o

are French..... The cry for a national hom

= g
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“What do vou mean by saving » land belongs ro 4 populsesn
jencly you do not intend only to describe a seare of affaics by
¢ formula, but to declare a certain right. You obviously mean
a3y rﬁﬂlmqf,hngﬂtlﬂlmthrhrﬂ.hlmm:
harm ro that land that whoevet settles on it without the permissmn
of this people has committed a robbery. Bur by whar means did
the Arabs atrain the right of ownership in Palestine? Surely by
mmﬂﬁfm:m-ﬁhmmmﬂn'ﬁnm
aderr that as a result their sertlement gives them exclusive nghe of
ion; whereas the subsequent conquests of the Mamelukes
the Turks, which were conquests with 2 view to dJomination,
ot to sectlement. do not constitute such a nght in your opunson, but
Jeave the carhier conquerors in nightful ownership. Thus sertlement
iﬁrmjuﬁnﬁnm.a right of ownership of Palestine:
MIwndiulhcjahh-dumch'-Mh.
i is true, though not always doing full justice to Arab ways of e
.mq—ﬁlb-nlw“ﬁtmd from those of

conguest - does not justify in yout opinion any participation in ths
| which resule from




Vrguing for reconciliatton with the Arabs, Bube ke g
Argt - '
: berween II‘I-L' nacions. Ih tht IE”

i
4 “ljr‘_{llll 4§:'ll.‘lt1f|11 ffi |-|Hj:*.‘

aestioned Ga ndhijis an .ﬂﬂg}' hchEtzﬂ e lﬂdian; n Say 1'
q he Jews in Ellfﬂpf' Buber rr:Jl:l:EEd the idtﬂ aof p.l“r_
, Moe

Africaand t - ok |
cesistance against Nazi oppression. For him passive resisey
o jate fi ews — a people with no ha .

quite inappropriate for the ] peop meland o

were being exterminated and tortured,
Gandhiji’s approach ro Zionism was based on hj, o

experiences with the imperialist Brirish, a far more civilized 3,4
democratic opponent than the Jews faced in Gcrmany. Moreay .
during the Arab Rebellion (1936-93), the Arabs in Palestine Were
crushed with British imperialist mighe. In this period the Jows S
Palestine acted hand in hand with British forces. This situarion
profoundly influenced Gandhi to take an anti-Zionist position,
The rise of racial anti-Semitism and the Nazi holocaust proved ey
Gandhian position was almost impractical. It was noted that nearly
every Jew to whom Gandhi addressed in 1938 was dead by 1945,
Gandhuji criticized the Jews for entering Palestine ‘under shadow
of British gun’ He seems to have not given attention to the policy
change in Britain rowards Zionists with the issue of White Paper
of 1939. With rise of the Labour Party to Power in Britain, the
Zionists almost lost political patronage. It was clear that, berween
1939 and 1948 the shadow of British gun’ was not favoured the
Zionist enterprises in Palestine.

e e

 Paul Power, Gandhi’s biographer, says four factors influenced
Gandhi's position on Zionism:
L. He was sensitive about the ideas of Muslim Indians who
were anti-Zionists becayse of their thy for Muslim
. sympathy for

| Middk Eastern Arabs opposed to the Jewish national home

2. He objected 1o any Zionist methods inconsistent with bis
way of non-violence.
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He found Zionsm conteary o his plaralisee |
: ¢ Nt

which excludes the establishment of re—
o1 m.unlg. On one ri'.hgm“,

"'l"l--lll'lnu_

H'-I Hlil“l"r

He apparently believed it imprudent 1o complicate his

relations with the British, who held

’ the mandate in

Palestine.
The Zionist writer Judah Magnes, the then Recror of Flehrow
University, argued that Gandhian ‘Saryagraha’ was impracrical in
Nazi Germany because of the lack of publicity ro stir up public
opinion. On Palestine-Jew connection he said, “Jewish life will
always be lacking in an essential constituent if Judaism and Jewish
People have no spiritual and intellectual center in Palestine. ... this
Jewish centre cannot be composed only of priests and scholars bu
endowed with all the problems of life ~ polirical and social as well
as religious and spiritual™™®. He continued that because the Jews
had reclaimed the land and revived ancient Hebrew "in this sense
the land also'belongs’ ro them.™
Gandhi did not reply to the letrers of Buber and Magnes as the
points raised by them were already discussed and responded on
several occasions before. Gandhi restated his position in another
Haripan Article in August 1947. He wrote: " The Jews have crrr_d
grievously in seeking to impose chemselves on Palestine with thg aid
of America and Brirain and now with the aid of naked terrorism.
Why should they depend on American money for forcing
themselves on an unwelcome land? Why should they “’5*:" fo
terrorism to make good their forcible landing in Palesgine?™
Gandhi viewed Zionism as a Buropean Colonial :u-u'lc ment
movement. As an Asian nationalist he rejected the "‘j:" ‘::
establishing in Asian soil a state populated by non- et
immigrants, conerary to the interests al the n::I‘lI\"ﬂ P#Pwnrhﬂs
Gandhi believed in self veliance, As a Hindu, b""“;“’ l::dtnﬂ of
out of once own salvation, he rejected the rotal depe

— o Buber 39
mjmhgu‘m:mvmq‘WWIﬂ'Ml

___‘




: : | financial aid . :
Zionist on ]vuhlu,ll and hin 1Ncia II{.'I ﬁnn‘ “5 in

not favour a state h.l.';t‘.tl an one rfflj{fﬂn. Ht‘in

.

d | . ‘

" i
4 "'rrl | "

- iTL - vl ! o . 4 LT
core, he rejecte tf the Itll aola Jl. Wlﬁh Slite In [;.ﬂ”_ e
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he Balfour Declaration of 1917 (daced 2 Novershe, 19

trom the Unired Kingdom's Foreign Snnﬂ;,.}. Arthe, e Vi,
Haron Rothschild (Walter Rothschild, 2,,d Baron R‘“}Wh-,;l.;n ,-IJ; by,
the British Jewish communiry, for transmission (0 the Zig,.. 1‘-:“ F
of Great Brirain and Ireland. gy

§ oy
|||‘t_
ek |

e
His Majesty’s government view with fayour the establip
i FF -
Palestine of 2 national home for the Jewish people, and o1 — .
g i 3 - -..'"&
endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this Object, it beino
"—Ig « ol b

understood rhat nothing shall be done which M3y prejudice gy

T vl
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communiries in Palessin . &

The "Balfour Declaration” was later incorporared inso the Sews
peace treaty with Turkey and the Mandate for Palessine. 13, Origad
document is kepr ar the British Library. The letter was publiched ; vk
later in The Times of London which was reproduced in huty:/ /s

Stein, The Balfour Drcftmtian.(Simun&Schst:r.Ncw York, 1961
Najma Heprullz, Indo-West Asian Relations: The Nebru Era | Allad
Publishers, New Delhi, 1991), p- 143,

The Bible,Genesis, 12:7

Quoted in G.JH. Jansen, Ziopism, Isracl and Asian Nationalism, (st
for Palestine Studics, Beirur, 1971 ), p.170.

“Jews in Palestine” Harijan, November 26, 1938,

ond,

See David Cnmni,"mnning FO terms with che Pase: Iseael| History (88
Vol.S4(2), Feb,2 « London.

Jews in Palestine’, op . ' .
thid,, algo yee Why was Gandhi against the Zionises?" MM

oy (accessed on 02.01.201 2)
i
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Indus 'Scrlpt Declphered
or Undeciphered?

K O Raghavan

Mmoo ietr [Mrodegarn M.mw.dlh“fm.&mt S:mr,a.' s

n in his article Parpola and Indus SCPE’ says e
_ llblnhSa-lptrenmmundmphcre.:l as Prof. p
Fm MHGmgoryL Possehl says "It is sad bur e

n of the concordance of the Indus scr 'ttt
nearer a decipherment thar G.R. Hunder was wich
4 'hﬂkha' work in 1929 Kamil Zelbil, the Rusun
“ the same idea that the Indus scripe has not bee
' re ’Mn Mark Kcnoyar the Director of HAR?
m of these ancient documents is of couse
enging rask since the Indus scripe is one of the mas
g systems that have not yet been deciphered”
olars did noc recognize the claims of the sl
dche Indus Scripe. I. Mahadevan admies this %
ecipherer but an interpreter of Indus Signs. He demae 7
DU Ilm decipherment and interpretason o hw
pr.A ' i aspects of my work is that it acem?®
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arerpret the Indus Scripe and noy ‘I"'“Phrr .t
Lerween the Two i fundamental The declphe : hhr differenc,
Fer nas o 4

b cormiv rh.ﬂlﬂh I‘l‘.h'l'.u" uf I";{h “B" th'l Al ht onl
"y

LOST TWO depending on whether the sign is resd O 08 5t the
3830 ideogr
s

.+ as a phoneti -i}'u.ll"lt'“
Interpretation of Indus signs is li : :

ee the elephant in the lndiangsmr}'. ':;:::,:::::Tddm‘“ whe
comething like that of Jar Sign, Arrow Sign, Murukul;‘, b ol
Jye words of Asko Parpola”the number of known Indll-ll;‘i;m .
sround 400 which agrees well with logo-syllabic type i’u' i: ‘:’u
high for the script to be syllabic or alphabetic™ In the case of Imi:
cigns, Asko Parpola fully depended upon I Mahadevan who in his
~oncordance of Indus Script, 1977 identifies 417 signs, Mahadevan
has failed ro find the phanetic sign of Indus Scripe or alphabers.
Instead he copied the different forms of letters and signs - single
slphaber and mixed or complex signs and basic signs. | Mahadevan
~onsidered that these forms — that are repeated in all texts — are
originally the basic signs by which they used for conveying messages
r ideas. So he call them ideograms or logo syllabic signs like Jar sign.
fish sign, star sign, and Muruku signs. | Mahadevan did not look it
25 an alphabetic stage of wriring ot phonetic writing. Morcover the
work of I Mahadavan ~ the concordance of 1977 - is misleading 3
genuine scholar in the pal:l'l of Indus Script Research. [.Mahadevan

commirred three grave mistakes in the concordance of 1977.
15. The separation of the text from the motif in the seal, Thus he

rejected the text - motif relationship.
36. Copy the seal text without che knowledge of Indau '
alphabets and the method of Indus Art of seal writing: A shight

change of the form of sign denotes another sign “-k:i:-hout
37. Adopt an unscientific method for concordance

pinpointing the basic signs or ‘IP'M i identification
in a seal rext give five kinds nfw The &
41
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ol 41/ SIgNsE as basic !iw hmm

pring ir-lrl; ol s« l’ipl I'I\(l IIW “hhl W,

any '\n\nl" and tﬁi’(’m '-M‘M*‘m \ ‘:'Q

is bogo 5}'“1“12 We can compare ""Mfﬂ! the "

the an imaginative concordance of Hinde d:ul.,-d "

of the signs, letters, words Iﬂd‘phrm in Eng), :‘:'ﬂ..‘

This 1s what | Mahndcvmhddunintlnw;‘l Ty

research. In the concordance he undermines .
Y the tmpne

text-motif relationship. Thus he undervalies rh,, o 5"""

mindnmﬁfinﬂulcalmthidmumg.j"m;:"l

relationship as a significant context for the stucly of |M:‘

Text. The same mistakes are commitred by Ak, Parpai :‘

study of Indus script. So I. Mahadevan and Asko Py,
not recognize the Indus script as a phonetic scripe vecdle
alphabetic writing. So they adopted the method of teoremy
d” Indus W“ on the context “ﬂogﬂ'ﬁ"-lbu Wnnng Py
interpretation is based upon ‘the reasonable identficinon + %
memjﬂ' Sig“-ﬁ:hngn.lmlnmn.k; RS
This interpretation is invalid and unscienaific based upon %
false assumption of pictorial shapes of Indus signs. They
failed to find the phonetic value of a single Indus s
'n“f ﬁpﬂh abour the Dravidian as the lmpug: of lonius
text without any concrete evidence. Asko Parpols o et
at the world classical Tamil Conference held at Comde® :
23" = 27% June 2010 speaks | {istorwal l.mgul:n' :hu: g
\
that the HmPP"“ probably spoke l)r‘rhl-lf‘.‘.mi:&:: Y
Asko Parpola is both an Indus and Vedic s e
to know the hearr of Indus culture as well & l“‘h”:;i g
is misguided by the colonial discourse 1 Indology jh s S
in Indus Scripe. He is standing infrons ol the rmn::u —
in search of a door. But he has failed 0 find ‘h‘.{u- o™
is totally blinded by his own statement that In

T . . |
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_Jarion with Brami Script. So he Creates

" . . -Ii.l 1
dus Seript without a key to open jp 2 mite dog
1 b n'lllﬁ bq:;;,.m : r for

nd not 2 .,in'iphrrrr. The uitle of his

I!‘w'-l'“ S Ipt 18 4 misnomer hl‘*‘-‘itlsc th

book ‘the Der:

€ central theg;

_interpreting the Indus Signs,
What 1s the historical si nilicane

(ndus Seript? Thoms A 'I'r;u.ug:'naiumt r e
Suncerikumar Chatterjee said that the decipherment o
will finally sertle the question of the origin of Dravi
ind people.'’ Edwin E Briyant concludes the Indo-Aryan con

or Harappa-Vedic debate or Horse debate with these wurdn::?'l-z
answer, after all is said and done, is written on the seals™?

The convincing decipherment of Indus Script will end the
glorious days of colonial Indology with its endless debares and
dialogues and open the dawn of New Indology with Harappan
culture in its historical period in the 4* Millennium B.C. The

fundamental question is whether the Indus Script is deciphered or
undeciphered?

f Indys QCﬂpt
dian L-‘mguagr:

[1

In the words of I. Mahadevan“A decipherer should find the correct
phonetic value of Indus signs and thus discovers the unknown
language underlying behind the Indus Script™’. In an incerview he
expresses his inability to find the correct phonetic value of Indus
s1gns due to his old age.'* :

I. Mahadevan stressed the importance of the exact » comg:
phonetic value of the Indus signs is the yﬂfd’ti‘k"" COMTS
d-:u-nm'ning the real decipherment and the real dmﬂ:;l" each

Asko Parpola says that“In an -"-IPh"'l:wl:ic & ‘Y" all phnncn'c
%1gn has only one value as a rule and these values at¢

45
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What 1s the historical significance of ch
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sdus Scripe? Thoms A Trautman says in 200

iecipberment of Indus Script will end the Aty
Suneetikumar Ch

5 that'a convincin

an Debate? 1
A < in 196
atterjee said that the decipherment of In 1

: . dus §¢
will finally settle the question of the origin of Dravidian 1 &

: M Edwin B Retons Anguage
ind people.’' Edwin E Briyant concludes the Indo-Aryan ¢

r ¥ <
or Harappa-Vedic debate or Horse debate with these words “The

answer, after all is said and done, is written on the seals™?

The convincing decipherment of Indus Script will end the
slorious days of colonial Indology with its endless debates and
:i;;]ggues and open the dawn of New Indology with Harappan
culture in its historical period in the 4™ Millennium B.C, The

fundamental question is whether the Indus Script is deciphered or
undcciphcrcd?

1

In the words of I. Mahadevan"A d‘dphemr_s}muld Ve d‘ek :

phonetic value of Indus signs and thus dlsf‘o]vcrs :h.: un rnm:‘ :

language underlying behind the Indus Script ™ I’:‘“:ﬂ;::;"{:dm

expresses his inability to find the curftc! phonetic

signs due to his old age." : exact OF COrTect
I. Mahadevan stressed the imPf’ n::‘ct u:;il::;-k or criteria for

phonetic value of the Indus signs 18 the Y“:“l decipherer.
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and interrelated forming a closed System. Onge
the

of a few signs have been correctly determiy,, q hi‘lmm,_
' |

suggest the value of the remaining signs'’ | i1, | Mﬂu Come, N |

E 2 . 1 “ ‘Ihil i - ' bn .

terated the : dey ,

Parpola rei d the correct phoneric vilue of Indy. < AR
M

basis of Decipherment. He also gives the
phonetic value from known to unknown
the known signs. How can we discover the exact o - g
value of Indus Sign? | " Pl
The majority of scholars consider that
to the category of unknown script and unk e bl 2
ofl:he Linear B Script of the Mycenean Civilization ;nﬁrn:k:_h
?_eninsul:i_. The decipherer of linear B is Miches] Vener ‘,'
discovered a method of Structural analysis on the basic fial
pattern of Sign value with determinatives. He discovered the ol ,h:
d'Gmekas the languagﬂ of Linear B by the way of intuition* The
[ae removes one of the unknown — the unknown Iangiugr - and thes
moved to discover the other unknown - the unknown script. Thiss
one of the two methods suggested by Dr. Alice E. Kobar, 2 proncer . |
the field of Linear B Script. She says an unknown language wrme
i unknown script cannot be deciphered bilingual or no bilingsal |
1s our task to find our what the l:tnglmgu: was or what the phones
value of the signs were and so remove one of the unknowns = A
E. Kobar suggested to remove one of the unknowns eithe
unknown hnsuage by finding the correct words and its meanis®
the unknown script by finding the correct phonetic value -
As far as the Indus Script is concerned the simple '“:d J\H:.:
way for decipherment is the second method suggeseed ! ‘;-Iu.n
Kobar that to find out the correct phonetic value of In..iw:h:
on the context of irs genetic link with a known seript
Brahmi Script. The first method was adopred by m.unlﬂ'“ -
who attempted to find out the language of Indus ?""‘f;[h_
way of preconcieved notion or mere imagination

mf'hl!d of fli; p‘l
Y hnl'llrlgrh, R
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- 1 3
fahadevan, Asko Parpola, Russian and Finaniah scholars decided
A (ol

1t Deavidian * kind of proe
yran
davidan or profo Elamite. The othes group of sebal Ik =
. ; Hara ke S5 R
wo. Dr Natwar Jha and Dr. Raja Ram determine ¢
hat relared to Vedic | Iferature, Thl"if f‘irhnhn have lack | ek
' ' TRFd] the

ywer of intuition and adopred blindly the method of Mickhae!
Ventres and Alice Kobar, The Pro Dravidian S

hat the language of Indue Scripn
" ‘lngu:;p

holars exe epe Fr
ferar ;:tﬂnprfd o mterpret the signs on the context of [Dravidian

INSUISTICS, Fr. Heras tried to dn'iphtr the rext on the basis of
PDravidhan \"ﬂrabulary. Pro Vedic dh’ipl‘ltrrﬂ :dnprfd hath
suggestions of Alice Kobar ~ finding the phonetic value of Tndus
wgns with its relation with Brami scripr of Asokan Edicts and
nding the words in Indus seal Text by adopring the languages
s Kgveda and Sutra literature. These pro-vedic decipherers are
guided by the preconceived notion abour the language and form
of Indus and Brami signs. They did not experience any power
of intuition, the highest form of intellect and the highest science
or epistamology of old Saprarshi kula in Indus Valley. How ever
these Decipherers stood in the path towards the decipherment
of Indus Script. The shortest route to Indus Script is the Bram:
Script of Asokan times. Bur the pro-vedic scholar adopted the
external resemblance of the sign between Indus Scripe and Brami
Scripe of Asokan Edicr. In the words of 1. Mahadevan "linking the
Indus and brami script on the basis of mere external 'm‘u"“_"" -
methodologically unsound™®. The fundamental mustake mﬂw
by Prof. S.R. Rao and Dr. Narwar Jha/Dre. NS Raja Ram is the
blind adoprion of vedic language and the external resemblance of
s i both Indus Scripe and M%F*M“’w
of the Harappan Science and Philosophy behiad the “\::J}-
Scripr and | in Indus Valley (Ancient fheetd

PUand language in onial discourse.
Even though they rejected some aspects d way The
they are the crue child of colonial Indology i 4 (S

W
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tered into the sub continent only in the middie
illenn um B.C after the decline of the Harappag
. This is the positive approach to the colonial discourse
e oo Deavidian scholars are the champions of thy,
., W *. * truce cluld of coloni:l masters.

fahadevan and Asko Parpola believed in the divine mandate
'* n _"-‘Mue e.spcciall}r in the origin of Bram: Scripr
s relation with the Indus script. 1. Mahadevan says” There
p artested intermediate forms to bridge’ the vast gap in time
gween the end of the Indus script before the middle of the second
Henninm BCE and the earliest Brami inscriptions in the 3

TILETT

sentury BCE. There are more weighty reasons for not derving the
brami script from the Indus Script”'?. I. Mahadevan revelaed the
“historical fact thar there is as yet no attested intermediary torms w
," the gap of time in between the Indus scripr and Brami Scnpe. Bas
the did nor ask genuine questions and search for other possibilines
20 link the two without considering the long gap of time. The graw
mistakes on the part of 1. Mahadevan and Asko Parpola are that
Mmm much imporranct: to the wide gap of time and the
separate identity for two scripts on the context that Bram scopé
originated in the 3 century B.C.E, from West Asian semuith
w and Indus script is a variety of proto-Elamite scrigt of W
BCE", They are also the spokesmen of Dravidian supremay “":
the Harappan Civilization. 1. Mahadevan extends his suppe”
saying that Asko Pacpola established the Dravidian 1 0¢ 255
of Indus script by his interpretation of Indus Signs e PT,,#
‘anew vedic language and a new v.rm.li’::.'1.1ll1uwl'-'illi'l""""“''m“hf

RuspAke W

[
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end of Harappan Civilization. These are t}

lndt‘l“ﬁ' - A }_‘,l‘{*,‘ll l'h"ll"l'l[‘l' o l'l'lll" dr"iPllrr
Tl‘u.‘ [.'nlnnml lndnlnmr

1€ Perspectives of ¢
ment
made a lasting
hrn.l“lr.mdLm scholars and Pro-Vedic &,

ulmual

objective that the settlement of colonial discourge i ¢
_ j ; N faviy

. ontext of ethenicity ane
linguistics. The Harappa-Vedic debates or Horse debyas
& L I "

4 .,iq"h“'-"l‘l'-' stage thar the presence of Horse in Hara
is Aryan and the absence of Horse is Dravidian
eo establish either Dravidian Harappan

Dravidian or Aryan in the ¢ ur of cither
I historical
€ reached i

PPan culryse
o They wanted

. or ﬁtf}f;n Hara an. Th
nterprecation of Indus Signs by Asko Parpola or 1 Mzicdcva:

including Russian and other Finnish scholars did not establish
firmly a2 Dravidian Harappan culture. The pro-vedic scholar did
not establish a vedic or Aryan Harappan culture by their own
decipherment of Indus Script. I. Mahadevan and Asko Parpola
rejected the decipherment of Indus Script of Prof. S.R. Rao and Dr.
Narwar [ha and Dr. Raja Ram. The Russian Scholars characterized
the pro-vedic decipherment as ‘the Indian way of Decipherment’
At the same time the pro-vedic scholars did nor accepr the pro-
Dravidian interpretations of Indus Signs.

111

Who is the real Decipherer? Which is the convincing as wc!l as
finest and final decipherment of Indus script? The presence of thf
present author (Prof. K.O. RAGHAVAN) in the field of lnd:lﬂﬂ
Script Research from 1992 to 2005 opened a new AFP"“"‘*' :

ipherment of
new integrated mctl‘lt}dﬂlng’y to the PmHem’ '_Jf th?::;“’ 5,_.] text.
Indus seript and the cnmplttt [jngtﬁsl‘if r't:ldmsa ull'll‘l eclict s a new

The |ri]mgu;l apprn:l.ch towards I"d'u’ ”:l r::wm of the M‘rd'
scriptional approach as a solution to (A€ approach of one 7
h:lmguul inscription in Indus Seript: ThlEser “

Indy; Scnptfl}pnphrrpdor Undﬂ'jpbmi‘f
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WY Llnk:"“,]-h‘_"r"i. Y -‘I"'h.'nl‘r‘ tl"r Rl"ﬂf'l.’l’l' Il“k M
and Bralimi of Asokan times I he hr:m: ﬁ.‘l‘hm A I
myodified form of Indus fvearm allphmmnm [&*

iy the seal rext are the cominnation ‘-‘m 'ﬂlﬁ.h‘,‘

by finding correct phonertic value of Indus bram, alpu,,.
Mgdupmpuw&mhhn,oﬂndm'sdm
Mdn&ﬁﬂubmudphﬁmgdmmhd“

m&mwmxbmhu e
cal philosophy behind the ongn of bogug

' .' : &mmmd its many theories and nor
M terms like ‘Indus Script and s
ed the direct hindrances to the decipherm
A Iﬁdupnnaphofﬁhnif.uhuuﬁ.
alyrical of Michael Ventris® Intuition 1s the voly by
d ” ' llllhllotpqduhmdluwm‘“”“
'u_:' m&wm&wﬂdd.
be old Saprarshikula in the 4* Sapearshi yogs © 7
.luu”
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. i e .“1{] rcvcl.llr:d l-cnnwl f
knowledg e8¢ of sacia)
- L

il AR , Clene -

he phonetic script and languagt of Indus Seal oy d"‘:‘Phtr
le ;r!n'rrd Indus brami SCRIPE and re Thus | have
L L}

nguistic reading of Indus Seal rexe are . € COmplere
’ ‘}}“-,“-J to the lost world of | lara
eal Text. My decipherment inagurat
Lknowledge of Harappan culture and
form 7000 B.C.E to 2000 B.C.E and ¢
from 2000 B.C.E to 1000 B.C.E thar |
My reading of Indus Seal

ed to the rise of yedic culture.
_ + text reveals the secrer of the decline
and disintegration of Harappan culture from 1900 B.C.E to the
1700 B.C.E Indus Seal Text are the documents and covenanes
that closely related to the science and philosophy of Harappean
Saptarshi Kula, the cosmology and Astronomy and Star Calendar
collectively known as Brahman Vidhya — the Knowledge of Braman
(North pole star) and Para Braman (the centre of Cosmos or Milky
Way), The Unicorn is the symbol of North Pole Star called Braman
and the Bull is the symbol of Centre of Cosmos known as Para
Brahman in Indus Seal Text called Burjapatra.

The problems of decipherment as told by previous scholars
and researchers are not at all the problems. The shormess of the
text, absence of bilingualism, variety of signs and letrecs are not thc
problems for me to decipher Indus Script. Indus brami scrip iselfsa
trilingual script — Trilinga or Telugu, the terms later “'d“?'“i b":'::df
the daughters of Indus common language known as Barati - a i
language of Dramila — Prakritam — samskritam in Indut Age. :
most refined spccd‘! out of Bharati mspokﬂlb? Harappan .

“ime to be known as Varayan or Varyan or AR08 M"“‘w
ave adopted a bilingual approa

?:‘khcr. [ proved that Indus Seal Text sad A same
In one SCHP[ [wWo l;mmcs. mﬂ ﬂlphnm _ are

Edice were writte?

but the method
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of Art of writing 1s different in bﬂl‘h texrs with ;
€ il ] h;
years. This gap was filled h} t'hﬂ gcncrariun GFArt' 1 g-‘p of s
...... : : “ri San o, N
preserved the Indus brami script and H'"ippan A nfg-l Clap “':
L 'E'.]]

_I, Iwi}r ! ';_“_:r_nmd :fhcd tllm;j Intitfs br:'lnil scripe for Writiy “’rn',,!
single direction rutn cit o I‘Ighl’ n Aﬁnkan Edic s Fdh't‘ n
The wide gap of time and the absence of an 4 “e“;’d 3
forms are not at all a problem on the conrey, uf:th . Imtrm’dﬁn
Indus brami alphabetic script from Indus Age to M.‘u: ‘-mmng"f
alphabertic charr of Indus brami - Asokan Brahmi S: Ny
myself on the basis of Indus brami root sign, four cardinir Made by
yoga signs, two kala chakra signs and different Drn;;m.:::_ I-’"?m oy
alphabets consists of five Indus brami vowels and 25 . . |
four madhyamas and four ooshmakkal. It s high];:n.h.ﬂr '
phonetic script of Harappan saptharshi Kula ro record [!:: -
secret knowledge in the fields of Astronomy Cosmology m{n;:
Calendar. The discovery of Indus brami alphabets pkr;‘n:'cdl with
concrete evidence in Indus Seal Text that the brami scripe was Fuh
developed as a writren scripr in Indus valley in the 5 millemin
'BC The term Asokan Brahmi' is replaced with ‘Indus brami o
Ibrami’ Script. The alphabetic chart made by Prof. S. R. Rao and
later modified by Dr. Narwar Jha and Dr. N.S. Rajaram on the
basis of mere external resemblance between Indus sign and Asokas
Brahmi sign is invalid except seven correct letters in their chare. My
alphabetic chart is valid and prove that Indus brami and brami sc®
of Asokan times are one and the same. The difference berween
two is only in the method of writing that the edict writers did not o
the Indus brami basic signs and compound signs but used only P&
ll[ﬂld:ets and simple mixed signs. The Harappan Seal makets
profusely the basic signs and compound signs as well as ormamer™
designs of alphabets but rarely recorded che classical Ind :
alphabers. Harappan writers did not repeat the same fetrer ‘::n 7
same word in a text bur the Edict writers repeated the 1™

Jou® A

e |
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vk OF i1hhlh branu ,III"l?-Ihrh, TII.II Oc Casion “
a
' Aost Asokan writings in the d'”"'"nr g y Ppeared in B
el | [
« also 11«;*{11:“-.! n I‘ht" -‘91{‘1{.1]"'“1 ﬂrﬂﬂiti n

cered this atfinity in his sty

SR

l‘ ﬂ-'l lnlill‘l )“rg

"1"| LCASr {‘! tl"r tl-“ﬁ-‘tli‘] Inllllt hrJ"H I
i ]

F'Il-llhlf‘fi 3

« a mihitary discipline

: fh' " hl'u
o Seal writing. A |1|g_|1|}' drurhmpf‘d. dm-ip].nht rr:;:“ 1 of Are
. ’ *Rrs
principie d. plmnrnr SCripe - Indus hr:tmi - had hrrﬁ - ”: : s
o . 1502
e wde m borh Hand writing and seal wrisi sted ade

ng traditions. A ;-
I . - | ‘ . Hnﬂ
wcholar in a highly disciplined school can read and wrire |

According to B.B. Lal ighty nine percent of the Megafihi
«wmbols go back ro the chalcolithic- Harappan times. mr;mu;._,
eighty five percent of Harappan chalcolithic symbols continyed
down to the megalithic times.”

indus Seal Texts. This is one of the reasons for the shsence of
bilingual inscriptions in connection with contemporary writing in
Eurasia. Indus brami is the first and oldest scripe of mankind based
upon a scientific cosmological philosophy known as Brahman Vidhys
The term Ibrami is the oldest Dramila term for scripe and language
of Indus people during the pre-Harappan times ~ Brami s the £
Baran term and Brahmi is the Mature Harappan Mmm#k
susand years of linguistic evolution from 7000 BCE to 2000 BCE

Now the time has come to answer the question whether Indus
nipt is deciphered or undeciphered?

The | Ju‘lphtmlﬂlt of Indus &“l’[ by Fr. Heras .t! *w‘:: ::
ntext thar he failed o idtﬂﬁﬁ' the correct M g m the
de fl}ftng l.mgl.ugt .Il‘h.i the corvect on"f d’ m “ W'::IH
4l lext. However hlmywd‘m.' m Vallex
ext that the Astronomy and Calendar JWF‘:.I Text by Prol

- i Indus 3 of
[ he dn‘lphrrnwnt and Reading of quuﬂ"
. Rag is wrong on the context of the

i Serip Diccipheredor U'"‘“'M
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Indus and brahmi signs and the adopr;
on

| He is the s
- Asokan Brahmi relationship and his a

as a plmncuc scrpt 15 correct. | lis < o I‘n!-]l .
Script though three stages that r.::;:?::::;h’ evalyy, ’; n
Brahmi Script is baseless and ahistorical. i fm"i::&
The decipherment and Reading of Indys ¢ I v
scholars Dr. Natwar ]l‘li‘l/Dl‘ N.S. Rajar.'lm ‘i:il teq % '!‘r\
context that thq ado[m:d the alphabetic chare I‘n:f' iy
Rao withour any klmwlcdge of the Science and Phl:"‘ ;Tﬁ‘ 3
script and language of Indus people. The selecrion, -::t'f:’.u{:-‘-w:W -
Il#hlmcal.hnguutm and semantic contex: for I;-.d,:, .
g,m They presented a non-historical cop g

of Rﬁ”ni

PI;'"H;, of 1. . "%

PProg R T

well as the wrong directions,

text for
- and the late Harappan post Harappan Vedic culrure. They od
‘un ‘:.i.-.::r_:- as Eka Sringa is a childlike picture reading. |
~ The interpretations of [.Mahadevan and Asko Parpob swd
s Russian and other Finnish scholars are totally invalid The b
failed to find the phonetic value of the single sign in Indus S
dhel dentification of the logo sign as Jar sign, Muruku sagn. S o
on the basis of pictorial shapes of sign is baseless. The inperpress
of some signs and ext are totally invalid like the b 7 S 2
- - ?: w” ﬂﬂ&d]” ﬂgﬂ s not at all a hfguq',:%nml
s npierl s ﬁﬂ]ﬂﬂﬁiﬂ li.gl'l with value of ™Na or N

- .l'-_:'l
o o the

_- .. dcciphﬁrmtm. according to 1 "
1.Mal devan, depends upon the ldcntiﬁu.uvl; d;
ol e e
language behing mc'lﬂdﬂlsﬁﬁi"ﬂnu I8 . m#:‘
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aipported by the texe of Indug g

Als and p

seript and language of old Saptargh; kula, ':g'rnhc Reference of

omplete linguistic :-c.tdmg of Indus Seal ‘I}:x: dmphcrm,m anid
of the lost world of l"l'""'l‘i"'-'m Saptarshi kula “0 the di"‘““f?
knowledge in the feld of r\strmm,“y ‘:ﬂﬁnml:nd their MOR secrer
he Indus Bram scrpt or the Braman sign -gy And star Calendy,

IS Use
Cosmic Law or Dhamma of Saptarshi kyla and §
L

he Dhamma or Dharma Lipi of Harappan civil:

d to record the
P12 Jana; so je
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[INAS Subaltern Perspectiyes in Keral,
with Reference to Malabgr

Kishanjith E]
76 Depe of History, The Zamarinis Guruvayurappin Collgs, Kazhikode- 14

ABSTRACT

The Indian National Army (INA) which left 2 legendry mark in the
history of India’s freedom struggle through its organizational skill, unity,
faith and sacrifices. INA put up a revolutionary movement abroad
for achieving India’s freedom. INA was a popular movement than the
exclusive contribution of its leaders. Providing over emphasis to the
leaders the micro level study of such movements was largely ignored.
The present paper tries to explore a general description of 'h‘
social participation of Keralites in INA. Kerala was second to Tzn‘nl
Nadu in the number of INA work force mustered from 5‘:“‘}‘ l“"'{'"
Several causarive factors in and abroad made the influx of Keralites
this organisation. - s
Asg: paradox the heroic and adventurous role of the INA actvities

from Kerala in general Malabar in P‘rﬁm’h’h s y ed. INA
IS OWn MASS SUPY ohe
in h‘lw w©

ave beent

by the historians. Every movement has i
Was not urmPtcd from the same. Duf wﬂl;l“sa:m to b
Actual masses behind INA activities in Kerald

Neglected by scholars on INA.
57
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tor nu'rpfndrm't 15 the meintm cha
“Prer |

he Strugglhe
e of sModern India. The saga of the freedon
' 1 "h

st
1 with conntless cacrifices, individual and colle.,,, .

wele l‘l‘!"'l‘lﬂ‘ﬂﬁ" ro resist the m“ﬂht of the most powerfyl ,
the world Srarted as A mild artempt, the movement 4m;:
Adrmensons and finally became a very potent revolution L
The history of India’s freedom struggle was unique i 4,
dhar it was conducted dmultancously on two front, one 4, rh:"
country which simed at achieving liberty largely by non-viler 9
Iﬂﬂl!dulhll took up the cause though on a limized wﬂt:':
srmed revolution with the help of many foreign powers. The I
la Amy (lNA) Wwas one among in the second frone,
The INA which played a very prominent role in Indias freedon
Ve was a body of selfless crusaders determined to bresk de
&‘m of mother India. The INA soldiers offered dus

W‘I the noble purpose of ending the alien rule i Inda

w_pﬂ:ﬁﬂﬂ paper would test that INA was more 3 popuis
mo - than the exclusive contribution of its leaders. By gwng

mphasis to the leaders of the movement, social parmpanes
e w- This paper tries to look at the influence of INA
‘on the common people generally in Kerala particularly Masta

 ltis tried to establish that withour the selfless and dedicans
contribution made by this adventurous patriots, prog’ Amoe
If‘h’fi E-L\[ e

im would not have reached at the grass root
| |

ﬂ“‘l the prereat paper 15 largely indebr w the Subait
us suppor &

of enguiry that tries to consider the spontaned
masses in the making of great movements.

Ir is estimated that about thirty lakhs In -

- h East and South Fast Asian countries on the eve o W ‘hh :

Waorld War, Majority of them had reached there ™ .:;m

W" Ninety percentage of them sincerely wipf™
and joined the INA activities.

 { T}'I
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T |
e oy |
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People from different Pares of India g Jotned the |
“ ity of them were the Sikhg from l'“".l'.ah‘ I-f'llr :1 '*\:ﬂ still
gvilians recruits to the INA umbering aboye thirty five :h‘-‘uik of
from South India. Que of them aboe hiteen thmna::ufnd

Malayalees. According ro one official s 2,174 IP\;A :_:"*f'ff
were Keralites. Bur unofficial sources indicage higher numbc: -

Maximum number of the INA activi |
from the Thiruvananrh&puram, Kollam and Malabae region
Officially, one thousand one hundrec '
Thiruvanathapuram. [n Thiruvanathapumm they hailed from
mainly from region like Chirayinkeezh, Varkala, Kadakkavy,
fakkom, Mayyanad etc. Nine hundred out of them belonged ¢
Lhirayinkeezh raluk only. With the result Chirayinkeezh is even
oday characterised as an’ [NA Colony in India’

A large number of the INA activises hailed from Paravur,
Anchalanmood, Perinad, Kundara etc. of Kollam district, Kollam

od in the second place after Thiruvanathapuram in the maximum
Bumber of INA freedom fighters of K

erala, Malabar stood in the
ird place. The main centres of the INA activists from Malabar

¥ere Kannur, Kozhikode, Wayanad, Malappuram, and Palakkad.
mong Kannur was the main centre. A few had joined from Thrisur,
« Pathanamhirta, Kottayam and Alappuzha also.
Some causative factors could be pointed out for the influx
Keralites in large numbers to the East and South East Asian
ntries. They are:

* Settlement of the British at Anjengo

* Establishment of a British Naval Base in Singapore that
needed unskilled manpower. | eala
The prevailing social and economic utmt?ﬁPl?‘” '"d ‘:uurl;
Existence of various Indian organizations in I:.uft ell:g m ey
East Asia and involvement of many m‘[’::f“i:: itn Kerala.
Problems of unemployment, poverty and fam

59
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‘When Japan conquered Singapore Naval Bage o
during the Second World War, a large number of py: the _
(Pow's) were Keralites. Out of these Pow's Moh::;?m
the first INA. It was in the same time the Indian 5“.1:?’ oy
was formed by a Keralite, N.Raghavan as a secret of ]LF"I_- '
of INA. Majority members of this organization wﬂf"‘;:a_i.
When Netaji formed in Indian Legion as a western -.-;mg;!?
INA at Berlin in Germany several Keralites had joined : 'ﬂ:

major section of these Keralites were the Indian Pow’s capryregy,
-Gcrm:ln}r From Its Nurth African campaign. '
The freedom movement in Malabar in fact had 2 hunfs
beginning though it had some adherence to the Indian Nationg
Congress (INC) when it was formed in 1885. Individud
pmicipation was the rank of the freedom movement in Maldhe
during the early days of the National movement. INC itselfhs
become a popular movement encompassing the whole of India
the different section of the society only after during the bmdnwl:
Era of the Indian National movement. The book and monogr#*
written on the history of the freedom movement in Mal.lb::r u -IE
s on Kerala have not given prosy reference to the rt‘lft;:rr’; e
cpre 2THLSBIEEE
che individual freedom fighters of Malabar who Tn .11 1:ﬂ#
=k . it the progt®
the INA. However 1t is not Pﬂs.ﬂ.blt to }-.rortralﬂ"ﬂﬁmph s
of all these freedom fighters individually inam o
Soa gtncral description about the common charac
=N e d. -
participation 1s attempre _ ere 100
Many of the INA freedom fighters at. Malabar st Eﬁl
in any type of anti-colonial struggle durng s
The most important reason , b ar durint s
was centered around towns and cities of Mala anize sl w.'.. 3
1930-5 [t was not Pogmblc FOT the INC o :I‘g 1Nl' lc_;.icl!r |
; o e JNC I
renants and workers of the 4
ware of the unemployment and social 10 o o




the programme of cmanapation of slaves

: . ' ‘W,ulr‘ln 2
n“w,-"wm.\. [ he o ny ol |l". F""”Iﬂr nd

UL [P
w
n M labyyr We |

1w Way.
ze th h !

€ ACtIvitiey of the Majors
llih‘irT\I‘.llhi that thf}l were c oo

poverty and they were hmgmg hind oy at
But when we .ln.ﬂy

of the job secking process in South Fag A

cedom strugple of their
they joined the INA and irs associated

512 they were Atracted
mnrht’fhmi. Bure ONce

Organizations they became

ro the course of fr

fully commurred vnluntrrrs of the organization and were ready ¢
- i ! 0

sacrifice their life for the emancipation of their mothes country

When the fear of the Second Wor
fe in Malabar also had been diff;
ost of them berween

Id War was spreading, the

cult especially for the young men.

the age of eighteen to thirty. They were
repared to do any menial jobs as their only aim was to get our their

verty, which itself was a creation of the foreign rule.

Once they reached South East Asia they all got different rypes
employment in shops, plantations, transportations, mines etc.,
d some others started small shops and other establishments. In
w1 all of them found their livelihood by migrating to South East
tan countries.

Most of the Malabar natives of INA activises stmed‘:hnr I?’:IA
eer as sepoys in the various Guerilla R'{ﬂ‘m""" of the lI:A.
the course of their active work many of Ihtnjl were raise l:
er posts like Havildar, Naik, Lance Naik, I.tru'rl;; l:; " he

. . re enrolled in t
£¢ number of the natives from Mﬂtib“rl“& o which
| Hind Dal. Azad Hind Dal was INAs civil dapartme

. l ron !}]\\‘flnw
envisaged by Neraji as the post war rehabilica

: ' number '-*"IP"‘"‘_I'
the ruuncipatr.d territories of India. A mﬁ':; Base Huospt: al m

't Malabar had worked as male nurse “}:: Y b comnrb d
pore. Several pruplc from Malabar B

i
¢ financial fund of INA andb t:;:;' :::r l{“q‘_
a women has juincd the Rani J

| 1o Makabir
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¢ 1 akshmi Sw yminathan, a native of Mi]ab
cadersi “sl . Nalabal INA ACtIvISES had b“-ﬁm: =1
dren of 1 la Sena a special *SE"CNHNA h‘*‘
1 *.1‘ ¢

Ceaya Wi LALRLAL '-I td :"“'l - H"I g ct"lngr“rthl B*

s vears.

- che b uu.mﬂz- pages an attempt is made a genera)
" he INA freedom fighters. Kerala has a unigy, , i
chtul life of many of her children fm. e "
ly second to Thamilnadu in the n:::
of INA workers mustered from South India. Only a few of then
curvive today. In the context of their rehabilitation after retirey,.,
Jlso Keralite INA workers are the largest in the list of recipies,

of penstonery benefits, both from Central and State Governge,

It is quite natural that one would wonder why there

considerable representation of Keralites in the INA when compared
w0 other states of India especially when Kerala's total representares
_:n hmﬂ movement was comparatively less. The rigid case

salc uncmployment, poverty and disintegrazion o

Wumlﬁgﬁmﬂlﬁ nancra]awurkl‘ﬁrccmm
| industrial centers in East and South East Asia. Narurall

hhmﬁl opportumty to get associated with the Indiss

, movements abroad. It is a fact that most of them were

s in the national movement prior to their deparrus

m transformed as freedom fighters under the pnh-’
3 mstance desreluped by various mterna:mm! and Induss
_ . iﬂnropean colonialism

_'-'“ 'J'-':‘ unately, the heroic and adventurer role of the 1N

m Kerala f.n general Malabar in parl'luuhl' is Nt pﬂ‘i
"‘Y the historians, No movement can flourish and 585
t base, This was the case with the INA

ol ¢ix

a0t

cacrihicing the you
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Wdy of Fractal Dimension of
Certain Leaf Shapcs

W e R — i el el B e

Rubeena K', R:Ij-‘m Nambiar A*

Rubeena K completed her M S (Physcs)
Ml*l‘wumhmm?m&“m Depe. of Phiymics
Gove. Arzs & Science College. Kozhikode. 673 018, Kerala. Inds

! rubeenakotta@gmail com « * rapnnambiarat L @gmaid com

Yractal dimension is a dynamically developing powerful el
dous fields. In this paper, an analysis of fractal dimenss
X " locally found leaf shapes is presented. Awempe %
e to characterize the irregular shapes of leaves wsog ™
Mmy with MATLAB as a placform. [he %
_ of klilt‘l. one of the lmporun: p,grmu:tﬁl-‘
. h bmhmdmuungmuhbpmgrmﬂw“““
i -d Perimeter method are the two different medh™!
’_ oped the fraceal dimension of leaves. S “%
riors 'h*mwmncmm&w"t
et L composed of many
| dimension close o Z(uutl'mprmm"\‘"*'l"”ﬂ"i
). For each leaf thus ractal dimension ““:,.
1 and 2 according o how much

¥ - "' . - il r




ractal dimension as a measure of Jeaf
'Pclngr.lpl‘ly, morphomerric studies
ification], even though it cannor be
"artiu.ll;-ir species The paper also re

p].lllt
.ldcquatel}- applied to
Views the idea
Bicial fractals on computer using Barnsley’

o _f)rch‘m. [ES. (:ﬂl!ljhlr'ﬁl’ to ﬂ!"!’fﬁfhlf fn
ot truly fracrals or are fracrals w
y hicrarchical structure and have

ﬂfgrm-r.trnm

formalisp o iterative

ictals, natural fractals
ithin limire since they lack
a limited numbe

. e r of stages
f-similarity, another characteristic of 4 f

actal nhjccr.
duction

ALUIe We COMe across objects which does no

t have integer
nsions. Such objects havin

g fractional dimensions are called
[1-4]. They show a lot of Interesting properties including

wmilarity. There are fractals constructed mathemarically
as Cantor set, Koch curve, Sierpinkigasket etc. While these
iemarical objects show self-similarity up to infinite step, the
objects like snow flake, cauli flower,coastline. galaxies,
ds, certain leaves(fern etc.), feathers, sponge, human lungs,
ies etc., show self-similarity only to finire step.

this work we determine the fractal dimension of different
s of leaves.The fractal dimension is a measure of leaf
plexity. This may be useful inampelography, morphometric
s and auromated plant identification, even though it cannot be
tely applied to some particular species(5].Fractal dirfu‘:nsinn
urned our ro be a powerful tool. The calculation _n!? fraceal
sion is an important way to classify objects that cxhnblr: frac;al

teristics, There are several possible ways of Ime:surnﬁlg tm :
4l dimension of the given partern, no method being RpIeTi

s -tals all chese dimensions

Hrposes. Although for some classical fracta

oincide, in general they are not equivalent.

65
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Fractal dimesions

Mathematically,

., ) } _ Points

ﬂ.::frds.lﬂ tﬁpdoglcal dimension, Topologi :ho ey 4
tc_. the ft-@dard INtuitive n:lnr:ﬁnitiq;mc.g;'f .dlmcn%:
dimension is also referred to as Hauﬁd(:-&'d: oy Th,
M andclbmt.'s definition 4 y. Slcovieg o

. . (6] is thar the H
dimension should exceed the geomerric di:::: - b
. -fll'f'.'n_ 'J.rh;d]

implies a fraction, there is how
the first numerical estimates of

the box-cnunting method. One reason for the populasire
Cuundng algurithm is thar it is easy to impleme:}ua j m' |
frame work of*box-counting dimension can be expir:u;—.t;ifm
Let (X, d) denotes a complete metric space, and A=y f:
empty compact subset of X. Let €0, B(x.€) denote the closed bl g

radius € and centre ar ye X . N (A, e ) be the least number o Al

a fractal s a ger of

Meng

ball of radius € needed to cover the ser A.
The set A has fractal dimension D if
N(A.E] =Ce” for some positive constant C.

!uN'(A,E) =fnC~-Dine

. fmq(‘q‘g)- nC
=
£

‘nC

as £ 0,773 approaches 0.
fn( — )
£
_ !'n(N[-‘f‘_:f)_)__
If {D=hm-—" [ I]
fn -
| dimenston of A o

exists, then D 15 che fracta
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o0 different methods we

Fe Hse
o nn.i|nll|.ll'r the tra |

" '
ms* N

1*.'”.(-1--!
1) The box ¢ ounting

Mng

I‘Itl"[]"l:hl
:] Pertmeter l!h‘lhthl.

IMATING FRACTAL DIMENSII)N OF THE LEAF SH A
-LEAF SHApgs

BOX COUNTING MET} 10D

box counting method, actual leaves were phor,
age were resized into square 'mages with lengths b
ngng from 256 ro 1024 pixe

Is. This allows for th
be equally divided into four quadrants and 4
adrant can be div

ided into four quadrants and s
€ was converted to grey scale which was thres}
ry image, where leaves were represented by b
reyness for each pixel was determin
0 2 specified threshold, creating the binary black and whire
ge. The image was divided into a grid of square sub images
s of fixed length d’ and the number of boxes containing image
B counted. This was repeated for a range of values of d, then 3
5 was plotted as natural log of (number of boxes) versus narural
C [f-‘flt‘l size of lmx)- The Fractal dimension was determined by
g the slope of the best fit line for the plotted poines.

'graphed 3nd
INg a Power of
€ SqQuare ‘.1'1'1.1!,'1'
ch :;L:bw.;ur_rr.
an. -I.h:‘ ;DEHU:’
1oldedeo crease
ack pixels, The

nsity of g ed to be grearer

M

phics and Result

' | ¢
' ¢ Ferns, The colow
ounting mechod was used on leaves like

. ; [l:d W ﬂff‘

v 160 the }‘“‘1
l;u.n‘l b"‘ AW

ha
.18 converted ro llll'l;lf}' Image wit

hat
g that if the pixel had a grey value grr-f:::l: -
black or assigned the value of 0, other

I
0f Fractal Dimen stom of Certain Leaf Shapes
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12, original box ]""?:'h)' After th
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.1|'r1|'ng black pixe

umn of 'k
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he first column of "boxes 15 the reg;
| he

! represents a box of
h» e m‘hi CNLry £ re J
i
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)k
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]'. Wr
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.ii:.'uhrr'd Fracey

r hr.w. ”“h' .'\rh.rfgh
ﬁ)r twWo more IL'-Ur'Ef"- Afe i}‘.li}"ul,-'n.

m was determined as slope of the best fi
Qimension wai

{1 ]"-It‘l.{ in .lpp{ ﬂd];x A !{Eﬁuhﬁ
-fﬂ-!( by -
| \: ]].::'Li! IlT‘tlgE ( If;l}'ﬁt-ilf l;r” i:-f

B&W image with pixel dara

Pixel info: (X, Y) BW

oY

\ - s ; SJ"FJ
Y% Fractal Dismension of Certain Leaf




N

} v In ,Fnu:l ll:uglh;l

1 [ OXES

P

Fractal dimension 18 1.8784

Original Image Grayscale Image
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B&W image with pixel data

Pixel into: (X, Y) BW
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In (boxes) vs In

\= \pixel Itngﬂv,‘)

% 0% ; 15 ‘ 3 - |

Fractal dimension is 1.7430

PERIMETER METHOD

Here the size of image was not changed to any specific
easurement. The images were converted into binary outline
ages, where the outline of the leaf was a white pixel and all other
xels were black. An edge detecror and boundary maker were used
create an image thar is completely black with white outline. With
noted pixel location outlining the leaf, rulers of standard measure
. ' : cen

ere created by locating pixels %’ apart and the distance betw

- e th imeter. The last
ese pixels was accumulated to determine the per PP
: : : as a
stance thar closed the outline was either calculate

a line given in the Equ-'lﬁ““‘lﬁl

INA)=(1-D)Log A + A .

2% Fracial Dinsension # Certain M Shei
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¢ seyment o rulers -"'I.li N

’\."n!'h': '.-L‘.!‘J'~'-'1'~ | :'.j_ll_'l
| s e C1H L | I ,|' H s iht' !'ill'l'l"l-[' l.'Ii' 'h'. l"‘lt‘,-llhrr i e
p | | | |3 Lifa |

<O 18 !',,~.1|1u1 Dy il rad II'I'IF{ 'IIIL' .‘illli‘lf_ ol lil“h" irl l h
| : M

crming the brag tal -.l1rnrn5iun “[' II‘..lf th.-

| f ' Nt
ey | VEUSUS the n.ltur.ll lﬂg(s[cp EIZC} were le“ :

che Dest I line was tu'.lﬁd .I'II'I.I ﬁllhﬂ'.\frﬂd Ff“t'n 1

Graphics and Result

Perimerer method was used on simple leaves found on play,
plotting the outline of the leaf, locate a pixel on the outline by
the oudine figure and pixel information obtained by placing cyry

on the outline. A pixel which was found ro have a value of |, wii,

pixel was on the outline. The point selected is noted in blue and &,
outline is traced in green westward from the initial point, mdicamg
continuous pixels identified as part of outline

Oﬂglnal Image Grayscale Image
\ \
‘ ‘

[ "_‘\ ¥

Tl'lt nudmc PIIE15 aremap x 2 array, where p s the N |
i . - . : ;:'\1. T e
points, pixels used ro make the outline of the leaf. The 00y
' A " Fiy |||| i.' o
points are the same, to enclose the leaf. The ruler is set 10771

i LA
i - ' II.L
such that distance from the first point to the Slst polnt == i
& . a . Il." -
The 515t point becomes the ininal point and the distalies = g
1 R
he ongt™

initial point to the 51st point (i.¢., 1015t point int i che
ﬂl{‘ulamd and so on. All these distances are a ..'uuml.m‘*

p bt

?2 li'ln'n ]
' . = sEARS "
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point is not the last point on the i« the

dist ANce hrrm'rn the

i“.” [u'ﬂﬂl IS fl.'l“l]-.! .Hhi .hltil‘li [ llh' WCCUm I l I
' uiited hise.

| 'HJTIIH sl |i al

Pixel info (X, Y) BW

In (distance) vs In (lambda)

T il =
] —
e
' B "
"\.‘_"_‘
b -} N, 1
rIr-" .‘N "
e 1 2 |
._'..
e 1
Tk
51 ~
7 1] — & B TR - s i F F—
%2 24 26 28 3 312 34 35 2B '

dimension is 1.0465

X . : ! " sizes olumn
umn one of dara’ contains the ruler sizes, whtlr_: . :
such rulers. The In o

he slope of the best

cral dimension. .

tains the perimeter of the leaf using
er versus the In of ruler size is plmtrd. 1.
5 subtracred from 1 ro determine che fra
obtained for two more leaves are shown

of Fractal Dimension of Certan Leaf Shupes



CGirayscale Iﬂug.-

Outline of leaf

Pixel info: (X, Y) BW

In (distance) vs In (lambda)

——

Fractal dimension is 1.0467
iH |t"~.'*~".'ll
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.{)ngl nal Image

( ITayscal,. ltni3 'e

Outline of leaf

Pixel info: (X, Y) BW

In (distance) vs In {I;lnjhd:l}
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FRACTAL GENERATION

Using the nn‘lllt"-l of Irerated Function SMQITI (IFS.”
eometry can be gt‘.l‘i{‘t-.ltt‘d b? numerical :mpllt hq‘

8 €1y,

aenerated shapes which resembles some natura] ob; b’
* U

without any mathematical details.[7]

#

4

ATION OF RESULT

A simple leaf has a fractal dimension close to the 1-dimension
while a fern composed of many leaf lets would be close
2-dimension. A fractal curve will have a dimension berween o
an mdtptﬂdlng on how much space it takes up as it twisl
and curves, The more the flat fractal fills a plane, the closer®
approaches two dimensions. The choice of the threshold is ¥
rucial; setting a large threshold (~200) will result in an ansver®
exac 1y ?n'Ihcrongh shape revealed ar one length scale beas *""‘h
o approximate resemblance ro that at another, bu the lengeh %
be: m is not apparent just by looking at the sltﬂ}*t-ﬁl*"‘t"t;
e mm upper and lower limits to the size range 0¥¢* %"
fractals in nature are indeed fractal. Above and below th¢ A
- m;'“‘?'ﬂithtr rough (but not self-similar) o smoo
*mmmnmaﬂy Euclidean. _ M
) The approximations employed will suffer the effects '.JT
wise’ and limited fﬁﬂlﬂt}' of most natural objects like lex-

wen | o
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Swami Nirmalananda: Initiator
Ramakrishna Movement in Keral,

_',_._,,......_u-.-uul (L

K Sreelatha

Dept. of History, The 7 amorins Guruvayurappan College, Kozhikode-14

ABSTRACT

Swami Nirmalananda was a pioneer in popularising Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa’s teachings in Kerala. The first Ashrama of Sri
Ramakrishna was set up by him in Kerala. He carried Sni
Ramakrishna’s message to the masses. He proved the truth of the
dictum “practice is more effective than mere teaching. It was Swami
Nirmalananda who spiritually awakened South India, Keralan
particular, with the life-giving message of Neo-Vedanta. His sty
in Kerala was brief; he acrained Samadhi at Niranjan Ashram?
Orrapalam in 1938, But he could accomplish much more than what
fiery oratory or uprising could achieve.

Towards the last quarter of the Nineteenth Century Kerala witmes!
a p:r?fnund awakening which expressed itself in a number of 5e¢ h;'ul
religious reform movements, militant inspirit but on che whole 2 pe* :
and non - violent in action. The all India Hindu reform ﬂ““"'mm”_lﬁ
o H.ld'l organisations as the Ramakrishna mission, The 'nm“““hli‘m
mmi:h‘ Arya Samaj helped to create in the minds of [IT e

a keen awareness of the evils of the caste syst€™

|
rﬂﬁj
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ad parei ularly caught up with the Spiric of h
- . : ¢
h . .‘!L‘H Bl |‘-r'!]‘“"l' “'IHH'I. I‘ II-"‘-’ !‘r"llllﬂfl! = | 1{(_‘{“'.

, : impace
qons ol 118 socety Ihl"‘ mMission Wlfll Its prﬂp 4

agand,

vrANNY _””{ iIs prngr.umuf of {rr;“ng So¢ I

e the masses went a Iung WaY towar

' is Pfﬁmntmg
;nonalism in Kerala in a silent way, Ir was the visit of

eoekan nda to Krt,ll.l m 1892 ."Intl hl! cOmment On caste

Cerala a8 a Junatic asylum’ which roused widespread interese
¢ state in the activities of the Ramakrishna mission, !
carch for the discovery of the roots of the Ramakrishng
v Kerala will take us to the majestic presence and the
¢ personaiity of Tulasi Maharaj, Swami Nirmalananda
w dedicared missionary work for the spiritual awakening of
eeala, for over a quarter of a century has taken us to this rank of
cellence second only to that of Bengal.*Swami Nirmalananda
bas the poneer of Ramakrishna movement in Kerala, and he wheo
% us 1o Guru Maharaj and made us members of the grea and
g famuly of Sri Ramakrishna.*
Swami Nirmalananda was born in Calcutta on the 23™ of
cember 1863 in the' Dutt’ family of the kayastha communiey
parents were Debnath Durta and Takamani.” He was given
name Tulasicharan’ as it was believed that he was bom as the
of hus mother’s wurship of the sacred Tulast. Even as a young

I showed signs Uf 4 gﬂ'ﬂd nat“red' yet it fﬁ“-l l ster ”“
Spiritual hero that he was dcﬂllll'd o bec o -‘ '

luh.u:-..u lor the first nnme. | F”J.ﬂ-'h
h"“]'y' alterwards Sri R‘m‘krilh'u “‘:wﬂh

L Alter the .‘imudhlul'&iw : &'M
4“ iy . dhm'
ver India, spending most

i Keoshd

£

N""mi-mumh Initsator W
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for 12 years: Coming '

jained:he-mnnﬂlﬁ‘-

Vivekananda and in 1901 Nirmalananda was unanimously
Secretary of Belur Math. From 1903 to 1906 rhe
ofhismiuionityworkwﬂcwyorkin Amesica and e wis i
back to India“for the regeneration of the Motherland”’ '
I 1909 Swami Nirmalananda took the charge of Bangsle
Ashram. He cucceeded in establishing eighteen Ashramasindy |
South, of these sixteen were in Kerala. They were founded as parof
the project organised under the name of “ The Ramakrishna Kerdy
Mission Bang:lnre". The first Ramakrishna Ashrama was founded
in Haripad in 1913 % Most of the Ashramas were in remote arexs
He was unfamiliar with the language and customs of the people and
often he had to travel by carts and country boats and make it eves
on foot inorder to reach out to the people in remote villages.
Kerala was steeped in Superstition, Orthodoxy and Castes®
when he started his missionary activities here. For ex ample, in 191
when the first Ramakrishna Ashram was opened at Haripad.*
was celebrared with due religious ceremony and solemnity ‘Al
devotees irrespective of caste were allowed to worship 3 the "'“"
remple of Ramakrishna. The equal trearment which the ¢ “““_
lower caste people provoked the "Qavarnas” of the place For tredt®
the Harijans as couchables, some of the inmates of th¢ -"‘-“'h”ri
were stoned and manhandled by them. On another m"'”“;
large gathering, without any distinction of caste met '_”‘5“ | .
participated in the ‘misrabhojana’ or interdining:
under the leadership of Swami Nirmalananda that et ‘f:usnu
a public occasion took place in Kerala for the st time in ﬂ*hr st

In the words of Swami Siddhinarhaumdﬂ “afeer !
bt

batch had finished the leaves were to be rcmﬂ“‘-d

BO #“: i
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. '“:‘.J tor it l:‘hi'\l'ti o u.nﬂ.; I-,“ Allse

, there. There was a sense of Sispense. T} e People
- Nirmalananda g 5 h; "h‘""?int ey
he e
ed fiy)
R
of ﬂhagﬂjn. i am ‘_h'"
tl J” Mmamean Yours |

t-.]tl‘i
Su J111
‘ oy 1 Fe said '] Iu“l" Are .l“ l’.lf\l"tﬂl‘r;

ey ant | have no caste, l‘llf you ih“lll

asped the SiItuation 4n
1)

I =

ing b st n-“-.i remaoving the [._-Jvt‘_ Na so0nes h.{} »n
. N [ il e

gf or two then there was a rash by one and all ¢ » do thy =,
i O the

h .'['.- « (Ne st l‘ﬂkl‘.‘!. l'l{‘ l‘fﬂkt [hl" ba(kbﬂnr nf II-“. ﬂt nhid:rﬂ

mon

wste. | hat was the first mortal blow on the citadel of caste.
The first blow was struck by Swami Nirmalanands, 5 child of
Ramakrishna and co - disciple of Swami Vivekanands. . —
g 2 true disciple of Sri Ramakrishna believed in the Godliness
yan. He saw God in every humanbeing whether high boen oe
castes. Such a belief was alien to Kerala in the 19" cenrury
Prabudha Keralam the monthly organ of the mission in Malayalam
(founded by Swami Nirmalananda on the Vijayadasham
1915.'* It contributed to a new thinking in Kerala. Swam
malananda brought his followers from the various pares
terala rogether. Devotees from Ottapalam were invited
mmmmﬁpxt'mmmmw;wwﬂ
3 long before the polirical leaders began Wdﬂ*’f‘k:‘::::z
his silent crusade with which he broke the b""td" =N
ge in Kerala not only invited warmfull chroat L d‘i?;‘:‘ i
jmen like Sree Narayana Guru :‘“d A?‘?f:;n.llmw[h
the way for the historic Temple hnffY Prex e cxper
g2 of Travancore in 1936.'* Swamy! wfl fum” of Kok
. | - he " lunans Ay

dan sent by Guru Maharaj (0 8 eaden. He W
wami Nirmalananda was l"i““nh ;:“ e sk the hl':
i Spiricualism and Vedanta- 815 7 sive MM

na
4l change which came about :mc
iwhich he created spread and
sOCLey.
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Study of A Biologically Active
Pyrazolin-5-One

O e 8 s P P —

S Jayasree
mocute Professor, Depe. of Chemistry, Gove Arrs & Science College. Kozhikode

ABSTRACT

mew substituted pyrazolin-5-one has synthesized with a view o

 its antibacteria hndtnufungal:cﬁﬂttﬂ'l:htmtm of the
o was desermined by chemical analysis, and infrared specr
bes, ks antibacrenia activity was compared with Ampicillin usng
dise diffusion method and antifungal acavity was compared with
atin using well-cut method.




N T

Merhyl-5-chlore 2o u-rbcn!onu(‘mmlhf o
Iopdrazine hydratel ol mole, 0.32m1.) were mised it P
s dry ethanal and reflused in a waterbath for abost &
filtesed off and dried. It is then recrystallized trom ¢8R
] Wdﬁm*ﬁﬂlw
Hydrazone (0.01mole) is dissolved in Siml. glasial wWEEE
mmgnwum-lk
was thiew soflased for Shes. and keps overnighu. Solk! #685
Ghered and washed with citier and dited.

o
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‘J ﬁ‘"”rh'r#“ of "‘l & t'l“ll“:l" '?.“Trrhﬂl?iwﬂ'l"'l‘ b\ nl,-f’“‘!"ﬁ*-,- t
¢ome (CMBMDP)

lm‘* of ethylaceroacerate derivative was reflused wirky 20w [
| for Shrs. The contents kefi evernight. The rexsbring
“M and rl'n'}m‘alllm‘| from ethand | yield 607%,

-

2. Antimicrobial Scudies

| Famgal and bacterial strains used:

| Mﬁnpl strains namely, Aspergillus Niger, Asperpilis

wrasiticus, Rizopus Oryzae and Candida Albwans and theee bfferen:

' _' al straing namely, Staphylococous awrews, Fscheriheg Coly and
mionds gerugimosa were used in the present invesnganon.

Study:

ut method® was used for the antifungal studies The
hM‘lﬁﬁWhﬂlﬂttWﬁh
-‘H-”[-pumomm:mmllpmn;,u
: mmmmm:u wias taken to whah
dism was aucoclaved for 15 min and when the
M‘lh‘mm:ﬂﬂ

ﬂww‘
midd 'Il.h‘lllL g

T -
I -tm-)mmh“!"“::’:::

ulnuh"""'”"

: 4 *n» ""‘“'"
uly::n-l"l' dpp——"

w-llmirl-‘

B &



cleri n"‘”‘h
I

!'b-..\ a'l.p'f.lp‘:.lu'.'nu.ll! i Wl 'll'\t'd tl}f t‘m 1! .,'I ‘ L !I.-F_
\,*in'x J1scs ACTC L wt Hhi wiere llﬂP " ﬁ_’ .._!- : | _
i 1‘:.1 ¥ S dution .Lll}l'iﬂpl.‘lln) ll'l. D A __ _. and t ¢:-;|-:,,__ - ,I
| '!.:i'.._“

was autoclaved, cooled S0 AUOUK
I“hcprubpt "’1_.‘?' eril

mto Pt"'{ﬂ l.i“l'll.\ | A
s se microbial :’__'_| g

out and streaked over the enurl'-' 1
impregnated with CMBMP were pl ': '
Lsbeled. One disc in every plate was use |
for the standard Ampicillin. The plam were in

hmmld:edumm&theinhﬁiﬁmmtm

8. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
mmmmun of N -(5-chloro-2- methe
wn-5-om (CMBMP) was made with the
N,(5-chloro-2-mecho i

- xybc-nzoyl)é-mctl'bylpynzolin- "
w is 2 pale-yellow solid with a melting p 0
purity of the compound was established by TLC and cles
analysis. The percentages of carbon, hydrogen and nitroges

good agreement with the suggested formula C, H, N0, Gl

1), It was further established by infrared spectral studies.

TABLE |

Analytical data of N -(5-chloro-2- mrtlnﬁ}b"“zﬂn
methylpyramlm-'i one (C MBMP]

Male. {ulnu: '\HHHE | Cl%) HJ&

i E“:ﬂj Mole.
- I'I:lﬂnub wl 1 \
U)"‘E“pll(:"}-luﬂ 0.0l 165 . 1Imn1|i . i
| ™y 5.5 Pale- | 200 tIH .00
- { | '}"l'"tlw | k' 4 ki_ tﬂ_ﬁ :
E .
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ared Spectra
' mwtrum of CMBMP was taken 1o confiem the strycey
Cture

he compound. The significant vibrational bands and their
assignments are given below (Table 2).

- TABLE 2
Significant IR spectral bands (cm-1) of
CMBMP and their assignments
om- ﬂ&rm 0 C=0 | Pyrazole ring | B_of CH, | B of CH.
un _[amide) | Stretch 'ﬂ -
1645 1506 | 1456 | 1370 |

m of CMBMP is compared with similar
*, There are two carbonyl groups present in
. The C vﬂmu:lon bands of the ring carbonyl group

M”mﬂ that of the amide group is present at
tre Mmmmthckmﬁnmmm
e 1556¢cm | (Pyrazole ring stretch. 1456 )
17 m 1y 1{9‘06(}[,) "IhtmucuﬂtofCMBMP
ﬁsm L.

- il P@ml



¢ Zone ¢ of inhibition was me: sited. Thal
W !

ve solvents and the standard used §

re of activity: The ex p-:r:mcnu],

crial studies conducred with C

al and anribact
ywe (Table 384).




. CONCLUSIONS

The r::sults show fh-ﬂ' CM Bi\"'"] show lngh ACTIVIEY Tow

| | I-IT.".{- f”l-'-‘.l!
- d 1 sactert .11 sStrains., lf Shnw.‘- More acovie "

¥ than the standards pye

The investigator has already tested similar compounds
mmlcxﬁ!-lt has been observed that certain substituent in the Pyrazole
ring has the ability to enhance the antimicrobial aciviries, A .I.rr.uﬁa.IF.i
mvesagation could not be conducted due ro the pathogenic nature of
the microorganisms used and also due to lack of facilities. Amare clear
idea of the activity can be derived if their mechanism of action can be
Fn:liaed. Hence further studies in the fields are essential.

and their metal
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¢ was the Kerala governments conract with Birla Group to set
I‘pimdﬂ'ﬂ factory that brought the fertile agriculrural lage
called Mavoor into the industrial map of India. The contract was
signed on 30th May, 1958 by the then Industrial Miniscer K&
Gopalan and the representatives of the Birla Group. On the basis
of this the Birla Group was permitred to start a Pulp Facrory 48
Mavoor in Kozhikode District with a capacity to produce 100 ons
of rayons pulp in every year. |

The availability of water in Chaliyar river, bamboo forests n
Nilambur, proximity to Kozhikode city with electricity, cail ané
road transport facilities were the basic factors that led the Bi‘h
management to choose Mavoor as the ideal place to SIJﬂf "’}
fﬂduury. The company took initiatives to build coads and ﬂ
in and around Mavoor, The riverside green village was destr
for constructing concrete buildings and erecting huge machif® |

The w if . s . from OUEE
2y of life of the workers and officials who came ¢ |

9 = -
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hdchﬂﬂﬂ“d the traditional lifestyle of 1}y, people of M |
| L .n;lturt srl-ldllﬂly E-‘I\l‘r wﬂ}‘ to llhh_m;n.” AVOne, I lh"

The factory named ‘Mavoor Gwalior Rayons Faee
* Fictory

eeablished in 1963 with the Pulp Division Five

1968, a'Seaple Fiber Factory was established 1o prod:
*‘Fﬁhd!wki be noted that it was the firs factor
ghat produced rayon grade pulp from bamboo

5 mm&. uf-prodncing plllp in this fa-:mry was known 1«
Craft or Sulphate Process. Rayons and papers were produced from
the pulp ﬁe& wood logs were curt into small pieces after peeling
mmhdm the digester with sulphuric acid before
boiling. After washi a‘nd draining water it is boiled again to get a
brown coloured paste. This is diluted in water to get slurry’ when
Fater content is ren  : _ "-'S_lurry'iﬁ washed and bleached several
s to get the e pulpwhld'l is stored as dried sheets.

- factory needed two hlth tons raw material per year.
Fhirst the government offered that it would give bamboo, the
rine ra -- aterial at the rare of rupee one per ton. Later in
‘the government extended this offer for 10 more years. Bue

0 years late Iy € e #h‘homq:ofbmbom the government
% Eucalyprus st 2 ace of Re.20 per ton In 1968 afc the
ram Nilambur Kovilakam and Eucalyprus was planced i 173
salizing thae the forests a iring at a larger quanooy
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700 s s rions and strikes were al1o begy
el

i
AL
o ol |
[ - i
Favl "I,i. L

¢ hot bi lyment of the uﬂ‘llpanj' l_u:t[. h yeu
| i %M1 ; . : ‘ .

TR LA ta (0 {-fﬁlﬂlffcd ltﬁldl.'- Uﬂlﬂﬂ!'m _ in

pnhtlml plﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂ ot indeps

company was led by EK.K. Mohammed, Khader Haji and
' Rahman. They broke the company gate and forcibly Y Un
Jnitiatives of the District Collector an agreement \""” o
the representatives of the company. This is colu“-i‘""‘“l o &
the cartiest cases of environmental movements lui'dm -
Bus the terms and conditions of the atfﬂ“‘; o
M followed by the company authorinies an -
the river continued. The company then conscructed 3 BE

ad Mb‘%‘"i’“mlmtgpurtwuurﬁsriu peuiret
)

ma n.l_
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|

ked and dismantle
| wpmm L ant l_d It so0n, L) 2
| P'H Dcfcnsc Committee was forme o
hj W “F‘h" probiem legally.
W:hcmbluhmcnt of a fiber unit in 1968,
| am“ll hid b 'l'ﬂl],"!'lttrlq_ arid
. m phide began to pollute the air as well W
i mah: cople d i
1 ‘ people started vigorous agitation. In vi
| _ ; cw
S tide of the masses the government formed an expert
Iﬂ order to enquire into the problem. This
gave a
 to the movement,
ﬂpm‘tofrht committee the company was compelled
fining lagoons. As a result of this, the level of water

mudmhly Bur the company did not rake any

ﬂ!r?ﬂuutmn.

_ _toh&iﬁbm become worsened again. The people
""-"' , ‘s Co-ordination Commirteee with KA.
. The committee decided to obstruct the
1. On 26th November 1973 a large mass
Eﬂ? (hﬂlw) and forced the company t©
"‘ﬂlﬂ bund. Though continuous discussions
e Collector all of them met with faflure.
aampmy bund. As a result of this acrien
ullo became polluted leading to the

'lru

ll IIH‘I it l.iu H'l I
o

i
I



But ¢ dld“mmw ﬂnﬂt.w,::tm "
11] ’ A"' m | 'h , .:.I" 2
m lcmrntfd bfﬂ“’ company T e
.;L:nnucd- The P“’P" ‘ﬂi“mu? w,k{' ' Y “‘ Sl
oot Sasthea STV Pasish pad’ began 4 SHEFY SR
Chaliyar during 197778 and the report reveaiea i

he vaia-h‘hﬂﬂ-
y

.,:..',--...',
f
"

o

The company which was laid off in March 25, 1979 and
in December 18, 1980 after the pipeline was eXtence
Even then the problems were not

more severe after flowing effluence at Chungappally. Drir an
and agriculture were adversely affected with the polluted ¥
Clsungappally and other parts of the locality. The probief
more worse when the pipeline was broken in 1982, Deople
declared thar they will not allow maintaining the pipcm\ll:.-' it

gerung the assurance for refining the remaining
Though the company filed a case in High Court de

¢ Court vtrdiu‘l was

Pui wred
protection to repair the pipeline, th notink
of F’m:m. On the basis of the court order the company set up
'fhm.np, system which was also proved ineflective.
On 24th March 1982 twenty social workers WS
:“:.i‘::*hl't’ of K -'l'-\f‘tj.ly.un.ldh.w.m. submitted &
‘ .q.‘:m:,]. :.“ [he Central Ministey then formed .
Phe .qr-.-:l: l:l‘llf' che leadership of Ramanatiy
e e committee which came on Sth ‘.
I!II;' mm;:':*“ nsity of the pollution in ilh.tllj'ilf_ .
¢ put torward ren recommendationSARIES

1
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Fact

srv Of toral prﬂ'rntlm‘l of the pgmm Strike
3 i‘“““""“‘" p:u:iflp;lrcd byh yareds 3-"-'-':'_'1" L
relay Fast was begun by K.A.Saleem, the son o e
(as K.A.Rahman msell was in the grip ks
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tion. Whatever may be the cause, the government nﬂmllill,
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Aﬁﬂ its closure the question rem:; ains, who were the real
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